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WHAT IS A DIVE BAR?

DIVE BAR RULE

KARAOKE PLAYLIST

DIVE SNACKS

THE DIVE BAR AT HOME

GLASSWARE

THE KNACK

THE BACK BAR

PROFILES

STONEWALL INN, NEW YORK, USA

CHEZ JEANNETTE, PARIS, FRANCE

B.Y.G, TOKYO, JAPAN

SALTY DAWG SALOON, ALASKA, USA

SUNNY’S, REDHOOK, USA

TRISHA’S, LONDON, UK

THE BEARDED TIT, REDFERN, AUSTRALIA

TWO SCHMUCKS, BARCELONA, SPAIN

CANDLELIGHT LOUNGE, NEW ORLEANS, USA

LA PIOJERA, SANTIAGO, CHILE

50
Classic Cocktail
RECIPES

1. Ferrari

2. Americano

3. Negroni

4. Negroni Bianco

5. Long Island Iced Tea

6. Cosmopolitan

7. the perfect Gin & Tonic

8. Boilermaker

9. Moscow Mule

10. Manhattan

11. Bloody Mary

12. Bloody Maria & her sisters

13. Daiquiri

14. Cuba Libre

15. Greyhound

16. Margarita

17. French

18. Gimlet

19. Tom Collins

20. Martinez

21. Whisky Sour

22. Boulevardier

23. Vermouth & Tonic

24. Espresso Martini

25. Dirty Martini

26. Porn Star Martini

27. JÄgerBomb

28. Man About Town

29. NYC Sour

30. Hot Apple Cider

31. GlÖgg

32. Michelada

33. Shandy

34. Yale Cocktail

35. Rob Roy

36. Oyster Bay

37. 7 & 7

38. la Louisiane

39. Gin, grapefruit & bitters

40. Amaretto Sour

41. pink Gin & Tonic

42. Cold Brew Spritzer

43. Old Pal

44. Negroni Sbagliato

45. Salty Dog

46. Tequila sunrise

47. Paloma

48. Acapulco

49. lagerita

50. kamikaze

51. Bartender’s Choice

INDEX

ABOUT DAN JONES
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WHAT IS A DIVE BAR?
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What is a dive bar? And how might you know you are in one? Imagine it’s late and you’ve hastily stumbled into the nearest bar with an open sign. You get a spot at the bar, pick your poison, and as you first raise a glass to your lips, you take a proper glance at the interior. There might be a comforting sense of shabbiness. A flicker of almost-dead neon. The aroma of stale pretzels. Halloween decorations still up in July. Perhaps there is an eclectic, junk-filled back bar and a plushie Garfield stuck to the register. Wood-effect tables. Duct-taped warm leatherette. A jukebox cranking out Brandy and Monica’s ‘The Boy is Mine’. And you think to yourself, ‘Wait . . . am I in a dive?’

Perhaps we could identify a true dive bar not just by its interior décor, but by who we see around us, be it a three-legged dog on wheels, perhaps, or Sister Mary Clarence having a quiet Old Fashioned in the corner, or a drinker who gathers up their grocery bags at closing time, clearly having been there six hours too long.

Or should we look to the movies to discern the ultimate dive? There’s the brash saloon in Coyote Ugly (2000) or The Imperial in Sydney, the drag bar on the wrong side of the tracks in Priscilla, Queen of the Desert (1994). Are English working men’s clubs de facto dive bars? What about Australia’s raucous RSLs (Returned and Services League)? They certainly both peddle delicious beige food and have lurid, optical-illusion carpets.

But perhaps what makes a bar a true dive is the atmosphere, as nebulous and ever-changing as a cloud of vape smoke; it’s a feeling. You take another sip and then, like a ghostly voice from some distant spiritual plane, Natasha Bedingfield’s 2004 mega-hit ‘Unwritten’ bursts forth from the juke box as every single dive drinker erupts with the same inspiring words: ‘Today is where your book begins / The rest is still unwritten.’ Now that’s a dive bar.
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