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Foreword

Peter Gwyn

(Executive Producer)

Sixty years of University Challenge? The title invites the question – how on earth did it get to be 60 years old? First seen in 1962 in the flickering black-and-white television world of Z Cars, Andy Pandy and Dickie Valentine, somehow it has managed to survive to sit alongside Strictly, Love Island and everything by Russell T Davies.

It seems an unlikely survivor, because on paper the format is so minimal. There’s a presenter, two teams of students, and several dozen rather difficult questions, and that’s it. And when it comes to the questions, the one remark we hear from viewers more than any other is that they congratulate themselves if they can get two right per episode; only one would not be quite enough, but two right answers will leave them feeling very pleased with themselves. But those three elements – the presenter, the teams, the questions – are the keys to the programme’s survival.

For a programme celebrating its 60th birthday, it’s remarkable that it has only ever had two presenters, and it has been immensely fortunate in both of them.

In 1962, Bamber Gascoigne was unlike anyone else on television. With an unmistakably donnish demeanour, displaying extraordinary erudition and immense charm, he gave the impression that he had briefly stepped out of the ivory tower of academia to conquer the world of television with effortless ease. He came from a privileged and influential family who had been central to British public life since they settled in England in the 13th century from the French region of Gascony. His sprawling family tree featured a seventeenth Lord Mayor of London, a couple of MPs, and a three-time prime minister, Lord Salisbury. Bamber presented the programme for twenty-five years, his tenure only ending when, in 1987, the programme lost its place in the ITV television schedules and was cancelled. By then, his name and the title of the programme were so deeply intertwined it was difficult to imagine anyone else in the role.

Enter Jeremy Paxman. After the programme had been absent from our screens for seven years – a time the programme’s production team still refer to as the Interregnum – the idea emerged to resurrect it, still produced as always by ITV, but now to transmit on the BBC, and with Jeremy Paxman at the helm. Having established himself as the Newsnight presenter that politicians would least like to come up against, he was an inspired choice for the presenter’s chair, reflecting the continuing evolution of university education from the entitlement of the privileged few to an aspiration within the grasp of many. He brought an inquisitorial tone to the programme, much relished by the student teams who were thrilled to come up against the Mighty Paxo, and wanted more than anything to have him shout at them for any perceived lapse. Jeremy, for his part, has a genuine fondness and respect for the student population, which he does everything within his power to hide.

The questions undoubtedly take their share of the credit for the programme’s longevity, managing a difficult balance between material that might be taken from a university syllabus to more general questioning about the wider world that reflects the priorities of a traditional, liberal education. Devised by both members of the programme’s production team and a group of freelance question-setters before being submitted to a tenacious team of verifiers, each question has to earn its place in the programme by fulfilling one or more of a number of criteria. Is it inherently interesting? If teams do not know the answer, does it give them enough information for them to make an educated guess? Is it fair to suggest that someone on either team might be expected to know to answer? If Paxman suspects the answer to the last of these is ‘no’, he’s been known to toss the question card over his shoulder with a contemptuous remark such as, ‘Why you should be expected to know that, I have no idea!’

The main reason for the programme’s success, though, lies with the student teams who entertain us with what they know – and sometimes horrify us with what they don’t know – about pretty much everything. Their tightly structured, brief introductions at the top of each episode tell us nothing more than name, place of birth and subject studied, but it’s during the following half an hour that we begin to get to know them, and to know how they work as a team. How do they deal with their nerves? Are they confident? Or overconfident? Which team has a bolder approach to the buzzer, which team is better at pulling the right answer out of their conferrals?

The more we see the successful foursomes progress through the competition, the more we get to know and appreciate them, and root for them all, perhaps never more so than when the final credits roll and we see the teams applaud each other in a heart-warming display of sporting good humour – all the more impressive given that the losing team may well be feeling as gutted as a row of kippers.

The programme has been now been running so long that we’re accustomed to players telling us that their parents appeared on it in the past; we don’t believe it’s happened yet that the grandchild of a previous contestant has appeared, but that day cannot be far off, and we look forward to celebrating when it does.

We sincerely hope you enjoy celebrating the programme’s 60th birthday as you test yourself on the questions that follow.


Your Starter for 60

Leeds

[image: image]
Manchester

(1962)

It all began in 1962.

No record exists of Leeds’s match-up with Reading University, but they won and went on to defeat Exeter in the second edition.

The third show – the earliest for which we have records – was described by Bamber Gascoigne as ‘virtually a War of the Roses’ between Leeds and Manchester. Leeds would have to retire after three shows, but would they do so undefeated?

Leeds

M. Murphy from Cheshire, doing Geography research

P. Hall (captain) from Nottinghamshire, reading English

M. Bonney from Lancashire, reading English and Philosophy

I. Channell from Kent, reading Psychology and Sociology

Manchester

S. Baddeley from Surrey, doing Botany research

H. Haste from Bristol, reading General Arts

T. Boyd (captain) from Manchester, reading Politics and Modern History

M. Evans from Lancashire, doing a postgraduate diploma in Education



Part One

Your starter for ten:

1 Thursday is named after the Anglo-Saxon god Thor. After whom is Wednesday named?

Bonus question:

(a) Five men were chiefly responsible for the revolution of the modern view of the solar system which replaced that of Ptolemy and Aristotle. Ten points each for any four that you name.

Your starter for ten:

2 I want you to quote the sentence which immediately precedes these lines of Shakespeare. ‘It is twice blest: It blesseth him that gives and him that takes.’

Bonus questions:

By what names are the following Beethoven Symphonies known?

(a) The Third

(b) The Sixth

(c) The Ninth

Your starter for ten:

3 Identify the man who maybe was described as ‘organ builder’, ‘organist’, ‘architect’, ‘philosopher’, ‘author’, ‘theologian’ and ‘doctor’?

Bonus questions:

We call George Washington the father of his country. Other men have played similar parts in other countries and, for five points apiece, who was the similar man in each of these countries?

(a) Modern Turkey

(b) Columbia

(c) Post-Imperial China

(d) Haiti

Your starter for ten:

4 1776 was the date of a revolution in the study of economics. Who produced this revolution?

Bonus questions:

(a) How many people were found guilty of offences of all kinds in England and Wales in 1961, and I will accept anything to the nearest 100,000?

(b) What proportion of these were traffic offences, and I will accept 5 per cent either way?

Your starter for ten:

5 [The teams were played a recording of Ernest Bevin speaking in Washington in 1948]

An important political alliance had been declared. What was it?

Bonus questions:

The following exchange of dialogue takes place in a famous play.

First character: ‘That passed the time.’

Second character: ‘It would have passed in any case.’

First character: ‘Yes, but not so rapidly.’

(a) For ten points, what is the name of the play?

(b) For a further five points each, who were the two characters?

Your starter for ten:

6 Who was the last Tsar of Russia?

Bonus question:

(a) The Witches’ Sabbath in Gogol’s story ‘St John’s Eve’ is the inspiration for which of Mussorgsky’s works?

Your starter for ten:

7 Solomon Grundy was born on Monday. When did he die?

Bonus questions:

In which wars did the following battles take place?

(a) Edge Hill

(b) Matapan

(c) Bunker Hill

(d) Zama?

End of Part One



Part Two

Your starter for ten:

8 Who was the South African who received the Nobel Peace Prize in December 1961?

Bonus questions:

[The bonus questions were pieces of modern music that were derived from a classical source. Teams had to name the original piece and the composer. Leeds scored a maximum by naming pieces derived from Borodin, Bizet and Prokofiev]

Your starter for ten:

9 In what modern country would you be if you visited a city which Wordsworth described as ‘The eldest child of liberty’?

Bonus question:

The equation of the physical universe is said to be E=mc2.

(a) Who propounded it?

(b) What do the symbols mean?

Your starter for ten:

10 Who created the famous cartoon character Colonel Blimp?

[Neither side answered, so a further starter was asked]

Your starter for ten:

11 What, according to a famous child’s poem, ‘sometimes shoots up taller like an Indian rubber ball’?

Bonus questions:

The art of formal mime is often used in ballet to express emotions or actions. Can you show us how to express the following?

(a) To ask something

(b) What suggests love

(c) What suggests seeing

(d) What suggests swearing (swearing loyalty, that is)

Your starter for ten:

12 According to the Bible who were Dan, Gad, Asher, Reuben, Judah—

[This question was successfully interrupted]

Bonus questions:

According to Greek mythology, Zeus had a very full sex life and a very imaginative one. For ten points each, I want you to tell me in what form he seduced the following ladies:

(a) Leda

(b) Danae

(c) Io

(d) Alkemene

Your starter for ten:

13 In 1834, six Dorset labourers—

[The question was successfully interrupted]

Bonus questions:

Dying speeches are often apocryphal, but the following are genuine. Four such speeches follow, and I want to know who said them.

(a) ‘Thy necessity is yet greater than mine?’

(b) ‘Let not poor Nelly starve’?

(c) ‘Now, God be praised, I will die in Peace’?

(d) ‘All my possessions for a moment of time’?

Your starter for ten:

14 An Oedipus complex is a term used to denote a boy’s affection being centred on his mother. What is the name for the corresponding fixation that a girl could have for her father?

Bonus question:

(a) Name the eight SEATO countries that signed the Manila treaty.

Your starter for ten:

15 [The Starter was a piece of music which neither team could identify as Honegger’s Pacific 231, so another starter was asked]

Your starter for ten:

16 This great composer was commissioned to compose the music for a requiem mass and he said he felt he was writing his own requiem and in fact died at 35. What was his name?

[Neither team could answer correctly, so another starter was asked]

Your starter for ten:

17 How much did Great Britain spend on defence last year?

Bonus question:

(a) Who wrote a book consisting of a discourse between characters such as Piscator and Venator?

Your starter for ten:

18 His father was the West Wind and his mother was Wenonah. Who was he?

[Again, neither team could answer, so another starter was asked]

Your starter for ten:

19 Give us the name of the only continent that is south of the—

[The question was successfully interrupted]

Bonus questions:

Two of Shaw’s plays have been turned into successful musical operettas or musical comedies, one by Oscar Straus and one by Frederick Loewe. What were the two plays called and what were the musical versions called?

The buzzer sounds

The game ended with Leeds retiring from the series undefeated, having beaten Manchester by 250 points to 155.




The Answers

1 Woden

(a) (Nicolaus) Copernicus; Galileo (Galilei); (Johannes) Kepler; (Isaac) Newton; Tycho Brahe

2 ‘The quality of mercy is not strained, / It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven / Upon the place beneath. / It is twice blest…’
(Spoken by Portia in The Merchant of Venice Act 4, Scene 1)

(a) The Eroica

(b) The Pastoral

(c) The Choral

3 Albert Schweitzer

(a) (Mustafa Kemal) Atatürk

(b) Simón Bolívar

(c) Sun Yat-sen

(d) Toussaint Louverture

4 Adam Smith

(a) 1,152,397

(b) 61 per cent

5 The North Atlantic Pact

(a) Waiting for Godot

(b) Vladimir and Estragon

6 Nicholas II

(a) Night on the Bald [or Bare] Mountain

7 Saturday

(a) Civil War

(b) Second World War

(c) American War of Independence

(d) Second Punic War

8 (Albert) Luthuli (the Prize was actually awarded in 1960)

9 Italy (Venice)

(a) (Albert) Einstein

(b) Energy; mass; and speed of light

10 David Lowe

11 My shadow (from the poem ‘My Shadow’ by RL Stevenson)

(a) Hands together – like praying

(b) Hand on heart

(c) Two hands on two eyes

(d) Left hand on heart and right hand raised over head with fingers straight

12 Twelve sons of Jacob

(a) Swan

(b) Shower of gold

(c) Cloud

(d) Shape of her husband (Amphitryon)

13 The Tolpuddle Martyrs

(a) Sir Philip Sydney offering water to a wounded soldier

(b) King Charles II to Nell Gwynne

(c) General Wolfe

(d) Queen Elizabeth I

14 Electra complex

(a) Pakistan; USA; Siam; Australia; New Zealand; Great Britain; France; Philippines

15 [Music round]

16 (Wolfgang Amadeus) Mozart

17 £1,656 million

(a) Izaak Walton (The Compleat Angler)

18 Hiawatha

19 Australia

(a) Arms and the Man – The Chocolate Soldier (Straus)

(b) Pygmalion – My Fair Lady (Loewe)





Try Your Luck

Match
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Your starter for ten:

1 Beijing is one of four cities traditionally known as the ‘Four Great Ancient Capitals of China’. Name two of the others.

Your bonuses are on English words taken from indigenous languages of the Americas. In each case, identify the word from the description:

(a) From an Algonquian language, a seven-letter word meaning ‘snow shoveller’ that refers to several species of reindeer.

(b) From the Tupi-Guarani for ‘squeeze out’ and ‘dregs’, a seven-letter word for hard white grains obtained from cassava starch and used in cooking.

(c) Meaning ‘he dreams’, a six-letter word for a conference or a Native American ceremony involving feasting, singing and dancing.

Your starter for ten:

2 What six-letter word links all of the following? Frederick, the Elector Palatine, who briefly occupied the Bohemian throne; a former imperial residence in St Petersburg that is now part of the Hermitage Museum; and a play by Shakespeare in which a statue appears to come to life.

Your bonuses are on winners of the Booker Prize. In each case, give the name of the book from its year of publication and its first words:

(a) From 2009: ‘“So now get up.” Felled, dazed, silent, he has fallen; knocked full length on the cobbles of the yard.’

(b) From 2013: ‘The twelve men congregated in the smoking room of the Crown hotel gave the impression of a party accidentally met.’

(c) From 2014: ‘Listen. Dead people never stop talking. Maybe because death is not death at all, just a detention after school.’

Your starter for ten:

3 ‘He rode / On a white horse, splashed with blood; / He was pale even to his lips, / Like death in the apocalypse.’ These words refer to what personification, named in the title of a work written by Shelley in response to the Peterloo Massacre?

Three questions on European rodents:

(a) Living at heights above 600 metres, Alpine is a European species of which large ground squirrel? It is in the same genus as the North American groundhog.

(b) Norway, Brown and Collared are species of which mouse-like rodent? Its numbers fluctuate widely, with high populations leading to mass migrations.

(c) The genus Hystrix comprises large rodents known by what common name, partly derived from the Latin for ‘pig’? The crested species may be seen in Italy.

Your starter for ten:

4 I need a two-word term here. Often used in weather reports, what physical quantity is defined as ‘the water content of the air expressed as a percentage relative to the vapour pressure of the same air, saturated, and at the same temperature’? The term has the abreviation RH.

Three questions on a 20th-century movement in science:

(a) Coined in 1942, the term ‘modern synthesis’ refers to the reconciliation of the ideas of Darwin with those of which other biologist, whose work was rediscovered in the early 20th century?

(b) A leading figure of the modern synthesis, which Ukraine-born scientist published Genetics and the Origin of Species and the essay ‘Nothing in Biology Makes Sense, Except in the Light of Evolution’?

(c) The term ‘modern synthesis’ was coined in a work by which scientist, the grandson of the biologist nicknamed ‘Darwin’s bulldog’? I just need a surname.

Your starter for ten:

5 Subtitled An Optical Revolution, an exhibition at the Museum of Fine Arts in Ghent in 2020 was dedicated to which artist of the 15th century, the creator of The Adoration of the Mystic Lamb, otherwise known as the Ghent Altarpiece?

Your bonuses are on English cities and US states that share the same two-letter postcode, for example Carlisle and California. In each case, give both the English city and the US state from the descriptions:

(a) The English city associated with the artist Joseph Wright, and the US state that appears in the title of a painting by Emanuel Leutze, depicting a military action of December 1776.

(b) The third-largest, and most recent, city of the ceremonial county of West Midlands, and a US state admitted to the union in 1863.

(c) An English city on the River Lune, and a US state named after the Sun King.

Your starter for ten:

6 Which city was founded in 762 as the capital of the Abbasid dynasty? It became the capital of a modern state after the First World War, following the break-up of the Ottoman Empire.

Your bonuses are on astronomy. In each case, name the planet that the following moons orbit:

(a) First, for five points: Proteus.

(b) Second: Hyperion.

(c) Finally: Callisto.

Your starter for ten:

7 Olympic sports, Dr Johnson’s Dictionary, Squirrel Nutkin and the 150th anniversary of the Public Libraries Act have all been depicted on coins of what denomination produced by the Royal Mint?

Your bonuses are on infectious particles. In each case, identify the particle from the description:

(a) First, an agent of certain plant diseases, a particle consisting only of a small circular RNA molecule, and no protein coat.

(b) Any of the viruses that infect bacteria or archaea, for instance, the T1 to T7 varieties used in laboratory research.

(c) What five-letter term denotes abnormally folded proteins that cause neurodegenerative conditions such as Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease?

Your starter for ten:

8 The Belgian cosmologist and priest George Lemaître is usually credited with first formulating which theory, stating that the universe began at a finite time in the past, and is expanding? Its name comes from Fred Hoyle’s scornful description of the theory in a radio broadcast.

Your bonuses are on literary works. In each case, give the book of the Bible from which the following derive their titles:

(a) A Time to Kill by John Grisham and The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway.

(b) Absalom, Absalom! by William Faulkner; the title is taken from a book named after which biblical figure?

(c) East of Eden by John Steinbeck and Sodom and Gomorrah by Marcel Proust.

Your starter for ten:

9 Meridian, Gulfport and Biloxi are among cities in which US state, the birthplace of the civil rights campaigner Medgar Evers and the author William Faulkner?

Three questions on a year in videogames:

(a) 1991 saw the release of the first in which long-running series of strategy games, in which players build an empire across several millennia? I need a single-word title, which is often preceded by the name of its creator, Sid Meier.

(b) Which instalment in the Legend of Zelda series was first released in 1991? It was the first to feature a structural device that is now a series trademark, with gameplay moving between two parallel worlds. I need a five-word title.

(c) June of the same year also saw the release of the first Sonic the Hedgehog game – on which game console?

Your starter for ten:

10 From the Latin for ‘tent’, what name is given to: a multi-purpose religious building used by Mormons; an ornamented receptacle or cabinet for the consecrated host in Catholic churches; and the tent used to house the Ark of the Covenant between the Exodus and the building of the Temple of Solomon?

Three questions on visual defects:

(a) Kalnienk vision is a loss of enhanced peripheral vision more commonly known by what two-word expression?

(b) A childhood condition in which vision does not develop properly has the medical name amblyopia, but is more usually given what two-word name?

(c) Colour blindness in which all colours appear as shades of grey is known by what precise term, from the Greek for ‘one’ and ‘colour’?

Your starter for ten:

11 What seven-letter name links the UK prime minister in 1910 and the US president in 1930?

Your bonuses are on words and expressions that have gained more widespread currency since March 2020. In each case, identify the word or phrase from references in the Oxford English Dictionary:

(a) In the OED, the first citation of what word dates to 1641 and refers to the ‘pious example’ of Charles I that ‘will give you, for the House of Commons, and all the world, cause to rest confident’?

(b) What three-word phrase referring to a graph or chart does a 2010 citation describe with the words ‘minimise transmission’?

(c) What often-hyphenated term was first defined in the OED as ‘an instrument which at regular intervals interrupts an electric current’?

Your starter for ten:

12 Who is the title figure of the nursery rhyme that includes the lines, ‘But when she got there / The cupboard was bare’?

Your bonuses are on the UNESCO list of Intangible Cultural Heritage. In each case, identify the landlocked country that is cited for all of the named customs:

(a) The Andean Cosmovision of the Kallawaya ethnic group; ritual journeys during the Festival of Alasita; and the carnival of the city of Oruro.

(b) The music of the two-stringed horsehair fiddle known as the morin khuur; knuckle-bone shooting; and the coaxing ritual for camels.

(c) Avalanche risk management; Holy Week processions in Mendrisio; and the Winegrowers’ Festival in Vevey.

Your starter for ten:

13 Computer programs that attack a network by flooding it with messages, thereby rendering it inoperable, and people involved in money-laundering share a name with which blue cartoon characters created by the Belgian illustrator Pierre ‘Peyo’ Culliford?

Your bonuses are on the films of Doris Day. In each case, name the film in which the following lines appear:

(a) ‘This town ain’t big enough! Not for me and that frilled-up, flirtin’, manrustlin’ petticoat, it ain’t!’

(b) ‘Mr Allen, this may come as a surprise to you, but there are some men who don’t end every sentence with a proposition.’

(c) And finally: ‘Que sera, sera / Whatever will be, will be.’

Your starter for ten:

14 The possessive form of what animal name comes before ‘letter’, ‘mercury’ and ‘dinner’ to describe, respectively: the letter ‘R’; a poisonous, carpet-forming perennial plant; and a confused or jumbled mess?

Three questions on particle colliders at CERN, the European Organization for Nuclear Research:

(a) Which two subatomic particles appear in the name of the former particle collider known by the abbreviation LEP?

(b) For what subatomic particle does the letter ‘P’ stand in the super synchrotron known by the abbreviation SPS?

(c) For what subatomic particle does ‘H’ stand in the abbreviation LHC?

Your starter for ten:

15 In geology, the weathering or disintegration of rock as a result of the action of what substance is denoted by the term ‘haloclasty’?

Three questions on British India:

(a) Named after a major port, which presidency of British India, until the 1930s, covered territory of present-day states and provinces including Gujarat, Maharashtra and Sindh?

(b) Also named after a seaport, which territory on the Arabian Peninsula became a dependency of the Bombay Presidency when first annexed by Britain in 1839?

(c) Which European power ceded Bombay to Britain in the 1660s?

Your starter for ten:

16 In nautical terms, what seven-letter word is the opposite of windward?

Three questions on anthropologists:

(a) Burned by the Nazis, The Mind of Primitive Man was a 1911 work by which German-born US anthropologist, a teacher of Edward Sapir and Zora Neale Hurston?

(b) A student of Boas, which US anthropologist’s works include Zuni Mythology, Patterns of Culture and The Chrysanthemum and the Sword?

(c) Which student of Boas wrote Growing Up in New Guinea and Coming of Age in Samoa?

Your starter for ten:

17 The narrowest point of a major peninsula, the Kra Isthmus takes its name from a settlement in which country? The Andaman Sea lies west of the isthmus, while Singapore is more than a thousand kilometres southeast.

Three questions on chemistry:

(a) Derived from the Greek for ‘other turning’, what name did the Swedish chemist Berzelius suggest when he considered the possible existence of an element in two or more forms with differing chemical and physical properties?

(b) Born in 1903, the Irish-born crystallographer Kathleen Lonsdale gives her name to an allotrope of what common element, found naturally in meteorites?

(c) With the formula C60, which allotrope of carbon was discovered in 1985 and named after a US architect noted for the design of geodesic domes?

Your starter for ten:

18 The song ‘Rudolf the Red-Nosed Reindeer’, first recorded in 1949, includes what word, derived from Old Norse, which is now used for a college society formed for the practice and performance of popular songs, or to mean a lively feeling of delight?

Your bonuses are on mathematics. In each case, name the method of mathematical proof being described:

(a) To show a statement is true for any natural number ‘n’: first show it is true for n = 1, then assume it is true for n = some value ‘k’, and show that it is also true for n = k = 1.

(b) To show that proposition ‘p’ implies proposition ‘q’: show instead that the negative proposition ‘not q’ implies the negative proposition ‘not p’.

(c) Also called proof by case analysis or the brute force method, what method involves testing to see if a statement is true for all possible values in a set?

Your starter for ten:

19 Meanings of what term include: the increase in the amount of an enzyme due to a stimulus; a method of reasoning where a general law is inferred from particular instances; and the production of electric current in a circuit by varying the magnetic field applied to that circuit?

Three questions on writers on popular culture:

(a) Kiss Kiss Bang Bang and State of the Art are among the publications of which US critic? She was the New Yorker film critic between 1968 and 1991.

(b) Which prolific British critic wrote for the New Musical Express between the ages of 17 and 19, and later published Ambition and Sugar Rush?

(c) Cultural Amnesia and Fame in the Twentieth Century are among the works of which Australian writer and broadcaster, a television critic at The Observer in the 1970s?

Your starter for ten:

20 In contrast to virtual reality, technology that allows information to be overlaid on top of the real world is known by what two-word term, often abbreviated to AR?

Three questions on carbonate minerals:

(a) Having a value of 3 on the Mohs scale, which mineral is found in the crystal formation known as dogtooth spar? You may give the common name, or the chemical name of the corresponding carbonate compound.

(b) A son of the first Duke of Northumberland, which chemist gave his name to both the mineral form of zinc carbonate and a scientific establishment that opened in Washington, DC in 1855?

(c) Named after the Greek word for the element of which it is a minor ore, the mineral siderite is the carbonate of which common metal?

Your starter for ten:

21 What weather condition connects: Ded Moroz, the Russian equivalent of Father Christmas; the US poet who wrote ‘The Road Not Taken’; and a British broadcaster who interviewed Richard Nixon in 1977?

Your bonuses are on cave systems:

(a) Discovered by teenage boys in 1940, what cave system in the Dordogne is the location of a series of Palaeolithic paintings, chiefly of large animals?

(b) Said to be capable of holding forty Boeing 747 aircraft, the Sarawak Chamber is part of the Mulu cave system on which large island?

(c) The Witch’s Kitchen is a chamber in which series of limestone caves, named after a village near Wells, in Somerset?

Your starter for ten:

22 What is the SI-derived unit of dynamic viscosity? In its abbreviated form it spells a French word frequently used in negative sentences.

Your bonuses are on areas of outstanding natural beauty (AONB). All three answers have two-word names in which the second word is ‘coast’:

(a) Which AONB is the location of Warkworth Castle, Dunstanburgh Castle and the RNLI Grace Darling Museum?

(b) Named after a large inlet, which AONB includes the western terminus of Hadrian’s Wall?

(c) Castle Rising, Wells-next-the-Sea and Sheringham are locations within, or close to, which AONB?

Your starter for ten:

23 In Norse mythology, Valhalla was believed to be part of which realm, connected to Midgard by the Bifrost Bridge?

Three questions on medieval history:

(a) Henry Percy, known as Hotspur, rebelled against Henry IV and was killed at which battle of 1403?

(b) Hotspur’s son, the second Earl of Northumberland, died fighting for Henry VI at which battle of 1455, fought about twenty miles north of London?

(c) Fought in a snowstorm on Palm Sunday, which major battle of 1461 saw the death of Henry Percy, the third Earl of Northumberland?

Your starter for ten:

24 Taken from the socio-cultural theories of the Russian psychologist Lev Vygotsky, what four-word term describes the stage in the learning process where expert guidance can make the greatest difference in the acquisition of skills and knowledge? It is sometimes abbreviated to ZPD.

Your bonuses are on vegetables of the parsley family. Identify each plant from its description:

(a) Foeniculum vulgare, a perennial herb whose bulb-like stem base and blanched shoots are eaten as a vegetable. Its seeds have an aroma and taste similar to anise and are used as a spice.

(b) Apium graveolens, which is cooked as a vegetable or in stocks and soups. It is also served raw with dips or in salads.

(c) Pastinaca sativa, cultivated for its fleshy off-white root which is not damaged by the freezing of soil. The root is sweet and usually served cooked.

Your starter for ten:

25 What five-letter word links the largest lake of Italy with the nationwide law enforcement body that in 1922 replaced the Royal Irish Constabulary?

Your bonuses are on Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar:

(a) What four words spoken by Mark Antony in Act Three, Scene One gave Frederick Forsyth the title of his novel set in the fictional African country of Zangaro?

(b) What two words spoken by Brutus in Act Two, Scene One appear in the title of the only Hollywood film of Ingmar Bergman?

(c) What five-word title did the US author and vlogger John Green give to his novel of 2012, adapted from words spoken by Cassius to Brutus in Act One, Scene Two?




The Answers

1 Xi’an (pr: Shee-an; accept Chang’an) / Nanjing / Luoyang

(a) Caribou (from the Mi’kmac: yalipu, ‘snow shoveller’)

(b) Tapioca (Tupi-Gurani: tipi, ‘dregs’; ok / og, ‘squeeze out’)

(c) Powwow (Narragansett: powah, powaw; magician, ‘he dreams’)

2 Winter (Winter King, Winter Palace, The Winter’s Tale)

(a) Wolf Hall (Hilary Mantel)

(b) The Luminaries (Eleanor Catton)

(c) A Brief History of Seven Killings (Marlon James)

3 Anarchy (i.e. The Masque of Anarchy)

(a) Marmot

(b) Lemming

(c) Porcupine (Latin: porcus, ‘pig’)

4 Relative humidity

(a) (Gregor) Mendel

(b) (Theodosius) Dobzhansky (published 1937 and 1973 respectively)

(c) (Julian) Huxley (grandson of Thomas Henry Huxley)

5 (Jan) van Eyck

(a) Derby and Delaware (DE)

(b) Wolverhampton and West Virginia (WV)

(c) Lancaster and Louisiana (LA)

6 Baghdad

(a) Neptune

(b) Saturn

(c) Jupiter

7 Fifty pence

(a) Viroid

(b) Bacteriophage (accept and correct ‘phage’, a common abbreviation)

(c) Prion

8 Big Bang (theory)

(a) Ecclesiastes

(b) Samuel

(c) Genesis

9 Mississippi

(a) Civilization

(b) A Link to the Past

(c) (Sega) Mega Drive / (Sega) Genesis.

10 Tabernacle (Latin: tabernaculum)

(a) Tunnel vision

(b) Lazy eye

(c) Monochromacy / monochromatism / monochromasia

11 Herbert (Asquith and Hoover, of course)

(a) Unprecedented (‘pious example unpresidented by a king’)

(b) Flatten(ing) the curve

(c) Circuit-breaker

12 (Old Mother) Hubbard

(a) Bolivia

(b) Mongolia

(c) Switzerland

13 Smurfs

(a) Calamity Jane

(b) Pillow Talk (to Rock Hudson, of course)

(c) The Man Who Knew Too Much

14 Dog (i.e. dog’s)

(a) Electron and positron (Large Electron-Positron collider)

(b) Proton (Super Proton Synchrotron)

(c) Hadron (Large Hadron Collider)

15 Salt(s)

(a) Bombay (accept Mumbai, giving the historical name)

(b) Aden

(c) Portugal

16 Leeward (windward means facing the wind, or on the side facing the wind; leeward is the side sheltered from the wind, or downwind)

(a) (Frank) Boas

(b) (Ruth) Benedict

(c) (Margaret) Mead

17 Thailand

(a) Allotrope (Greek: allo, ‘other’; trepein, ‘to turn’)

(b) Carbon (lonsdaleite)

(c) Buckminsterfullerene / buckyball / fullerene

18 Glee (Old Norse: gly)

(a) (Proof by mathematical) induction (i.e. a domino effect of proofs)

(b) (Proof by) contraposition / contrapositive

(c) (Proof by) exhaustion (accept ‘complete induction’)

19 Induction

(a) Pauline Kael

(b) Julie Burchill

(c) Clive James

20 Augmented Reality

(a) Calcite / calcium carbonate

(b) (James) Smithson

(c) Iron (Greek: sidēros, ‘iron’)

21 Frost

(a) Lascaux (Cave) / Grotte de Lascaux

(b) Borneo

(c) Wookey Hole

22 Pascal-second (pa-s / pas)

(a) Northumberland (Coast)

(b) Solway (Coast)

(c) Norfolk (Coast)

23 Asgard

(a) Shrewsbury

(b) (First Battle of) St Albans

(c) Towton

24 Zone of proximal development

(a) Fennel

(b) Celery

(c) Parsnip

25 Garda (Gárda Síochána, of course)

(a) ‘The dogs of war’

(b) ‘Serpent’s egg’

(c) The Fault in Our Stars
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