
[image: cover]



[image: image]

For John Hume.
Thank you for giving Derry Girls like me a better future.



DEDICATION

For the people of Derry.
Who laughed at my ambition and called me a mouth*.
Well, who’s laughing now!

 

 

 

 

*Check my glossary
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(So this is the bit where the author usually thanks the people in their life who helped them while writing the book, but I don’t really think any of my family or friends deserve a mention to be honest, so I’m just gonna skip it.)



INTELLECTUAL QUOTE

I think I should open with a quote from Seamus Heaney, as he’s my second favourite poet. I could quote my first favourite poet but – well, is it a bit weird to quote myself in my own book? No, I’m not doing that. I’m just too modest.

 

Between my finger and my thumb

The squat pen rests.

I’ll dig with it.

– Seamus Heaney

 

Yeah that’s good. Very profound. Yeah I’m definitely going to go with that. Well either that or the chorus of ‘Hero’ by Mariah Carey. Hmmm. Can’t decide.



NOTES

Possible titles for inevitable publication:


	The Life and Times of Erin Quinn by Erin Quinn

	The Erin Quinn Story by Erin Quinn

	The Trouble with The Troubles by Erin Quinn-Donnelly (might have married David Donnelly by the time this hits the shelves)

	Derry Product by Erin Quinn (pun on words – will people get it???)

	The Life and Legacy of Erin Quinn by Erin Quinn (do you have to be dead to have a legacy?? Need to check this)

	The Gospel According to Erin Quinn (might be blasphemy? Don’t want to piss off Jesus)

	Heart of Erin by Erin Quinn (clever double meaning because Erin means Ireland – but is it maybe too clever??)
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