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INTRODUCTION




Evil. There are those who say it doesn't exist. There are only evil acts, not evil men.


  They should read this book. It will change their minds.


  Here you will find men whose commitment to doing wrong dominated their lives. Sometimes they did it with a gun, sometimes with a bomb, sometimes with a knife. There are also those who did it with a fountain pen. A great many of them did it with a smile – there is nothing which drives a man to the extremes of evil more surely than to take pleasure in it. Anyone can become a victim of a man who desires to hurt them, and no rational argument will stop them in their tracks.


  Some of the names will be familiar to you – Adolf Hitler, Jeffrey Dahmer, Jack the Ripper, Charles Manson, Saddam Hussein. These are men whose evil goes before them; they are names which can make us sick with fear at just the mention.


  But evil doesn't always proclaim itself to the world; sometimes it exists in the shadows. Sometimes it can be a man like Adolf Eichmann, a quiet nonentity who oversaw the deportation of Jews to the gas chamber and who was described as showing the "banality of evil". Sometimes it can exist in places most of us have never considered, like a small village in rural China, where Yang Xinhai took the lives of 67 people and raped 23 women. 


  Whether a dictator or tyrant, a serial killer, psychopath or drug dealer, what joins these men in their unholy congress is the fact that they made the lives of those around them a misery and the world a worse place. Sometimes you can't help but feel that the luckiest of their victims merely died – a quick death when confronted by these monsters being the better option than the pain and degradation they spread. But a grave is still a grave, and there are millions of them because of the men gathered here.


  The names of some of these men live on in infamy, while some are rarely remembered – but no problem, because when one evil man dies, there is always another to take his place. Like weeds in the garden of humanity, if you tear one out, another will grow in its place – and it will often be stronger than the one you removed. As the philosopher Pascal put it, "Evil is easy, and has infinite forms."


  So join us on a journey to the darkest recesses of the human heart, where cult leaders and mass murderers jostle with tyrants and serial killers, and where criminal masterminds and those who plan for world domination live alongside torturers and sadists. This is a world where troubled hearts and troubled minds drive men to places where no good man would go, and where the game of justice is stacked against those who desire the triumph of truth and decency. And if it can dwell in any heart, then it can dwell in every heart. 


  As a wise man once said, "The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing." Which side are you on? 









ANCIENT MALEVOLENCE








It is said that evil entered the world when Eve bit the apple in the Garden of Eden. Well, that is one possibility. But it seems that the human heart has known evil since the moment it started beating, and that evil has dwelt most successfully in the hearts of men.


  In this chapter we will meet some individuals who lived their lives not for the glory of mankind, but for its disgrace. From the Roman emperor Caligula, who even his friends described as cruel, sadistic and sexually perverted, to the Romanian ruler Vlad the Impaler, whose actions were so despicable that he would be the inspiration for Dracula, these are men whose treachery still revolts down through the centuries.


  But a man need not rule a country to spread evil in his wake – Tomás de Torquemada and Godfrey of Bouillon did it while carrying a Bible, Dhu Shanatir did it with tempting offers of food. One need only have a black spot in one's heart. In the case of some of these men, the whole heart seems to have been black. No light escapes from it, and no victim escapes from them.


  And no matter how far back in the past they are, don't forget, today will be the ancient past one day, and who knows which men will be spoken of with terror in the future, who will be our Caligulas and Draculas? What form will they take, and what new entries will they make in the book of evil?







CALIGULA




You don't need to read up on the lives of many Roman emperors to know that evil was not an abstract concept to many of them. From Elagabalus, whose sexual and religious perversions were so extreme that the historian Gibbon wrote, "Elagabalus had nothing at all to make up for his vices, which are of such a kind that it is too disgusting even to allude to them;" to Tiberius, who spent most of his reign brutally murdering his enemies and then, having run out of them, brutally murdering his friends. Being Roman emperor is no job for the faint- or pure-hearted.


  So to take the laurel as the most evil Roman emperor is no mean feat, and there are really only two men in the running: Nero and his uncle Caligula. If Caligula just shades it, it's because he got in first with many of the evil vices his nephew would later glory in.


  Gaius Caesar Augustus Germanicus, better known by his nickname Caligula, was born in 12 CE, the son of a general. His nickname means "little boot", in reference to the military clothes his father dressed him in. Adopted by Tiberius – who recognized the boy was as evil as himself and declared he was "nursing a viper in Rome's bosom" – Caligula was 24 when he ascended to the throne on the death of Tiberius in 37 CE. By the age of 28, he was dead, assassinated by the notoriously unsentimental Praetorian Guard, for whom Caligula's actions were too hard to stomach.


  Most of Caligula's reign was spent glorifying himself – using the money of the state to build vast palaces for himself and giant statues in his own honour. He declared himself a living God and ordered the population to worship him as ardently as they worshipped their other gods. In fact, more ardently, for by his reckoning he was the greatest of these deities.


  He expanded his powers until they became absolute – so much so that he was delighted to appoint his own horse as consul and leader of the Senate. According to his biographer Suetonius, Caligula's favourite phrase was, "Remember that I have the right to do anything to anybody."


  This included the personal humiliation of those around him – he would force senators to run in front of his chariot, with those who stumbled or fell being crushed beneath it. All women were to be available to him – he had the wives of allies brought to his bed and is rumoured to have slept with his own sisters. After sleeping with a man's wife, he would bring the husband before him and humiliate him with details of his wife's sexual performance.


  Such was Caligula's love of money that he would have piles of it strewn around his palace, just so he could roll around in it. He was known to take pearls from women's necks, dissolve them and drink them from goblets of wine, just because he could. He confiscated many of the estates of the wealthy, adding the money to his own coffers.


  Those who met Caligula always called him extremely ugly and goat-like – in fact, he made it an offence punishable by death to mention a goat in his presence. In fact, the list of capital offences grew and grew under his reign – no one could be sure what behaviour might next be punishable by death. Eventually these offences were not dictated by law, but by his own whims. No one was safe from the executioner's blade.


  And in the end, nor was Caligula. A group of senators and the Praetorian Guard, disgusted by the shame that Caligula had brought to the office of emperor and the shame he had brought to the entire Roman empire, decided it was time to end his reign by a method as bloody as he had used to end the lives of so many. Praetorian tribunes Cassius Chaerea and Cornelius Sabinus, as well as a number of centurions, accosted Caligula just outside one of his palaces as he gave a speech.


  He was stabbed over and over by the conspirators, as were his wife and daughter – the guards wanted to wipe the line of Caligula from Roman history (although his nephew Nero, also evil and who also gets an entry in this book, would also become emperor). Few, if any, mourned Caligula's death. As the historian Cassius Dio wrote a century later, Caligula "learned by actual experience that he was not a god".







GENGHIS KHAN




He wasn't born Genghis Khan – his original name, given to him in 1155, was Temüjin, which means "blacksmith". He was the son of a tribal Mongolian chieftain named Yesugei, and according to legend, his birth was auspicious because he came into the world holding a clot of blood in his hand. 


  But when Temüjin was nine, Yesugei was poisoned, and Temüjin's family was cast out by their tribe and fell into extreme poverty. It seemed the young boy was to live a life of poor obscurity, however auspicious his birth.


  And yet by the time Genghis Khan died, he was the ruler of the largest empire the world had ever seen, stretching 23 million kilometres, encompassing Japan and Eastern Europe in the east, the Indian subcontinent and Iran in the south, and spreading west across what we now call the Middle East, into the Carpathian Mountains, which run across southern Europe. The empire's population of 110 million meant one in four people on Earth was ruled by Khan.

  He was known for demanding and giving complete loyalty to his friends, and for his bloodthirsty dealings with his enemies. You don't get to conquer most of the world by being nice to people.


  Khan's evil streak revealed itself when he was 14. He had an older half-brother, Behter, to whom the meagre family rations and property went first. Temüjin killed him, thus securing his place as the head of the family. It was the first of many rises from his lowly station.


  Khan was known for his charisma and soon used this to secure the friendship of two local chieftains named Jamukha and Toghrul. When he fell out with Jamukha in 1187, they went to war. Temüjin lost and for the next nine years was a subject of the Jin dynasty. He used the time to plot his path to power. First, he defeated Toghrul, then he launched an attack on Jamukha. Defeating his army, Temüjin killed Jamukha in front of the vanquished soldiers with his own hands, reciting as he did what became his first law of engagement – "Never betray your Khan."


  His rapidly expanding army began to amass a series of victories that astonished the world and continue to astonish us now. Army after army fell to him, and he was ruthless in his methods. No leader was ever allowed to survive, so none could stab him in the back. He also made sure that any other members of the leader's clan were exterminated. 


  The enemy army was also routed – he was not one who took prisoners of war; only death awaited the defeated. He even went into conquered villages and eliminated any possible future heroes – it is said he would kill any man taller than the height of a cart axle.


  By 1206, he was the leader of the entire Eurasian Steppe, encompassing everywhere from Hungary to Ukraine and southern Russia, from Kazakhstan to South Asia. He adopted the name Genghis Khan. Khan means ruler, but there are debates around the meaning of Genghis. The most likely option is that it derives from the word for "ocean", and Genghis Khan truly was the ruler of the world up to and including the oceans around Europe and Asia.


  His ruthlessness was legendary – he was known never to leave a score unsettled. For instance, in 1219, when the Shah of the Khwarezmian Empire in Persia (now Iran) broke a trade treaty with the Mongols, Khan's response was swift and brutal. His army went in and killed everyone. Millions were left dead, and a 200-year-old empire simply disappeared.


  It was not the only such act – the population of China fell by tens of millions during his reign, and conservative estimates believe around 40 million people were killed by his armies. This means Genghis Khan killed around 11 per cent of the world's population, over one in ten people.


  His own death was anticlimactic – it is said that he died in 1229 from injuries sustained when he fell from his horse. No one knows where he was buried – his funeral procession was ordered to slaughter anyone they encountered along the trail; it is understood that those on the procession who knew the exact location were also killed to keep the knowledge secret.


  His death was not the end of the Mongol Empire, which would continue to expand under a series of his descendants, perhaps the most famous of whom was Kublai Khan (ruled 1271–1294). On Kublai's death, the empire descended into civil war, then gradually petered out. 


  But the Mongol Empire under Genghis Khan has never been exceeded in terms of sheer size, and its first ruler remains one of the most ruthless and pitiless men ever to walk the earth.
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