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Taylor sat alongside Yolanda Hadid, Anwar Hadid, Martha Hunt and Lewis Hamilton in the front row of the Tommy Hilfiger show during New York Fashion Week on September 9, 2016.






Introduction

Since releasing her first single – “Tim McGraw” – in 2006, Taylor Swift has proved the power of a pop star can go well beyond catchy songs and sold-out stadium tours. The Pennsylvania native would go on to build a career unlike anyone had seen before. Between record-breaking sales, high-profile legal cases (to maintain ownership over her music) and press scrutiny for romantic choices in her personal life, the singer-songwriter has come to use clothing as a communication tool in a way that adds a whole new layer to her fashion expression.

Born to Andrea and Scott Swift on December 13, 1989, Taylor Alison Swift’s early years would resemble the lives of many middle-class Americans, spending much of her time running about the Christmas tree farm surrounding her home. She would reportedly write her first song at age eight as an outlet to channel frustration with feeling rejected by her peers in her class, sharing in a 2008 interview with Women’s Health, “It’s my way of coping [...] I write when I’m frustrated, angry, or confused. I’ve figured out a way to filter all of that into something good.”
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A young Taylor sings the US National Anthem at the Detroit Pistons against the Philadelphia 76ers game in April 2002.
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Baby photos and sentimental pieces are displayed in a glass case at “The Taylor Swift Experience” at the GRAMMY Museum, Los Angeles, on December 12, 2014.
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A candid shot of five-year-old Taylor is shown to visitors of 2014 exhibition, “The Taylor Swift Experience” at the GRAMMY Museum, LA.



Maintaining relatability to millions of fans across the globe while sporting custom Oscar de la Renta gowns on the red carpet and bejewelled bodysuits on stage is no easy feat. But Taylor Swift has managed to do just that (and it’s arguably one of the reasons why her fans love her so much). And love her they very much do. Passionate “Swifties” have managed to cause an actual earthquake, after all.

When off the clock, Ms Swift’s apparel choices would follow an evolution not unlike that of many young women across the world, experimenting with different looks, often comprised of high-street labels paired with more statement luxury touches. As her original fanbase grew up, so too did Taylor. And with playful “Easter eggs” (hints at messages, often related to her next music releases), the American songstress’s looks were often as intriguing to fans as the lyrics to her songs.

Though supported by long-time stylist Joseph Cassell Falconer, Taylor has demonstrated her unique ability to steer her looks based on her preferences, reducing the risk of coming across as an overly curated product of the industry. New York Times writer Vanessa Friedman touched on this aspect of the star’s success as a fashion icon, sharing, “Ms. Swift (with her stylist Joseph Cassell Falconer) has been her own wardrobe mistress, and her fans, many of whom show up dressed as their favorite Taylor, can relate.”

As Taylor grows and evolves as an artist, fans and pop culture continue to be influenced both by what she communicates through her music and her wardrobe choices – and we’re here for the ride.
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