
[image: illustration]



[image: image]




[image: image]




Dedication: For Russ

 

 

 

Published in 2024 by OH

An imprint of Welbeck Non-Fiction Limited, part of Welbeck Publishing Group.

Offices in London, 20 Mortimer Street, London W1T 3JW, and Sydney, Level 17, 207 Kent St, Sydney NSW 2000 Australia.

www.welbeckpublishing.com

Text © Laia Farran Graves 2024

Design © Welbeck Non-Fiction Limited 2024

Cover image: Alamy Stock Photo / Pxel

Disclaimer: All trademarks, copyright, quotations, company names, registered names, products, characters, logos and catchphrases used or cited in this book are the property of their respective owners. This book is a publication of OH, An imprint of Welbeck Non-Fiction Publishing and has not been licensed, approved, sponsored or endorsed by any person or entity.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means (including electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise) without prior written permission of the copyright owners and the publisher.

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

eISBN 978-1-83861-232-0

Publisher: Lisa Dyer

Copy editor: Katie Hewett

Design: Lucy Palmer

Production: Marion Storz




CONTENTS

Introduction

Chapter 1: How It All Began

Chapter 2: Luggage Styles

Chapter 3: Special Editions

Chapter 4: Celebrities & Other Stories

Chapter 5: Craftsmanship & Care

Index

Acknowledgements


[image: image]

Actress Alicia Vikander fronts Louis Vuitton’s ‘Spirit of Travel’, Autumn/Winter 2015 campaign, photographed by Patrick Demarchelier in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.






INTRODUCTION

The Story of Louis Vuitton Luggage is the tale of one of the most successful luxury brands of all time, synonymous with quality and craftsmanship. The company was founded in 1854 by Louis Vuitton, born on 4 August 1821, who at the age of 13 left his home in Anchay, eastern France, to walk to Paris, thus demonstrating his great determination at an early age. Once there, he became an apprentice to Monsieur Romain Maréchal – a well-respected box-maker and packer with a successful business in the famed Rue Saint-Honoré. Vuitton became a skilled craftsman who was totally devoted to his trade, but it was his innovative vision and creative flair that made fashion history.

On the following pages you will read about Vuitton’s most ingenious creations, from the original Steamer trunk, designed with a flat top for easy stacking, to the Bed trunk that explorers would take on their missions. The numerous collaborations that have taken place over the years between the house of Louis Vuitton and many artists and brands created a dialogue between fashion and art – a concept spearheaded by Marc Jacobs, who became the company’s Artistic Director in 1997. The huge celebrity following Louis Vuitton has enjoyed over the decades, from its early royal commissions, right up to Pharrell Williams’s debut blockbuster celebrity menswear show in 2023, is also amply detailed. Finally, we go behind the scenes to look at how these masterpieces are created and how to authenticate a genuine piece, should you be searching for your quintessential Louis Vuitton travel companion on the preloved market.
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Travelling in style in head-to-toe Louis Vuitton, as seen in Dusseldorf, 2021.
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