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INTRODUCTION






Scientists have never been able to pinpoint the moment in history when cats began to live with humans but some now believe it could have happened as long as 12,000 years ago. They were revered as gods in Ancient Egypt, and for a short while in medieval times they were reviled as demons. But they have been our constant companions and one of the most enduringly popular family pets.


Cats are creatures of contradiction: they are independent but loving; they are aloof and desperate for attention; they do what they want and yet they seem to know when you need them; they are energetic little acrobats and yet sleep 75 per cent of the time; they are cute and they are deadly hunters. You cannot define a cat without contradicting yourself and, despite years of scientific research into their behaviour and psychology, there are still aspects of the Felis catus that remain a mystery to us. Cats have been the subject of literature and songs: they have been lauded as heroes and have become international media stars, and it's often said that the internet is almost entirely made of cats. For as long as cats have been with us, they have been a source of endless fascination.


In this anthology I have gathered stories of just a few of the cats who have captured our hearts and our imaginations. Here you will find tales of loyalty, compassion, love, bravery, survival and strength, as well as stories that will remind you that cats can be really, really weird. And they will show you that, even after so many years of living together, there is still much about our feline companions that we have yet to understand – and much they can still do to surprise us.
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