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PREFACE

I’m a biologist and I have a particular passion for insects. Throughout my career, in both academia and broadcasting, I’ve learned about the species you might rather disparagingly call ‘bugs’ or ‘creepy-crawlies’. We undervalue and denigrate these species at our peril. Insects are amazing. And they are essential to the normal functioning of our home, planet Earth.

In my lifetime, we have made enormous scientific and technological advances. The human population has risen from around 2.5 billion when I was born in the 1950s to nearly 8 billion now. The changes that have taken place on Earth during this time have been greater than at any other time in our history. I am now worried that we have lost sight of what really matters. That is to say, I’m worried about insects – because insects really matter. They are the most diverse and abundant group of animals that have ever lived. They made the world. They maintain the world. But they are, too rapidly, disappearing from the world.

In this book, I want to tell you all about them. I want to analyse their ingenious behaviour, examine the threats facing them and sing their praises in conversation with seven others – entomologists, professors and insect ambassadors who have spent their time, professional and personal, admiring these creatures small and great. 

I want to tell you about how important they are, how interesting and strange they can be, and why I think it’s high time all of us should care deeply about their fate.

Because if the creatures that made the world disappear entirely, I’m pretty sure that we will too.

 

Dr George McGavin

Ascot, 2022
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