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Introduction

“Death and taxes” are often cited as the only two certainties in life. However, there is a third element: crime. Since laws were created, there has always been a minority of individuals who try to break them. One of the oldest written laws, the Code of Hammurabi, composed in 1750 BCE, included brutal punishments “to make justice visible in the land, to destroy the wicked person and the evildoer”. Nearly 4,000 years later, the shadowy realms of criminal networks and transnational misdeeds are expanding at an unprecedented rate. Our dynamic society breeds a whole spectrum of wrongdoing, from petty theft to cybercrime.

This book introduces you to the world of criminology and reveals why crimes are preventable and offenders are not simply “evil”. You will explore big questions in the discipline, such as: What causes someone to offend? Why do crime rates vary in different areas? By exploring crime from a variety of angles, you will see how criminology plays a big part in managing deviance and designing safer societies.
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