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Introduction

Milan, Italy’s fashion capital, is a bewitching city bursting with impeccable style. Whether it’s the colour of a gelato, the sound of a roaring Vespa or the inviting smell of a freshly made espresso, style is everywhere – and fashion its embodiment. Where else but in Italy have the police force and the carabinieri been dressed by Fendi, Armani and Valentino? They also, of course, drive bulletproof Alfa Romeos and, on special occasions, Lamborghinis.

For centuries, the people of Italy have stood out for their sartorial splendour and rich heritage. From masterpieces by artists such as Sandro Botticelli (c.1445–1510) and Leonardo da Vinci (1452–1519) to the first ever operas, dating back to the 1600s, elegance runs through every aspect of their culture.

With Milan as one of the four fashion epicentres in the world, alongside Paris, New York and London, this unique carefree confidence and appreciation of quality over quantity defines an intoxicating aesthetic, one which is quintessentially Italian and revered the world over.

“I don’t believe in good taste.”
Gianni Versace
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A glamorous Versace black dress is worn by Gigi Hadid in Versace’s Autumn/Winter 2023 show, which took place in Hollywood.
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Milan’s Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II, with its spectacular four-storey double arcade, is the oldest shopping centre in Italy.
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The Fashion Story of the Iconic City
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