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INTRODUCTION

Mental time travel is an incredible ability – we use our imagination to recall past experiences, picture the future and even transport ourselves to a different era without ever leaving our current location. Physical time travel remains in the realm of science fiction for now. But what if you could touch the past? What if you could see a creature that lived millions of years ago or discover a species that has lain hidden for thousands of years? For palaeontologists, this type of time travel is possible, and their discoveries are helping us to unravel the mysteries of Earth’s 4.6-billion-year history.

Palaeontology is the scientific study of ancient life, including the evolution and behaviour of extinct organisms. Unlike archaeologists who dig up artefacts and architectural ruins to understand the earliest human cultures, palaeontologists focus on the fossils of ancient life – bacteria, fungi, plants and animals, including your childhood favourite: dinosaurs. This book takes you on a whirlwind tour of the subject, revealing our planet’s distant past and the creatures that once walked where you do today.
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