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Wine makes every meal an occasion, every table more elegant, every day more civilized.

André Simon


Introduction

Can you imagine a good meal and genuine friendship shared without wine? It is possible, but the inclusion of wine heightens the experience.

Wine is the talking point of a table. Whether it is the knowledge of the host (“1996! A great year for Pinot Noir”) or a wild story (“We were lost in a storm, then we found this little vineyard…”), wine pulls everyone together. It enhances the quality of the food and the company and leads to an all-round more enjoyable experience.

My taste for wine began at a young age when I was invited to share the Christmas port or sherry. It made me feel part of the family in a complex and mature way.

At university, I developed a genuine interest in wine. While nights of hedonism were usually fuelled by cocktails, good wine was something we shared on quieter evenings, pooling our resources to buy an interesting bottle from a local independent cellar, our focus on quality and taste, not volume. Wine to me has always been the facilitator of good conversation, the leveller among friends, the generosity embodied in both host and guest; who turns up to dinner without a bottle of wine?

I’ve now spent several years writing about wine – both the industry and the beverage – and much of my personal time has been invested in touring vineyards and tasting. I love nothing more than taking my family or interested friends along on these tours and supporting them to enjoy the fruits of the winemaker’s labours at a deeper level. My hope is that this book will ferment that knowledge into a simple and, I hope, enjoyable guide to boost your understanding and confidence around wine.

 

 

 

 

Wine is bottled poetry.

Robert Louis Stevenson
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