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A NOTE ON THE FACTS

Every effort has been made to ensure that the information in this book is correct at the time of going to press. Inevitably, some facts and rankings are likely to change over time.





ANIMALS
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[image: ]   THE WORLD’S LARGEST EVER…



	RODENT CAPYBARA
	(South America)
	65 kg / 1.3 m



	LAND MAMMAL
	Paraceratherium* (Europe and Central Asia)
	20 t / 5.5 m tall



	SEA MAMMAL
	Blue whale
	80 t / 33 m



	MARSUPIAL
	Diprotodon* (Australia)
	2.7 t / 3 m



	INSECT
	Meganeura* (Europe)
	75 cm (wingspan)




* Now extinct

[image: ]   TOP TEN WORLD’S BIGGEST ANIMALS ON LAND



	1 African elephant
	8.5 t / 6.66 m (21.85 ft)



	2 Asian elephant
	4.2 t / 5.94 m (19.5 ft)



	3 White rhinoceros
	2.3 t / 3.78 m (12.5 ft)



	4 Hippopotamus
	2.5 t / 3.35 m (11 ft)



	5 Gaur
	1.6 t / 2.99 m (9.8 ft)



	6 Giraffe
	1.4 t / 4.69 m (15.4 ft)



	7 Black rhinoceros
	1.2 t / 3.43 m (11.25 ft)



	8 Walrus
	1.2 t / 3.35 m (11 ft)



	9 Saltwater crocodile
	785 kg / 6.10 m (20 ft)



	10 Wild Asian water buffalo
	770 kg / 3.47 m (11.4 ft)




[image: ]   TOP TEN WORLD’S FASTEST ANIMALS ON LAND



	1 Cheetah
	71 mph (114 km/h)



	2 Pronghorn antelope
	57 mph (95 km/h)



	=3 Blue wildebeest
	50 mph (80 km/h)



	=3 Lion
	50 mph (80 km/h)



	=3 Springbok
	50 mph (80 km/h)



	=6 Brown hare
	48 mph (77 km/h)



	=6 Red fox
	48 mph (77 km/h)



	=8 Grant’s gazelle
	47 mph (76 km/h)



	=8 Thomson’s gazelle
	47 mph (76 km/h)



	10 Horse
	45 mph (72 km/h)




[image: ]   TOP TEN WORLD’S FASTEST ANIMALS 
IN WATER



	1 Black marlin
	80 mph (129 km/h)



	2 Sailfish
	70 mph (113 km/h)



	3 Mako shark
	60 mph (97 km/h)



	4 Striped marlin
	50 mph (80 km/h)



	=5 Killer whale
	48 mph (77 km/h)



	=5 Wahoo
	48 mph (77 km/h)



	7 Tunny
	46 mph (74 km/h)



	8 Bluefish tuna
	44 mph (70 km/h)



	9 Blue shark
	43 mph (69 km/h)



	10 Swordfish
	40 mph (64 km/h)




[image: ]   TOP TEN WORLD’S FASTEST ANIMALS IN THE AIR



	1 Peregrine falcon
	200 mph (322 km/h)*



	2 Spine-tailed swift (also known as the white-throated needletail)
	106 mph (171 km/h)



	3 Frigate bird
	95 mph (153 km/h)



	4 Spur-winged goose
	88 mph (142 km/h)



	5 Red-breasted merganser
	80 mph (129 km/h)



	6 White-rumped swift
	77 mph (124 km/h)



	7 Canvasback duck
	72 mph (116 km/h)



	8 Eider duck
	70 mph (113 km/h)



	9 Teal
	68 mph (109 km/h)



	10 Mallard
	65 mph (105 km/h)




* This speed is achieved only through diving

[image: ]   TOP TEN WORLD’S BIGGEST BIRDS (AVERAGE WINGSPAN)



	=1 Albatross
	3.6 m (11.8 ft)



	=1 Great white pelican
	3.6 m (11.8 ft)



	3 Marabou stork
	3.4 m (11.2 ft)



	4 Andean condor
	3.2 m (10.5 ft)



	5 Bearded vulture
	3 m (9.8 ft)



	6 Whooper swan
	2.99 m (9.8 ft)



	=7 Griffon vulture
	2.8 m (9.2 ft)



	=7 California condor
	2.8 m (9.2 ft)



	=9 Grey crowned crane
	2.5 m (8.2 ft)



	=9 Golden eagle
	2.5 m (8.2 ft)





Fascinating Facts

•  Peregrine falcons are the fastest animals in the world. They fly at an average speed of 90 mph (145 km/h).

•  An elephant, despite its ponderous appearance, can reach speeds of up to 25 mph (40 km/h) on an open stretch.

•  Sloths move so slowly that algae is formed on their fur – this is advantageous as it serves as camouflage and provides nutrients for the sloth to lick off.



[image: ]   COLLECTIVE NOUNS



	Apes
	Shrewdness



	Baboons
	Congress



	Bears
	Sleuth



	Butterflies
	Rabble



	Cobras
	Quiver



	Doves
	Piteousness



	Eagles
	Convocation



	Emus
	Mob



	Ferrets
	Business



	Hawks
	Kettle



	Lapwings
	Deceit



	Larks
	Exultation



	Leopards
	Leap



	Mice
	Mischief



	Owls
	Parliament



	Penguins
	Huddle



	Rattlesnakes
	Rhumba



	Ravens
	Unkindness



	Rhinoceroses
	Crash



	Rooks
	Storytelling



	Starlings
	Murmuration



	Weasels
	Sneak




[image: ]   TOP TEN WORLD’S DEADLIEST ANIMALS



	    NAME
	APPROX. NO. OF DEATHS PER YEAR



	1 Mosquito
	2–3 million



	2 Tsetse fly
	250,000



	3 Snake
	125,000



	4 Dog (rabies)
	25,000



	5 Scorpion
	3,500



	6 Saltwater crocodile
	1,000



	7 Hippopotamus
	500



	8 Cape buffalo
	300



	9 Lion
	100



	=9 Elephant
	100





Fascinating Facts

•  A cockroach can survive without its head; entomologist Christopher Tipping decapitated cockroaches under a microscope and a couple lasted for several weeks in a jar.

•  Many birds migrate, but the Arctic tern travels furthest. It flies from the Arctic to the Antarctic and back again each year – a round trip of about 32,000 km.

•  The iguana can survive in exceptionally high temperatures.

Conversely, a thick layer of blubber provides polar bears with such excellent insulation that their body temperature and metabolic rate remain the same, even at –37°C.



[image: ]   ANIMALS’ ABODES



	Badger
	sett, earth



	Bear
	lair, den



	Beaver
	lodge



	Bee
	hive, apiary



	Eagle
	eyrie



	Fox
	earth, lair



	Hare
	form



	Lion
	den, lair



	Mole
	fortress



	Otter
	holt



	Rabbit
	burrow, warren



	Squirrel
	drey



	Tiger
	lair



	Wasp
	nest, vespiary




[image: ]   TOP TEN WORLD’S LARGEST SPIDERS (AVERAGE LEG SPAN)



	1 Huntsman spider
	300 mm



	2 Brazilian salmon pink tarantula
	270 mm



	3 Brazilian giant tawny red tarantula
	260 mm



	=4 Goliath tarantula
	254 mm



	=4 Wolf spider
	254 mm



	=6 Purple bloom bird-eating spider
	230 mm



	=6 Colombian lesser black tarantula
	230 mm



	8 Hercules baboon spider
	203 mm



	9 Cameroon red baboon spider
	178 mm



	10 Cardinal spider
	140 mm




[image: ]   MAJOR EXTINCTIONS IN THE LAST 2,000 YEARS



	MAMMAL
	HABITAT
	EXTINCTION



	European lion
	Greece
	100



	European ass (equus)
	Spain
	1400



	Auroch
	Poland
	1610



	Corsican pika
	Corsica, France
	1800



	Sardinian pika
	Sardinia, Italy
	1800



	Tarpan
	Poland
	1800



	Caucasian moose
	Caucasus Mountains
	1810



	Portugese ibex
	Portugal
	1892



	Caucasian wisent
	Caucasus Mountains
	1927



	Caspian tiger
	South-west Russia
	1960s



	Majorcan hare
	Majorca, Spain
	1980



	Cyprus spiny mouse
	Cyprus
	1980



	Pyrenean ibex
	Spain
	2000



	West African black rhino
	Cameroon
	2011






	BIRD
	HABITAT
	EXTINCTION



	Dodo
	Mauritius
	1600s



	Great auk
	Iceland
	1844



	Cyprus dipper
	Cyprus
	1950



	Alaotra grebe
	Madagascar
	2010






	REPTILE
	HABITAT
	EXTINCTION



	Ratas Island lizard
	Menorca, Spain
	1950



	Santo Stefano lizard
	Santo Stefano Island, Italy
	1965



	Golden toad
	Costa Rica
	2004




[image: ]   TOP TEN WORLD’S MOST VENOMOUS ANIMALS



	1 Box jellyfish



	2 King cobra



	3 Cone snail



	4 Blue-ringed octopus



	5 Deathstalker scorpion



	6 Stonefish



	7 Brazilian wandering spider



	8 Inland taipan



	9 Poison dart frog



	10 Pufferfish





Fascinating Facts

•  There have been 5,568 recorded deaths worldwide caused by box jellyfish since 1954. They have up to 60 tentacles and each one contains enough toxins to kill 50 people.

•  The inland taipan carries enough venom to kill 100 people but there are no recorded fatalities.



[image: ]   TOP TEN ENDANGERED SPECIES IN 2026



	1 Vaquita
	10



	2 Javan Rhino
	75



	3 Amur Leopard
	100



	4 Sunda Island Tiger
	600



	5 Tapunali Orangutan
	800



	=6 Mountain Gorilla
	1,000



	=6 Yangtze finless porpoise
	1,000



	8 Black Rhino
	5,600



	9 Snow leopard
	7,500



	10 Sumatran orangutan
	14,000




[image: ]   TOP TEN WORLD’S BIGGEST DINOSAURS



	1 Argentinosaurus
	100 t / 36.58 m (120 ft)



	2 Sauroposeidon
	over 60 t / 29.87 m (98 ft)



	3 Spinosaurus
	13 t / 15.85 m (52 ft)



	4 Shantungosaurus
	50 t / 15.24 m (50 ft)



	=5 Liopleurodon
	30 t / 15.24 m (50 ft)



	=5 Shonisaurus
	30 t / 15.24 m (50 ft)



	7 Quetzalcoatlus
	100 kg / 13.72 m (45 ft)



	8 Sarcosuchus
	8 t / 12.19 m (40 ft)



	9 Utahraptor
	0.68 t / 6.10 m (20 ft)



	10 Moschops
	1 t / 4.88 m (16 ft)





Fascinating Facts

•  The first fossil ever investigated was the femur of a megalosaurus found in 1676 in England. When the fragment was discovered, one Oxford professor concluded that it belonged to a giant human!

•  The fossilised remains of an archaeopteryx were discovered in 1860–62 in Solnhofen, Germany. They were found not long after Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of Species was first published, and this fossil offered support for an evolutionary link between dinosaurs and birds.



[image: ]   TOP TEN WORLD’S SMALLEST ANIMALS



	1 Fairy fly
	0.24 mm



	=2 Anglerfish
	7.9 mm



	=2 Paedocypris fish
	7.9 mm



	4 Brazilian gold frog
	9.8 mm



	5 Jaragua sphaero or dwarf gecko lizard
	15.24 mm



	6 Seahorse
	16 mm



	7 Hamster
	22.86 mm



	8 Dwarf chameleon
	38.1 mm



	9 Bee hummingbird
	57.15 mm



	10 Thread snake
	100 mm





Fascinating Facts

•  Weighing less than an ounce, Peewee, the smallest hamster in the world, was only just bigger than a fifty-pence piece and could fit inside a matchbox.

•  The world’s smallest recorded insects are feather-winged beetles and parasitic wasps found in the New World tropics. The smallest ones are 0.21 mm long and they outwardly show the features of an insect while having the full complement of internal organs.



[image: ]   TOP TEN WORLD’S BIGGEST FISH (RANKED BY LENGTH)



	1 Whale shark
	12.65 m (41.5 ft)



	2 Basking shark
	12.27 m (40.3 ft)



	3 Beluga or European sturgeon
	8.6 m (28.2 ft)



	4 Great white shark
	6 m (19.7 ft)



	5 Giant freshwater stingray
	5.03 m (16.5 ft)



	6 Bull shark
	4 m (13.1 ft)



	7 Ocean sunfish
	3.2 m (10.5 ft)



	8 Pirarucu
	3 m (9.8 ft)



	9 Wels catfish
	3 m (9.8 ft)



	10 Mekong giant catfish
	2.7 m (8.9 ft)




[image: ]   TOP TEN WORLD’S SMELLIEST ANIMALS



	1 Zorilla


	2 Skunk


	3 Porcupine


	4 Tasmanian devil


	5 Ferret


	6 Turkey vulture


	7 Kakapo


	8 Mink frog


	9 Stinkpot turtle


	10 Darkling beetle





Fascinating Facts

•  The zorilla, or striped polecat, lives in arid regions of southern Africa. Its smell is so potent that it can tickle your nostril hairs from half a mile away!

•  Herrings communicate through farting. And they fart all the time, which means they must have a lot to talk about!

•  The elusive, sweet-toothed binturong is a member of the civet family and lives in the tropical forests of southern Asia. It’s a bizarre animal with a scent that is said to be like buttered popcorn.

•  Termites, not cows, are the undisputed fart champions of the world. It is estimated they are responsible for as much as 11 per cent of all global methane emissions – twice as much as cows.



[image: ]   TOP TEN WORLD’S LONGEST-LIVING ANIMALS



	1 Quahog (marine clam)
	200+ years*



	2 Giant tortoise
	150 years



	3 Greek tortoise
	110 years



	4 Killer whale
	90 years



	5 European eel
	88 years



	6 Lake sturgeon
	82 years



	7 Sea anemone
	80 years



	8 Elephant
	78 years



	9 Freshwater mussel
	75 years



	10 Whale shark
	70 years




*A marine clam named Ming, the world’s oldest animal, was killed in 2006 at 507 years old by scientists trying to find out how old it was!

[image: ]   TOP TEN LONGEST GESTATION PERIODS



	1 Shark (basking, frilled, spiny dogfish)
	730–1,095 days



	2 Black alpine salamander
	730+ days



	3 African elephant
	660 days



	4 Asiatic elephant
	600 days



	5 Baird’s beaked whale
	520 days



	6 White rhinoceros
	490 days



	7 Walrus
	480 days



	8 Giraffe
	460 days



	9 Velvet worm
	455 days



	10 Tapir
	400 days
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