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INTRODUCTION





For many of us, our dogs are our best friends, helping us through the hard times ('grief busters', as one bereaved woman described them), loving us unconditionally and willing to put their own lives on the line to protect us. Whether they are expensive pedigree dogs, they have been trained to carry out dangerous duties in a war zone, or they have been rescued from a miserable life on the streets, the bond that they have with their humans can be touchingly strong and characterised by a deep devotion and steadfast loyalty.


The true stories in this book, drawn from a wide variety of different situations all around the world, all reflect these qualities in one way or another and clearly show the intelligence, compassion and selflessness inherent in dogs. The courageous canines featured here show their true colours through acts such as leaping into dangerous waters to rescue someone who is drowning, by knowing instinctively that there is a fellow creature in peril and getting help, by risking their life to lead firefighters through a burning building to their trapped loved ones – and through countless other heroic deeds done not for glory or gain, but simply because they are Wonder Dogs!
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