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An Introduction to Archaeology

Who are we? Where did we come from? How did those who came before us live? How did they love? How did they make art? Make money? Make communities? What happened when they died? And what can we learn from them about how to live?

Since the human brain reached its present size – around 300,000 years ago! – people have wondered about the world they live in. We have asked questions which, at times, have seemed impossible to answer. We have thought deeply and looked for clues. And a few hundred years ago, we discovered a way of looking at the world that would bring to life the great – and not-so-great – civilizations that came before us.




The Way Was Archaeology

Starting with some of the great adventurers of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, archaeology has sought to explore and understand the thousands – possibly millions – of different ways that humans have tackled the great problem of living.

From the first tools to the pyramids and from vast terracotta armies to small jars of oil, everything that falls under the gaze of the archaeologist is a portal to a different world. You will see things that will amaze and astound because they are so different from the things we make, and things that induce the same feeling because they are so similar.

So come along on this fascinating journey – not just into the past, but also into the present and the future. The world will be your oyster – let’s open it and have a look inside!
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