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Street style as seen at Paris Fashion Week, Autumn/Winter 2019.
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INTRODUCTION

The history of an iconic accessory, from its very origins until the present day, is revealed in this celebration of the Chanel handbag. Synonymous with Parisian elegance and sophistication, the Chanel bag has become so embedded in popular culture that it has transcended the confines of the fashion world.

In the first chapter, the life of the incredible woman behind the brand, Gabrielle ‘Coco’ Chanel, reveals a visionary and entrepreneur whose passion and talent broke barriers, paving the way for many designers who followed in her footsteps. She designed the Little Black Dress, Chanel No. 5 perfume, her famous classic suit and, of course, the 2.55, a timeless handbag that revolutionized the world of fashion. This elegant diamond-stitched leather bag became significant because it made it acceptable for a woman to wear a bag hanging from her shoulder, allowing her to be hands-free. The 2.55 is described in great detail in chapter two, which documents its origins and rich history, while the third chapter is a wonderful roll-call of Chanel’s most iconic masterpieces, from Karl Lagerfeld’s classic 11.12 and Virginie Viard’s Chanel 22 to showstopping novelty bags.

The fourth chapter explores popular culture, and how the brand and the bags, specifically, have become so much a part of our everyday lives in ways unimaginable to Coco herself. And, in the last chapter, a behind-the-scenes look at making the bag explores many of the techniques utilized in the creating of these true works of art. You’ll also enjoy reading a comprehensive authenticating guide, should you be searching for your perfect Chanel bag in the preloved market.
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Model Binx Walton in a 2014 advertisement with a pink tweed Chanel flap bag.
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