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INTRODUCTION





Dog lovers the world over know that the pups they adore are more than just pets and animals; they are friends, confidants, helpers and sometimes even rescuers. The true stories in this book, drawn from around the globe, open a window into a world where the lines between species blur and the bonds of friendship, loyalty and love intertwine in intricate patterns. In these pages, you will find a diverse array of captivating tales, each one bringing to life a unique connection between a human and their faithful canine companion.


  Throughout, the humble heroes of these tales are the dogs themselves – from seasoned service animals whose unwavering dedication is nothing short of astounding, to lively puppies whose infectious zest for life brightens even the cloudiest day. Dogs share not only our homes but also our most poignant life moments. They stand by us through life's trials and triumphs, their loyalty unwavering, their love unconditional.


  The stories featured here echo, with the rhythm of a wagging tail, the joy in a dog's bounding leap and the simple comfort of a furry head to scratch. This anthology serves as a celebration of our four-legged friends and the profound impact they have on our lives.







ARTHUR: THE JUNGLE ADVENTURER




In the world of extreme sports, tales of human resilience often steal the limelight. But during the 2014 Adventure Racing World Championship, a story unfolded that was far removed from the sweat and strain of human competitors. This is the story of Arthur, a scruffy but determined stray who, over the course of a punishing 430-mile race through the rainforest, found his place in the world and a family to call his own.


  Arthur's adventure began in the steamy jungles of Ecuador. In the midst of an international field of athletes, this unassuming dog first entered the race with the most innocent of acts – he took a gift of a meatball from Mikael Lindnord, captain of Team Peak Performance, of Sweden. Mikael was unaware then that this simple gesture of kindness would lead to a bond of friendship that would endure for years.


  Arthur attached himself to the team for the rest of the journey. His was an unfathomable decision – to follow a group of endurance athletes as they trekked, swam and kayaked through harsh terrain, from dense rainforests to towering mountains. The friendly stray dog proved himself an unexpected source of morale for Team Peak Performance, his tail constantly wagging and his spirit undeterred by the gruelling conditions. Arthur's heart was set on staying with the team he'd chosen; day after day, he waded through mud, climbed over rocks and even doggy-paddled alongside their kayaks through the murky river water to prove his loyalty. Finally, during a particularly long, strenuous section, Mikael lifted Arthur into his boat, sealing the dog's position as the fifth member of their team.


  As the race continued, Arthur's unwavering spirit became a symbol of hope and resilience for the Swedish athletes. His presence, even during the most challenging parts of the journey, brought an unspoken comfort to the team. 


  Six days after starting, Team Peak Performance crossed the finish line and celebrated not only their accomplishment but also their newest member. Yet, they knew they couldn't leave Arthur behind. Mikael decided to adopt Arthur, initiating a lengthy and complicated process of researching quarantine laws, scheduling veterinary checks and filling out paperwork.


  The story of Arthur's loyalty and the team's efforts to take him home with them quickly captured global media attention, rallying public support. Soon, Arthur was enjoying a calm life as Mikael's beloved pet in Scandinavia, where he lived until he died in 2020. The connection between the stray from the Ecuadorian jungle and the endurance athlete from Sweden is proof that, sometimes, genuinely memorable adventures come to us in the most unexpected ways.







ANGEL: THE COUGAR FIGHTER




In the quiet town of Boston Bar, 125 miles north-east of Vancouver, Canada, an unassuming golden retriever named Angel proved herself to be a hero. At just 18 months old, Angel was known for her playful and friendly disposition. But beneath her jovial exterior, there resided an indomitable spirit and a courageous heart ready to protect the family she loved.


  Angel's story began on a chilly day in January 2010, in the company of 11-year-old Austin Forman. Austin had spent a good part of the afternoon outside in the family's backyard, diligently collecting firewood to fight off the winter chill. Little did he know that his peaceful pursuit had caught the attention of a mountain lion, also known as a cougar, that was silently watching from the shadows.


  As the tension in the air grew, Angel, who usually frolicked playfully, became unusually attentive to Austin, constantly trailing behind him. In hindsight, Austin's family realized that this signalled Angel's awareness of the danger lurking in the shadows.


  When the big cat broke cover and charged straight for the boy, Angel didn't hesitate. In a heartbeat, she positioned herself between Austin and the ferocious beast, staring the cougar down and buying Austin crucial time to sprint indoors. Through the window, Angel's family saw their playful pet locked in a fierce and life-threatening battle. It was difficult to know what to do, so they quickly contacted the police.


  Fortunately, Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) Constable Chad Gravelle was nearby and arrived on the scene within a minute. The spectacle that greeted him was a chilling one. The cougar was crouched beneath the back porch, its teeth sinking into Angel's neck. The sound of the dog's pained cries cut through the cold Canadian air. Without hesitation, Constable Gravelle fired two rounds into the cougar, yet the cat refused to yield.


  Summoning his resolve, Constable Gravelle advanced closer, until he was a mere 5 feet away from the beast. Taking careful aim, he fired once more, ending the cougar's relentless assault. Even in death, the cat's jaws remained clamped around Angel. With a mighty effort, the officer pried them loose and freed the injured dog.


  With her horrifying ordeal over, Angel was immediately rushed to a local veterinarian. Her injuries were extensive, with puncture wounds on her head and neck, and one eye severely swollen. However, thanks to prompt medical attention, her condition wasn't life-threatening. She had survived. More importantly, she had protected young Austin, ensuring that he remained unscathed.


  In the aftermath, the boy and his family were left marvelling at their ordinarily happy-go-lucky pet, now hailed as a true hero. Sergeant Peter Thiessen of the RCMP stated that Austin's encounter with the cougar could have been much more serious, even fatal, had Angel not stepped in. The golden retriever had selflessly placed herself between an advancing predator and her young friend, demonstrating extraordinary bravery.
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