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INTRODUCTION

Pink Floyd need no introduction. They are, without a doubt, the most famous interstellar rock group ever to escape the London underground – the city’s psychedelic scene of the late 1960s – and to bocame so stratospherically significant that their music is now embedded into every atom of popular culture since their 1973 conceptual masterpiece, The Dark Side of the Moon. That album, of course, rocketed them from being highly respected radio heroes to the objects of adoration by prog rock fans worldwide, a genre that Pink Floyd transcended above all others.

In the pre-digital age, this mind-bending band of quadraphonic thrill seekers ruled the FM-airwaves and set the standards for stadium rock by revolutionizing light, sound and stage shows – the technological marvel of which still dazzles our eyes and rings in our ears today.

It hasn’t been an easy journey, of course. Nothing in rock and roll ever is. Pink Floyd’s path to selling more than 250 million records has, inevitably, been rocked by ferocious inner-band tension with division bells being repeatedly rung between members Syd Barrett, Roger Waters, David Gilmour, Rick Wright and Nick Mason. From founding songwriter Barrett’s decline due to LSD misuse in 1967 to Waters’ and Gilmour’s bitter legal disputes over the band name in the 1980s, Pink Floyd’s foundation of peace and love went out the window sometime around 1974, if not earlier.

Thankfully, even if the band members no longer speak to each other, their music still speaks for itself, a light that still shines on like a crazy diamond in the sky, untouchable but unbreakable.

This Little Guide to Pink Floyd is the pocket-sized celebration every Floyd fan deserves, a tiny tome that speaks the truth of the band’s unstoppable rise to fame, in the words of those who made it happen. Enjoy!
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