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INTRODUCTION





There are many ways to be a fool, but perhaps the most foolish of these is to believe that the world is as it seems. Across many centuries and across many cultures, people have believed that the physical world we inhabit is only one part of a larger magical realm, in which strange happenings are normal and what we call normal is strange.


From things that go bump in the night, to unexplained disappearances, to apparent feats of magic beyond belief, human history is filled with phenomena that science struggles to explain, but that no rational being can ignore. 


So come on a journey into the occult, that mystical place of supernatural phenomena, where twins are reincarnations of their dead sisters, where dolls come to life, where a ghostly wedding feast happens on the anniversary of a bloodcurdling massacre. A place where people mysteriously fall from aeroplanes and aeroplanes fall from the sky, disappear or encounter objects unknown to humans. Where death is always close by and may never be explained. But where death may not be the end, either, if you are lucky – or unlucky – enough to enter another realm. 


Where people are cursed by witches, or by destiny, and die in unexplained ways. A place where children turn into ghosts, ghosts into children and imaginary friends may be one or the other. Behind every doorway is another possible encounter with the weird, the eerie, the terrifying and the occult. It is a place where a person can be possessed, or a whole family or community, where mass hysteria can rule and devils be found in every pair of eyes. 


And that's just the human world. This is also a journey to the limits of all living creatures, and many that are not living. This is the world of cryptozoology, which seeks out all those beasts which science has no name for, beasts that roam not only the Earth but the other worlds that are alleged to exist above, below and in the spaces between. From Gorgons to Grootslangs, deathworms to banshees, you will feel a strange sense of familiarity with these creatures who not only walk the Earth but also walk in dreams. You may have caught them out of the corner of your eye – pray you don't meet them face to face.


The door is open, so come into this world, because this world is your world. You may go about your ordinary business but occasionally stop to wonder why you feel a little strange sometimes, and what that knocking in the walls might be. Take this journey and, whatever you believe now, by the end you may see things a little more clearly…
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