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Introduction

Gin is a drink that puts a smile on people’s faces. It can pick you up after a tough day at the office, it can breathe life into a social occasion and, if you have any excuse for a celebration, gin will gladly join in.

Right now, we are in a golden age for gin. For every well-known classic that has stood the test of time, there are hundreds of new products enticing gin enthusiasts with their vast array of exciting flavours. Style boundaries are being pushed in increasingly new and innovative directions and more countries than ever before are producing gin of exceptional quality.

In this book we’ll delve into the history of gin and look at some of the reasons that have made it so successful. We’ll help you to navigate the many styles of gin available, learn about the process that goes into making gin and find out more about the botanical ingredients that are used to flavour it. We will show you how to serve gin – from finding its perfect tonic partner to picking the right garnish – and we will teach you how best to appreciate its flavours. And finally, we’ll introduce you to some of the best cocktails in which to enjoy it.

There has never been a better time to be a gin fan, so settle down in a comfy chair, pour yourself your favourite type and let’s see if we can make that smile even bigger.
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