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PRAISE FOR SLOW TRAINS AROUND BRITAIN




"Easy-going, discursive and digressive, even those to whom trains are a closed timetable will find this a charming travelogue"


Stuart Maconie, author of The Full English: A Journey in Search of a Country and Its People




"What a pleasure to share this railway odyssey with Tom Chesshyre, whose intrepid wanderings and wry observations present an engaging portrait of Britain in 143 trains"


Simon Bradley, rail historian and author of Bradley's Railway Guide





"This is a book to inspire even the most sluggish of armchair travellers. Not only a paean to the many deep pleasures of train travel, it is full of practical details, hearty enthusiasm and quirky observations. In his 143 circular train visits all over Britain, Tom Chesshyre meets passengers, railway workers, bureaucrats and trainspotters, and listens to their stories of eccentric hobbies as well as their struggles with red-tape and timetabling and making things work. And although he conveys beautifully the romance of the golden age of steam travel, he never wallows in nostalgia, taking an infectious delight, for example, in the many Wetherspoons pubs he finds in railway stations all over the country"


Lucy Lethbridge, author of Tourists: How the British Went Abroad to Find Themselves




"Seasoned traveller that he is, Chesshyre still manages to give a fresh perspective to every new discovery on his journey round the nooks and crannies of the British rail network"


Christian Wolmar, author of Blood, Iron & Gold: How the Railways Transformed the World




"Tom Chesshyre has a gift for transforming the seemingly mundane world of trains into a thrilling ride. Slow Trains Around Britain left me itching to grab a ticket and set off on my own cross-country rail adventure"


George Mahood, author of Free Country: Penniless Adventure the Length of Britain




"A splendid reminder that all (rail) roads lead to Darlington and that, as with food, so with trains: speed can be greatly overrated. Two hundred years on from the dawn of the railway, Tom Chesshyre brilliantly captures the enduring appeal of George Stephenson's world-changing creation. A mustread bicentennial tribute from a self-confessed railway 'nut' who is, mercifully, neither nerd nor trainspotter"


Robert Hardman, author of Charles III: New King. New Court. The Inside Story.





PRAISE FOR TICKET TO RIDE




"Trains, dry wit, evocative descriptions, fascinating people and more trains – what's not to like?"


Christian Wolmar




"This is an engaging, enjoyable and warm-hearted book that will appeal as much to general readers as to lovers of trains"


Simon Bradley




"Like mini-odysseys, Chesshyre's railway journeys are by turns gentle and awesome, and full of surprises"


John Gimlette, author of Elephant Complex: Travels in Sri Lanka




"Funny and illuminating from Crewe to Korea, Ticket to Ride is a hugely entertaining account of the author's travels on the rails the world over – chance encounters fly like sparks"


Sara Wheeler, author of The Magnetic North





PRAISE FOR SLOW TRAINS TO ISTANBUL




"Chesshyre's sharp wit, journalistic eye and knack for finding colourful characters make for cracking travel writing"


Ben Clatworthy, The Times




"Tom Chesshyre is a kind of railway flâneur, drifting across Europe… Hugely enjoyable"


Andrew Martin, author of Night Trains




"Tom Chesshyre… makes you want to experience all his adventures and mishaps for yourself " 


Christian Wolmar




"Combining a train geek's delight with a keen eye for history"


Andrew Eames, author of The 8.55 to Baghdad




"Wry, funny and perceptive, very little escapes Tom Chesshyre's piercing eye on this entertaining odyssey… I loved this book"


Michael Williams, author of On the Slow Train





PRAISE FOR SLOW TRAINS AROUND SPAIN




"A lovely book"


Michael Portillo




"Chesshyre takes us on a wondrously hypnotic meander across Spain… a highly relaxing and subtly addictive read"


Glen Mutel, National Geographic Traveller




"If you ever need convincing that it's better to take the train than to fly, this is the book that makes a persuasive case… a fine read"


Nicky Gardner, hidden europe




"By turns humorous and sharply insightful, he affectionately paints a vivid portrait of a deeply divided and contrasting country, bringing to life its characters and landscapes like few other travel writers can. Always curious, witty and intelligent, his writing style and subject matter are deeply rewarding"


Francisca Kellett, travel writer





PRAISE FOR TALES FROM THE FAST TRAINS




"Compulsory reading…"


Mark Smith, The Man in Seat 61




"If you've 'done' Paris and Bruges and are wondering, 'Where next?', then this may be a quiet revolution"


Andrew Marr




"Splendid 21st-century railway adventure. At last this IS the age of train"

Simon Calder, The Independent






PRAISE FOR SLOW TRAINS TO VENICE





"He casually, and beautifully, bats away the earnestness of travel literature"

Caroline Eden, The Times Literary Supplement





"There is something nostalgic about the clatter of wheels and sleeper trains… by the end, the reader will struggle to resist the urge to follow his lead "


The Economist




"A work of brilliant geekery"


National Geographic




"Entertaining and enjoyable"


Christian Wolmar




"A diverting and thought-provoking read"


Simon Bradley




"Tom Chesshyre pays homage to a Europe that we are leaving behind and perhaps never understood. Che bella corsa! He is the master of slow locomotion"

Roger Boyes, The Times





PRAISE FOR LOST IN THE LAKES




"A carnival of characters"


Christopher Somerville, author of Britain's Best Walks




"A charming book… uplifting at every turn"


Rebecca Lowe, author of The Slow Road to Tehran




"Part travelogue, part social commentary, this gem of a book succeeds in being both politically engaged and uproariously entertaining – a rare feat in travel writing and a welcome new direction for the genre"


Oliver Balch, author of Under the Tump




"Chesshyre has a journalist's ability to intersperse descriptions of dazzling scenery with brisk historical facts… this book makes you yearn to go there"


Kate Green, Country Life




"Chesshyre [has] an eye for the lives of ordinary folk, the sweat and smoke behind the idyll"


Brian Morton, Times Literary Supplement





PRAISE FOR FROM SOURCE TO SEA




"A portrait of England and the English in our time, it is peppered with fascinating historical and literary markers"


Christina Hardyment, author of Writing the Thames




"An enjoyable refuge from everyday life"


Clive Aslet, The Times




"A highly readable and entertaining saunter along England's iconic river"

Christopher Somerville





"I found myself quickly falling into step beside Tom Chesshyre, charmed by his amiable meanderings, pointed observations and meetings with strangers"

Fergus Collins, BBC Countryfile Magazine




"Readers should perhaps prepare themselves for a whole new wave of Whither England? type books in the months and years ahead, and Chesshyre's is a not unwelcome early attempt to answer that seemingly urgent question"


Ian Sansom, Times Literary Supplement





PRAISE FOR TO HULL AND BACK




"Tom Chesshyre celebrates the UK… discovering pleasure in the unregarded wonders of the 'unfashionable underbelly' of Britain. The moral, of course, is that heaven is where you find it"


Frank Barrett, The Mail on Sunday




"You warm to Chesshyre, whose cultural references intelligently inform his postcards from locations less travelled"


Iain Finlayson, The Times





PRAISE FOR HOW LOW CAN YOU GO?




"Highly readable Bill Bryson-esque travel writing"


Clover Stroud, The Sunday Telegraph




"A hilarious record of a low-cost odyssey around the least salubrious corners of Europe"


Celia Brayfield, The Times





PRAISE FOR A TOURIST IN THE ARAB SPRING




"A charming travel companion, entertaining and engaging"


Times Literary Supplement





PRAISE FOR GATECRASHING PARADISE




"Revealing aspects of a surprising little tropical nation wholly unknown to holidaymakers, Gatecrashing Paradise compares honorably with Arthur Grimble's A Pattern of Islands"


Alexander Frater, author of Chasing the Monsoon
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"An engine on a public railroad would be a perpetual nuisance"

George Overton, original surveyor for the Stockton and Darlington Railway, 1825




"I am never sure of time or place upon a Railroad… I can only dream… I know nothing about myself – for anything I know, I may be coming from the Moon"

Charles Dickens




"You go away for a long time and return a different person – you never come all the way back"

 Paul Theroux










In some instances, names of those encountered during the train journeys for this book have been altered.






PREFACE




In a small market town in the north-east of England 200 years ago (in 1825), something momentous happened: ticket-bearing human beings began moving along wrought-iron tracks on a contraption with wheels powered by an engine.


  This contraption was called a "train". The name came from a French word around since the Middle Ages – traîne (to be in tow, tugged behind) – first used to describe parts of gowns trailing after the wearer. Over the years, the word morphed to refer to those following VIPs in a procession, a line of people/animals, and eventually to carriages clattering down tracks.


  However, what happened in Darlington along a 26-mile line to Stockton, chosen as it connected collieries, was groundbreaking.


  Horse-tugged trains had been around for years, yet this was quite different. A machine known as a "locomotive" was now up front: a combination of two Latin words, loco ("from a place") and motivus ("causing motion"), welded in French in the seventeenth century to form locomotif, meaning "pertaining to movement".


  Over time this had morphed too, becoming locomotive in early nineteenth-century Britain, and referring to an engine travelling along rails under its own power.


  By the mid-2020s, 1.3 million miles of railway lines criss-crossed the planet.


  The invention seemed to have proved quite popular.


  And I was about to find out why.


  On a whole bunch of trains round Britain.
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