


[image: An illustration of Frank, a hamster with brown fur and a tuft of hair sticking up in the middle of his head. He is sitting up in a grassy area, and his front paws are held up on either side of his shocked face. A colourful swirl dotted with stars appears around him. Sana, a girl with plaited brown hair, is in the background, smiling as she peers out at Frank from behind a tree. She is wearing pink dungarees with a black and white striped top underneath. The words ‘My Magic Hamster’ are set in a cloud. A pink star is featured on the cover, and it says, ‘Two stories in one’.]
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Story One

Time Trouble

[image:  Frank the hamster, with a tuft of hair sticking up in the middle of his head. He is sitting up, munching happily on a round biscuit with 3 bites taken out of it, held in his front paws.]



[image: Frank, with a tuft of his hair sticking up in the middle of his head. He is sitting down on all 4 paws, looking expectantly ahead.]
Chapter One

Sana Khan was eating her breakfast with two huge eyes watching her. For the past few weeks, she’d been having marmalade on toast. Sana wasn’t the biggest fan of marmalade. She’d much rather have raspberry jam or her favourite, chocolate spread. But when Mum set the jars out on the kitchen table each morning, Frank’s pleading eyes always had her reaching for the speckled orange jelly.

“Here you go, Frank,” Sana said, ripping the crust from one slice and holding it out for her hamster.

Normal hamsters shouldn’t eat human food. But Frank wasn’t a normal hamster. He could understand everything Sana was saying and, most amazingly, he could do actual magic!

So far, Frank could grant wishes and turn into different animals. Sana was pretty sure he had even more powers tucked away. The thing was, though, Frank was quite cheeky with his magic, like the time he parachuted out her window or turned into a lion, so Sana had to be careful how and when they used it.

She didn’t mind if he didn’t do any magic at all. Frank was the best hamster in the entire world and her absolute best friend!

“Are you nearly finished, love?” Mum asked. “We need to leave soon to get to school on time.”

Sana gobbled her toast. “Finished!”

[image: Frank sitting next to a plate of toast, with a blissful smile on his face as he munches on a small piece of crust, dropping crumbs everywhere.]
“What about Frank?” Mum eyed him on the table.

“Um, almost finished?” Sana said.

Frank chewed faster, the last bit of crust disappearing inside his mouth and filling his cheeks until they puffed up like round balls.

“Well done, Frank.” Mum smiled. “Now, both of you upstairs, please. We’ll be going in fifteen minutes.”

Sana heard a small squeak. She looked at Frank and saw him frowning at all the scattered crumbs from their breakfast, and she knew he wanted to lick up every last one.

Frank’s nose did a funny twitch.

Sana’s eyes widened because Frank’s nose twitched like that when he was about to make a wish. Luckily, Frank could only make a wish if Sana had made one first. She tried to remember if she had by accident, but she didn’t think so.

Frank’s nose stilled. 

Sana sighed in relief.

And then his whole body did a jiggly wobble like he was a bowl of jelly.

“What was that?” Sana asked.

She glanced up and her mouth dropped open.

Mum was completely frozen!



[image: Sana sits at the breakfast table staring in astonishment at Mum, who is standing frozen, her hand in mid-air. Frank is smiling mischievously beside an empty plate.]
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