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INTRODUCTION





It is a bond that, even in civilian life, is one of the most enduring and precious on Earth – that between human and dog. But in times of war, the connection becomes absolute. Again and again dogs have accompanied humans on their most extreme missions. They have shown extraordinary loyalty, extraordinary intelligence, extraordinary fortitude and bravery.


  In this book you will read some of the greatest tales of courage and friendship, not just in the world of dogs, but in the world – full stop. From the "mercy dogs" who found and tended the wounded in world wars, to the bomb disposal dogs who have accompanied humans from the first time the power of explosives was harnessed, to the brave dogs who went over the top when serving in the trenches, to the daredevil dogs who fought their wars in the sky, this is a catalogue of the great and the small, the fast and the slow, the ancient and the modern. The dogs here are known to us by name, but they are a small fraction of those who have served. Like their human compatriots, for every story that is told, a hundred more are never known.


  So as you read on, take a moment to think of each dog as representing a hundred more like themselves, maybe even a thousand more. These are the war dogs, and this is their story.



ANTIS: THE RADAR DOG





The only thing they could think to do was to kill the dog, a German shepherd puppy, and when the Czech air gunner Václav Robert Bozděch entered the farmhouse carrying a rock, that was exactly what he intended to do. It was not the dog's fault, he knew that, but if it didn't stop howling, Bozděch and his fellow gunner, Pierre Duval, would be captured or shot.


  Their plane had crashed in no-man's-land between the French and German lines a couple of hours earlier, and they had stumbled across the abandoned farmhouse nearby. Inside they found the puppy, badly emaciated. Moved by the poor dog, Bozděch fed it chocolate he melted in a frying pan he had found.


  But the pair knew they had to try to get to the French line before morning. So they said goodbye to the puppy, leaving it some water and more chocolate, and headed into the night.


  It was then the howling started. As the sky burst into light with German flares seeking the crash site, the dog howled and howled. There was nothing to be done. Picking up a rock, Bozděch volunteered to go back and kill the dog.


  He couldn't. He just couldn't. Even at the risk of his own life, Bozděch just couldn't do it. Instead, he picked up the puppy, put him in his flight jacket and ran to join his friend. The threesome then ran for the trees, where they were found by a party of French troops.


  So began the legend of Antis, as Bozděch named him in honour of his favourite aircraft, the ANT-40. The pair became inseparable – and it was as if Antis had known the risk that Bozděch had taken and wished to repay his act of bravery and mercy.


  "Ant", as the dog was also know, became a member of Bozděch's squadron, sleeping at his friend's feet every night, and joining in air force life. He would also watch the planes leave for each mission and perform a head count with his wet nose to make sure all had returned. He was known as the "radar dog" for his uncanny ability to warn of incoming raids before the sophisticated equipment did.


  When Bozděch was gone, Ant was inconsolable, so the Czech came up with a novel solution – the dog would join him in the air. With Duval flying, Bozděch manned the guns with his faithful hound lying next to him. According to Bozděch, even at the height of battle, when the guns were exploding all around them, Ant would barely stir. His sense of calmness rubbed off on Bozděch, who became braver in the face of each danger.


  Only when Ant was injured was he forced to wait on the ground, refusing to come inside, no matter how cold, until his companion returned.


  When Bozděch's squadron was disbanded after the fall of France, the pair fled across the defeated country, Bozděch often carrying Antis on his shoulders. He briefly lost the dog on a train, but it turned out that Antis had smelled chocolate and had sought out the girl eating it! 

  Arriving in England, the pair joined the 311 Squadron, based first in Liverpool and then Norfolk. Despite regulations banning the dog from flight, Antis joined Bozděch on around thirty missions and became the squadron's mascot.


  The end of the fighting was not the end of the war for the pair. They returned to Czechoslovakia, but were forced to flee again in 1948 after the Communist Party coup d'état. Antis helped a number of Czechs escape, guiding them around searchlights and the field of fire so they could cross safely into what was then West Germany. 

  Antis was awarded the Dickin Medal for bravery in 1949, and Bozděch became a British citizen in 1951. The little puppy he could not kill lived to be 14. His gravestone reads: "There is an old belief/That on some solemn shore/Beyond the sphere of grief/Dear friends shall meet once more."


  Bozděch never returned to his homeland and died in 1980. Who is to say that his faithful companion was not there waiting for him – and another piece of chocolate?


ARLO: THE HERO OF KOREA





The date, 16 May 1952. Night-time. Korea. The US squad of 16 men and their Chinese adversaries were only a few hundred yards apart. The Chinese didn't know that the Americans were there. The Americans didn't know that the Chinese were there – yet.


  The mission was a simple one, but dangerous. The men were under the command of Lieutenant Peter Jourdonnais. They had been sent out to investigate a road that the US was hoping to use to bring reinforcements. The road had three bridges, and the question was whether they could support the weight of tanks. There was no desire to engage with the enemy – just check the bridges and return to base. 

  There were seventeenth and eighteenth members of the squad who also had one simple and dangerous job: to ensure that the squad was not attacked. Sergeant Jack North and the six-year-old German shepherd named Arlo were an experienced team. The dog was a member of one of the US Army's elite units – the 26th Infantry Scout Dog Platoon.


  The platoon had been set up during the Second World War, and its team of dogs and handlers had played vital roles in the Allied victory. After the war, they were mostly used to show the American public the importance of military dogs. Then the Korean War happened.


  At first, only seven teams were deployed in Korea, but the number soon increased as their worth was once again demonstrated. Loyal, intelligent and courageous, the dogs of the 26th were to take part in some fifteen hundred operations in Korea, and in a review after the war they were credited with reducing the number of casualties by 65 per cent. One dog, York, was known to have participated in 148 combat missions.


  Some didn't make it back – one dog named Champ stepped on a mine and was killed. Another called Happy refused to budge as the troops were advancing. His handler told the captain there must be an unseen danger ahead. The captain paid no heed, carried on and tripped a booby trap, killing himself and Happy.


  Back at the road, the bridges had been checked, and the squad began to relax. Everything had gone to plan. 

  It was then that Arlo gave North a scent alert. He smelled something – there was someone, somewhere. North signalled to the men on the ground and then explained the situation to Jourdonnais. The squad leader deployed 14 men on one side of the road and two on the other – North and Arlo stayed in the middle of the road so the dog had direct access to both approaches. It was decided they would remain in position until sunrise. 

  Half an hour later, they heard Chinese voices. Arlo had picked up the scent when they were miles away. Had he not, the squad would have been ambushed at this range. They managed to keep their hiding positions – in fact, due to Arlo's actions, had they chosen to engage, they would have had the advantage. But that was not their mission. The squad listened as the voices faded into the distance.


  The squad waited on Arlo, who gave the all-clear. They then crept their way back to base, arriving at 1 a.m. The dog had saved their lives.


  Arlo's actions that night might not fall under the category of courageous – he jumped on no mine, attacked no gunner, never dived into a battlefield to pull a wounded soldier to safety. But there is another type of courage in war – the courage to do one's duty despite the ever-present threat of death. As anyone who has served will tell you, this is one of the most courageous parts of any mission. Arlo and his fellow 26-ers had this type of bravery in spades. Each one was a hero, and Arlo was head of the pack.
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