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For my beautiful daughter

and her constant love of dragons.
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Chapter One
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Luma Dewan woke up on the morning of her seventh birthday.

‘Today is the day!’ she squealed, springing off her bed and doing two and a half jumps. (It would have been three jumps but one foot got accidentally left behind during the last jump.)

‘TODAY IS THE DAY!’

And today was the day, but not just because it was Luma’s birthday.

Today was special for a completely different reason. Today was the day Luma would be getting a puppy of her very own.

Except . . . not just any puppy, as it turned out.

Actually, not even a puppy at all.

But Luma didn’t know that yet.

If she had known, it would have saved her quite a bit of deciding, because even though she had been waiting and waiting and waiting for today, she still was not entirely sure which puppy she was going to pick.

Luma grinned at the posters Mum had stuck to her wall.

Three fluffy puppies from the Forever Paws Rescue Centre stared back at her.

At first, Luma was sure she was going to choose the brown one with dark blobs on its back. It had the kindest eyes and definitely looked like it would suit Luma’s favourite name, Chloe.
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But then Luma had caught sight of the grey puppy with curly fur. It had the cutest nose and also looked very much like a Chloe.

And then Luma completely changed her mind and decided the white puppy with the big floppy ears would be the one. (She looked even more like a Chloe.)

In fact, Luma had changed her mind every day since the rescue centre had sent the posters.

She had even tried her best to convince her mum that maybe they should bring all three home.

Luma reached up and stroked the nose of each puppy in turn.

There was only one thing Luma knew for certain.

By the time she went to sleep that night, Chloe would be with her and her heart would be full.
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