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INTRODUCTION





Back in the 1970s, the American TV detective Lieutenant Columbo had a hallmark habit of returning one last time to the scene of an unsolved crime, where he would ask someone apparently uninvolved in the crime "just one more thing…" And then he'd ask an incisive critical question, the answer to which would invariably lead to him pointing the finger of guilt at that person, thereby solving the crime.


  In the real world, however, some cases are simply unsolvable. But it's not just crimes that often go unsolved. People go missing for good after saying they're just popping out to the shop; ships sail off into the horizon and are never seen again; aircraft suddenly vanish off the radar mid-flight. There is almost always a great deal of speculation as to what happened. But often, that's all it is – fruitless conjecture, and, with no solid answers ever surfacing, they remain forever shrouded in mystery.


  But that lack of resolution is what makes these cases all the more intriguing, because, as any true lover of mysteries will tell you, the as yet unsolved ones will not leave us alone. They dominate our thoughts as we puzzle over what could have happened; we want to explore all the angles. Once a mystery is neatly solved, it's no longer beguiling. Our curiosity is satisfied, and we move on. Unsolved mysteries spark the imagination and set us off down all sorts of tantalizing alleyways – both real and metaphorical – in a bid to reach the truth.


  This book is divided into six chapters, each one dealing with a distinct category of unsolved mystery: strange disappearances, ghosts and haunted places, mystifying landmarks, suspicious deaths, legendary creatures, alien encounters and UFO sightings. There are stories from all over the world, and from hundreds – even thousands – of years ago right up to the present day. 


  Within these chapters, too, there are a few record-breakers: the first ransom kidnapping to be widely reported in America; the first death in pursuit of a UFO; the world's most documented UFO sighting; the world's oldest artworks; and "the missingest man in New York". 


  The accounts here are often just scratching the surface of the full stories, with articles and books devoted to searches for the truth.


  A handful of the mysteries presented in the following pages were, in the end, solved – at least to a degree. But most weren't. Or haven't been yet. But, as you'll read, that didn't stop people from becoming obsessed with trying to find answers to these puzzling conundrums, sometimes devoting their entire lives to the quest.


  Despite the fictional Columbo's uncanny ability to solve the most unsolvable crimes, in the real world of unsolved mysteries, it often turns out that no conclusion can ever be definitive. And that, as you're about to discover, is what makes these cases so compelling.
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