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INTRODUCTION





In the 1960s, British rock band The Who sang about not wishing to be fooled again, but when it comes to being scammed and swindled, it happens to us all the time. Why do we fall for the con artists? Whether it's via personal contact or, more likely nowadays, via a text or an email, scammers and swindlers are always finding new ways to ensnare us.


  There is a long history of scammers attempting to take money that isn't theirs. Back in the nineteenth century, the term "snake oil salesman" was used to describe those attempting to pass off a product consisting of water and dye as a life-saving potion. They had great success, and this practice still happens today. After a while, even the most cynical person might crack when presented with a must-have offer and hand over their hard-earned cash. You never know, it might just work…


  The con artist, the scammer, the swindler, the forger, the phisher and the insider trader still operate because they get a return on their schemes. In Britain in 2022, £2,300 was taken by fraudulent means every minute of every day, amounting to £1.2 billion.


  For all those who have been caught and appear in these pages, we can only wonder how many escape detection. What scams have been run that we never hear of? Not just those con artists that slipped under the radar and were not spotted, but those that were indeed discovered and, fearing bad publicity, the company or the individuals affected decided not to prosecute?


  The schemes we do know about can beggar belief. Among the line-up in our rogue's gallery are: the American man who made thousands from placing farmyard animals' testicles into human males' own scrotums, the fake Czech aristocrat who sold the Eiffel Tower, the Australian woman who made millions by saying alternative therapies saved her from a cancer she didn't have and the Indonesian man who put inferior wine into bottles of famous vintages and sold them at a huge profit. And no book of con artists could miss those giant figures whose names are synonymous with fraud: Charles Ponzi, Frank Abagnale, Bernie Madoff and Han van Meegeren.


  The one lesson from this book is to enjoy the tales while also keeping a watchful eye on anyone offering a scheme that might just appear too good to be true. Con artists are skilled in spotting the vulnerable "marks" who they feel sure will fall for their ruses. Don't be one of them!
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