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Introduction

Imagine this: a trolley is travelling along a track which divides into two just a little further on. If the trolley continues in the direction it is currently heading, it will hit five people standing in its way. But there is a lever at the junction. If you pull it, the trolley will take a second track, killing the one person who is standing there. So, if you do nothing, five people will die, but you will not be responsible. If you pull the lever, only one person dies, but it will be your fault. What should you do?

Don’t worry if you don’t know the answer. Some of the greatest minds have grappled with the “Trolley Problem” since it was thought up by the brilliant British philosopher Elizabeth Anscombe in 1967. The debate goes on.

Welcome to the world of Ethics. It is a world all of us live in every day, perhaps without realizing it. We constantly ask ethical questions – what is the right thing to do in a certain set of circumstances? What can we base our decisions on? Is there always, as some philosophers argue, a correct choice, or, as others have argued, is it not always clear?



This book will explore everyday Ethics, drawing on some of the greatest thinkers of all time, from Aristotle, who wrote the first systematic book of Ethics sometime between 335 and 322 BCE (Before Common Era), to contemporary philosophers grappling with issues such as genetic engineering and AI (artificial intelligence).

Should you read on? For this question, there is really only one answer…
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