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Introduction

“Where are you from?” On face value, this seems like quite a straightforward question. But the query itself suggests a recognition of difference, and the answer could range from the street where you live to your place of birth, or it could go way back to the origin of your ancestors. Until the twentieth century, this question was reserved for the wealthiest and most powerful in the world: those who had the resources and privilege to travel and meet people far from where they considered “home”. In the twenty-first century, this question is asked so regularly that we can easily overlook its significance and the breadth of its possible meanings – unless you think like an anthropologist. Curiosity, comparison and connection are what inspire anthropology, and its endless quest to understand our origin and what it means to be human – across countries, environments, cultures, languages, history and even into the distant future. Through a whirlwind tour of the most influential and important anthropologists and ideas, this book invites you to reconsider your understanding of the world and your place within it.
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