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Preface

Research funding can be very difficult to obtain, especially for researchers who do not work in high-profile, research-intensive universities. Competition is fierce, with researchers pitted against each other, often having to compete with friends and colleagues for available funds. This can result in a large number of good projects remaining unfunded.

However, globally there is a vast amount of money available for research. Through careful searching, selection, preparation and application, it is possible to be successful in winning grants for your research. This book will help to ease the grant application process by providing detailed information about sources of funding, choosing appropriate funding organizations, producing budgets and making a successful application. It includes practical tips, exercises and checklists that will help you to apply for, and succeed in winning, your research grant.

The book is aimed at the following types of researcher:

• academic researchers working in universities and research centres;

• student researchers who need to fund their research;

• early-career researchers seeking more information about the funding process;

• researchers working in industry and in research and development departments;

• contract research organizations;

• government and political researchers;

• library, museum and archive researchers;

• health and medical researchers;

• researchers working for charitable and not-for-profit groups;

• researchers working for community groups;

• self-employed and retired researchers;

• research managers.

All academic disciplines and subject areas are covered, including the sciences, social sciences, humanities, medicine, health and education. The information provided is relevant to researchers working in the United Kingdom, United States, European Union and further afield, and covers government-funded, private-funded and charity-funded research.

The book is divided into four parts that guide you through the funding process. Part 1 offers advice about finding funds. It discusses the different types of funds that are available and is aimed at specific types of researcher, such as those working within education or industry. This section concludes by highlighting the importance of choosing the right funding organization and ensuring that your research is relevant and has a chance of being funded.

Part 2 goes on to offer advice about costing a project. This can include large-scale research that requires a very detailed breakdown of direct and indirect costs, and small-scale projects needing only a simple budget. Specific advice is offered about calculating staff, estate and equipment costs and knowing how to work out costs for collaborative projects. The importance of budget justification is highlighted.

Part 3 deals with making a grant application. Some grant applications will need to follow a specific format, whereas other funders are more flexible with the application structure and style. However, all researchers will need to highlight the importance, innovative nature and impact of their research. This section also describes the submission process and offers advice about what to do if proposals are rejected.

Part 4 offers advice about acting ethically. This includes information about acting in accordance with researcher codes of ethics, avoiding conflict of interest, avoiding biased financial relationships with funders and submitting proposals to research ethics committees. Regrettably, some funding organizations have specific agendas that can compromise the research process: this section includes guidance about what you can do to prevent this happening.

The book concludes with comprehensive lists of funding databases and directories that will help with your funding search, and a list of further reading and resources for those who wish to follow up any particular issues in more detail.
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