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This book is dedicated to the Armchair Warrior


A

AARON, HANK: When chasing Babe Ruth’s home run record he received plenty of encouraging mail from the great American public. Example: ‘Dear Nigger Henry, You are (not) going to break this record established by the great Babe Ruth if I can help it... Whites are far more superior than jungle bunnies... My gun is watching your every black move.’



ABBOTT, RUSS: Gazza once told the President of Roma he was a dead ringer for Russ Abbott. Surprisingly Il Presidente was a fan of the gangly comedian and the pair bonded by playing out some of his better routines.



ABRAMOVICH, ROMAN: Sweet-hearted Russian geezer with a deep fondness for the game. Think Lev Yashin with both legs. At his happiest in the back seat allowing other people to express themselves. Very free with his yacht. Made something of a horlicks of his divorce from the first Mrs Abramovich as his ex ended up with a mansion on every continent, a significant percentage of Russia’s natural resources and a billion or two a year spending money, while Roman was lumbered with Andriy Schevchenko, his wage bill, and the childcare. That said, he is considered by many to have single-handedly ruined English football. And could have you killed like that. Favourite gnomic saying: ‘What’s the difference between a rat and a pet mouse? Public relations.’



ADAMS, TONY: Once said to Nick Hornby ‘I don’t drink, I don’t smoke, I don’t do anything, so I’m going to have a custard cream when I want and bugger you.’ Hornby made his excuses and left. Has also said: ‘Sometimes the hardest thing in the world is admitting you need help. Unlike an opposing centre forward, I finally realised my addiction wasn’t something I could tackle on my own’ (see Marco van Basten, 1988 European Championships, England 0 Holland 3). Not only a great centre-back, but a great role model. On and off the pitch knows how to ask the question.



Arsenal – Apps: 504 Goals: 32

England – Apps: 66 Goals: 5

PFA Young Player of the Year 1987

Days (calculated one at a time) since last drink: 4,836



ADAMS, VICTORIA: While watching Sky Sports Super Sunday on satellite in the Bangkok Hilton turned to fellow band member, Scary, and said, ‘You see that bloke who can’t beat a man and has no left foot – I’m going to marry him.’

£140,500; The amount handed to George Graham in £50 notes by football agent Rune Hauge. George’s response: ‘I thought Jesus... It’s a fantastic Christmas present.’

ADEN, THE BRITISH GOVERNOR IN: When enjoying a quiet drink with Denis Healey said, as the British prepared to leave, ‘The Empire will be remembered for only two things – the game of soccer and the expression “fuck off”.’



A FORCE: ‘From now on I would like to be known as “A force”.’ Audley Harrison.



AFTERSHAVE: Bolton’s J Lloyd Samuel says, ‘I love aftershave! I’ve got a huge collection, between 30 and 40. If anyone goes away I tell them to bring some back for me. Sander For Men is my favourite.’



AIR MILES: ‘I’ve probably flown more air miles than any human being; I’m starting out on my fifteenth million mile. If you take a business executive who represents a company of substance it would be considered to be abnormal if he flew for 25 or 30 years. I’ve been flying for 54 years.’ Gary Player.



AMERICAN PRESIDENTS: ‘I’ve had the good fortune to meet all of the Presidents back to Eisenhower,’ says Ray Floyd. ‘I met President Eisenhower and President Carter, who was not a golfer. And I’ve played golf with President Ford, President Clinton, President Bush, Governor Bush and Ronald Reagan. If I had to partner one in a Ryder Cup fourball it would have to be the young President Bush. Although Ford and the elder Bush were both highly competitive.’

Six foot one and a quarter inches: ‘The perfect height for a darter,’ says Sid Waddell.

ANDREWS, JANE: (born Cleethorpes) friend of Fergie (Duchess of York). She killed her lover by repeatedly hitting him over the head with a cricket bat (make unspecified) and then repeatedly stabbing him. Her defence was that her boyfriend had been responsible for his own death as he had stupidly contrived to sever an artery while removing the knife from his chest. She was found guilty.



ANTUNES, JOSE ‘FUMCA’: His career at Colchester lasted ten minutes before he was knocked unconscious on his debut by a Manchester City defender, carted off to hospital and never seen in Essex again. He had been dubbed ‘the world’s best non-capped Brazilian’. He remains uncapped.



ARDILES, OSSIE: Small footballer immortalised in rhyme by Chas & Dave. Despite lack of size, rose above the Falklands War with aplomb.

Scored 2nd goal in thrilling 4–4 draw in 1981 POW escape drama Escape to Victory.

Teams Managed: 14

Favoured Number of Forwards: 5 (although once when chasing a game at Swindon employed a 2-1-7 formation)



ARGENTINA: ‘I believe that if we hadn’t lost to Argentina, we could have gone on to win the World Cup in 1998,’ claimed Paul Ince. (Hard to fault his logic, they were obviously unfortunate to be beaten by the team who were beaten by the team who were beaten by the team who were beaten by the team who won the World Cup. That being two more ‘who’s’ than there were converted penalties against Argentina.)



AUTOMATIC CAR WASH: Inspirational manager Tommy ‘The Doc’ Docherty was very fortunate to avoid serious injury having carelessly become embroiled with an ACW.



AYER, AJ: Mike Tyson, Naomi Campbell and Professor AJ Ayer were at a party. Tyson, by Ayer’s high standards, started pestering Campbell so he approached him to point this out. The pugilist was not amused. ‘Do you know who the fuck I am?’ he asked rhetorically before continuing, ‘I’m the Heavyweight Champion of the World.’ ‘And I am the former Wykeham Professor of Logic,’ replied Ayer. ‘We are both pre-eminent in our field. I suggest that we step outside and talk about this like rational men.’







Q&A

NAME: Johnny Vaughan



Fighting Talk founding father and first presenter of the show, Johnny shot to fame on Moviewatch and as the nation’s favourite breakfast TV presenter with The Big Breakfast. He is an all-round sports nut but Chelsea football club remains closest to his heart and he is a regular down at Stamford Bridge. He currently presents the breakfast show on Capital Radio in London.



PROUDEST FIGHTING TALK MOMENT?: Fighting Talk is the only format show I’ve developed and gone on to host and at the time everything I did at the BBC was under considerable Press scrutiny, so I felt under a lot of pressure. The fact that both the style and tone were a radical departure for the station and it occupied a slot made sacred to fans by the likes of Baker and Kelly and Wright and Bright only added more pounds per square inch to this pressure. For the first few weeks opinion was divided – there is always hostility towards the new and different – but then along came Jim White’s review in the Daily Telegraph and frankly I couldn’t have hoped for a better piece. Here was one of broadcast sport’s leading opinion formers giving us the strongest endorsement I’ve ever read. That was a very proud moment – and came as a massive relief.



WHAT ARE THE SKILLS NEEDED FOR FIGHTING TALK ?: Wit, intelligence, brevity and originality.



FAVOURITE FIGHTING TALK PANELLIST?: Keith Allen can argue the case for pretty well anything with an outrage, sincerity or hilarity completely at odds with the tone of the question. Second favourite would have to be Dickie Davies, who always guarantees a great atmosphere in the studio.



FAVOURITE SOUND EFFECT?: And on, and on, and on, and on...



FAVOURITE FIGHTING TALK QUESTION?: It’s got to be ‘Who is the best-looking footballer of all time?’ from the first Christmas special because it provoked my favourite ever heated argument. The panel was Jimmy Hill, Keith Allen, Dickie Davies and The Doc, and they all treated it like a very serious sporting question indeed. To hear them argue the case for their choices really was a treat. Everything Fighting Talk is about.



FAVOURITE FIGHTING TALK ANSWER?: Graham Taylor arguing the case for himself as England manager while defending the indefensible.



MOMENT WHEN YOU THOUGHT FT WAS MOST LIKELY TO BE TAKEN OFF AIR?: Stuart Hall’s take on the problems in the Middle East.



BIGGEST LIE TOLD ON FIGHTING TALK ?: A lot of Sean Lock’s arguments backed up by the line, ‘A lot of people don’t know this right? But...’ have turned out to be fiction – often instantly.



AFTER FOOTBALL WHAT SPORT DO YOU THINK MAKES FOR THE BEST BITS OF FIGHTING TALK ?: Boxing. It’s Bunce’s specialist field and I love to see him showboat his expertise with typically frenzied evangelical zeal. When he’s finished he always likes to look round to see the impact of his demagoguery on the faces of the panel. Sadly he mistakes wide-eyed wonderment at his bulging veins and purple face for awestruck enlightenment.



WHICH WORD OR PHRASE IS MOST OVERUSED ON FIGHTING TALK ?: Influx.



WHAT IS YOUR GREATEST FIGHTING TALK REGRET?: With more Fighting Talk, I could have done more Fighting Talk.



WHAT WOULD BE YOUR FIGHTING TALK INTRO MUSIC?: ‘Kashmir’ – Led Zep or Sportsnight (sport’s greatest ever theme).



FANTASY ‘DEFEND THE INDEFENSIBLE’ (WHO IT WOULD BE AND WHAT WOULD THEY HAVE TO DEFEND?): Peter Shilton. ‘Despite my superior height, much longer arms, and the advantage of being able to legitimately use my hands, back in Mexico 86 there was no way I could have out-jumped Maradona to punch the ball away. I never stood a chance.’



ANY OTHER BUSINESS: I know the old First Division Cup belongs to the Football League and the FA runs the Premiership, but regardless of who does the admin, or what they are called, the top division champions should get their names on the same trophy as the great sides that went before them. I don’t see why the champions of the top division of the oldest Football League in the world should have to lift a trophy lacking either the proud tradition, sentimental weight or the historical significance of the original cup, which is now awarded to the second division champs. Aside from the fact the Premiership Trophy looks like it came from a shoe repairer’s/key cutting shop, how can a trophy that should be one of the most sacred objects in the footballing world be downgraded? The whole point of being champions is that you get your club’s name engraved on a trophy along with the legendary teams of the past. The current one dates back to 1992 and has four clubs on it. Do you think the R&A would change the Claret Jug?



WHICH FOOTBALL TEAM DO YOU SUPPORT?: The Chelsea Football Club.



WHICH SPORTING PERSON DO YOU MOST IDENTIFY WITH?: Matt Le Tissier.



FAVOURITE PERSON IN SPORT?: Zola.



LEAST FAVOURITE PERSON IN SPORT?: Frank Rijkard because of the spitting thing. I just can’t forget it.



PROUDEST PERSONAL SPORTING MOMENT?: Hole in one at Stoke Park on Bobby Moore Charity Day. It was organised by Spoony and it was the nearest to the pin hole so I was able to put my marker in the hole. His was only a foot away.



MOST EMBARRASSING SPORTING MOMENT?: Falling over during the 100m hurdles when I was 12 at school sports day. I tripped between hurdles.



WHAT IS YOUR MOST TREASURED SPORTING POSSESSION?: Zola’s shirt from a European Cup away game. Mark Bright got it for me and it had an authentic hum of matchday BO.



GIVE ME YOUR BEST SPORTING STATISTIC: The Chelsea/Leeds FA Cup final replay in 1970 was seen by more people on TV than any other sporting event in British TV history. 30 million.



STRANGEST INJURY SUFFERED ON A SPORTS FIELD?: Dislocated knee while jumping up to try and touch the crossbar of the school rugby posts.



WORST SPORTING BET YOU HAVE MADE TO DATE?: Only putting five pounds on a horse I’d been given a tip on that romped home by 8 lengths at 12–1.



WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE SPORTING OCCUPATION?: These days golf, but I love taking my son to football training.



WHAT DO YOU DISLIKE IN A SPORTSPERSON?: Going down at the slightest touch instead of going for goal.



WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE SPORTING MOTTO?: Cheer us on through the sun and rain.







The Fighting Talk Award for Tilting at Windmills

MAURICE FLITCROFT: Chain-smoking shipyard operative. In 1976, aged 46, he bought a half-set of clubs and set out to find ‘fame and fortune’ by playing in the Open at Royal Birkdale against ‘Jack Nicklaus and all that.’ Wisely, to help him in his ambition he borrowed a Peter Allis instruction manual from the local library and read a couple of articles by Al Geiberger. Declaring himself a professional on the entry form, he was invited to play at the Formby qualifier. He shot a disappointing 49 over par (the worst score in Open history).



His playing partner, Jim Howard, recalls, ‘After gripping the club like he was intent on murdering someone, Flitcroft hoisted it straight up, it came down vertically, and the ball travelled precisely four feet. We put that one down to nerves, but after he shanked a second one we called the R&A officials.’ Under the rules of the tournament, however, nothing could be done. ‘It wasn’t funny at the time,’ explained Howard.



Flitcroft explained to the waiting press that he had been suffering from ‘lumbago and fibrositis, but I don’t want to make excuses.’ He also mentioned that he was ‘an expert with a four wood, deadly’ but, such were his nerves on making his Open debut, he had stupidly left it behind in the car.



In 1977, an application, in his own name, was turned down. Undaunted, in 1978, posing as American pro Gene Pacecki (pronounced ‘pay chequey’) he finagled his way into the qualifier at South Herts only to be thrown out after a few holes.



Fail, fail better. In 1983, he showed up at Pleasington having dyed his hair and applied a false moustache, calling himself Gerald Hoppy and claiming to be a Swiss pro. He shot 63 on the outward nine, 27 over, before officials realised they had ‘another Maurice Flitcroft’ to deal with. ‘Imagine their surprise when they discovered they had the actual Maurice Flitcroft,’ said Flitcroft.



In 1990, now going by the name James Beau Jolley (pronounced ‘Beaujolais’) he attempted to qualify from Ormskirk. He double bogeyed the first, bogeyed the second, and was on course for an unlikely par at the third, when the R&A once again intervened. He continued playing on the beach until breaking his hip in 2001.







Homework

Mark the following examples of homework and see if you can do better...



Talking about a return to Milan, Chelsea’s Andriy Shevchenko is quoted as saying, ‘This club is like a family to me.’



Can you suggest other sporting people that might fit into a family unit?




	Stan Collymore as ‘your dad’s brother’ whose name is never mentioned.

	Karren Brady, managing director of Birmingham City FC, as the aunt that gets you through puberty...

	Delia Smith as the mullered aunty at Christmas, ‘WHERE ARE YOU?!’

	David Pleat as Grandad. Slightly senile and always getting names wrong.

	Jamie Murray as the moody teenage cousin that sulks in the corner at a family wedding then tries to get off with your sister.

	Alex Ferguson is the uncle that comes round to your house at Christmas with four cans of 8% Norseman lager and drinks all your malt whisky.





DEFEND THE INDEFENSIBLE

Each week the two leading panellists face one final challenge to determine the winner of Fighting Talk. They must defend an unpalatable proposition to the best of their ability for a full and fluent twenty seconds:



I preferred South African cricket under apartheid.



or



The best comedy on the telly this week was the Women’s FA Cup final.



ODD ONE OUT

One of the following statements about David Beckham is false. Please give the full reasoning behind your selection:



a) He ran an average of 8.8 miles in every game he played for Manchester United.



b) His first car was a Ford Escort.



c) While watching Victoria give birth to Brooklyn he enjoyed a Lion bar.



d) His middle name is David.



e) He had his ‘Vihctoria’ tattoo written in Hindi because, he explained, ‘English would be tacky.’









Stats

England World Cup and European Championship Official Songs relative to Tournament Performance



	1986	‘We’ve Got the Whole World at our Feet’
England World Cup Squad
(66 in Charts) (Quarter-finals in World Cup)


	1988	‘All the Way’
England Football Team with Stock, Aitken and Waterman
(64 in Charts) (1st Round in Euro Championships)


	1990	‘World in Motion’
New Order/England National Squad
(1st in Charts) (Semi-finals in World Cup)


	1996	‘Three Lions’
Baddiel, Skinner and the Lightning Seeds 
(1st in Charts) (Semi-finals in Euro Championships)


	1998	‘(How does it feel to be) On Top of the World’
England United (Spice Girls, Lightning Seeds and
Echo and the Bunnymen) (9th in Charts)
(2nd Round in World Cup)


	2000	‘Jerusalem’
Fat Les 2000 (10th in Charts)
(1st Round in Euro Championships)


	2002	‘We’re on the Ball’
Ant & Dec (3rd in Charts)
(Quarter-finals in World Cup)


	2004	‘All Together Now’
The Farm feat. St Francis Xavier’s Boys’ Choir
(5th in Charts) (Quarter-finals of Euro Championships)


	2006	‘World at your Feet’
Embrace (3rd in Charts)
(Quarter-finals of World Cup)




Correlation coefficient = 0.405965. When the official England song goes to number 1, England perform better in the tournament, as seen in World Cup 90 and Euro 96. Top 10 finishes for the England song in 2002, 2004 and 2006 resulted in a consistent performance of a Quarter-final finish in the tournament, but World Cup 86 bucks this trend, where the song finished 66th but England reached the Quarter-finals. And a number 10 finish in 2000 for the official song still led to England being knocked out in the 1st Round.
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