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Introduction

From banana print tops and pineapple swimsuits, to the Paddington bag and the Susanna boots, Chloé’s iconic pieces have habitually inspired a cultish devotion. But it’s not just the “It” items that people clamour for. Ever since Chloé was first founded in 1952, bohemian femininity has been its signature, giving rise to the concept of the Chloé woman, who is independent and free, possessing an innate sense of style.

The fashion house quickly came to represent the effortless style of the Parisian woman. With early collections held at the Left Bank establishments of Café de Flore, Brasserie Lipp and Closerie des Lilas, it showcased a particular brand of hip elegance – the breezy dresses, the tailored suits with delicate sexy camisoles, the hand-painted silks, the flouncing blouses and shimmering evening gowns.

Chloé’s founder, Gaby Aghion, was the original driving force, creating the maison as a response to her belief in freeing women from the confines of couture, which was both physically restrictive and inaccessible to many. She wanted to give women luxury clothing at a more accessible level. It was even said that she invented the term “prêt-à-porter”, or “ready-to-wear”, at a time when fashion was ruled by made-to-measure couturiers.
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The breezy, boho feel of this dress by Clare Waight Keller, Autumn/Winter 2016, is the essence of the Chloé girl.
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Some of Chloé’s most iconic pieces, from top left: the pineapple swimsuit; the Paddington bag; the Susanna boot; Eau de Parfum; and the Marcie bag.



One of the unique features of Chloé is its rotation of burgeoning designers whose talents were able to flourish at the Maison. With Karl Lagerfeld at the helm throughout the 1970s, Chloé built a reputation as the ready-to-wear fashion house for the coolest woman at the party. While there have been other male creative directors, it found its focus from the 2000s as a female-led fashion house. Other designers include Martine Sitbon, Stella McCartney, Phoebe Philo, Hannah MacGibbon, Clare Waight Keller, Natacha Ramsay-Levi, Gabriela Hearst and Chemena Kamali.

Across the decades, Chloé has been a fashion house for It girls for the freedom and the sexiness of its clothing and accessories. In the 1970s, disciples were model Pat Cleveland, actress Stéphane Audran, Caroline of Monaco, Jerry Hall and Paloma Picasso; Kate Moss rocked the maison under Stella McCartney; Phoebe Philo’s designs perfectly represented the boho style of Sienna Miller, Chloë Sevigny and Kate Bosworth and, in recent years, Gigi Hadid has been the face of the brand on the catwalk and in the Spring-Summer 2023 campaign.

So discover the story of one of fashion’s most free-spirited design houses, from its avant-garde beginnings to its revolutionary journey under a series of superstar designers, and the reasons why it continues to inspire a dedicated following across the globe.
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