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You’ve probably heard about Korean cosmetics, but you might not know how they arrived in Europe through MiiN.

I’ve been living in Spain for more than ten years, and even though my lifestyle has changed a great deal since I arrived from Asia, THERE’S ONE THING I DIDN’T WANT TO LEAVE BEHIND: MY SKINCARE ROUTINE.

My mother has always been my inspiration. Without a doubt, she is the reason I am interested in the world of cosmetics and personal care. I remember how she would sit in front of the mirror with dozens of different products. My father and I didn’t really understand what she was doing, but for her those moments alone were practically sacred. The fact that she took such pleasure in her beauty ritual drew me to her side to watch how she did it.

Over time, she introduced me to the marvellous world of beauty. When I was 14 years old and still living in China, my mother gave me my first set of skincare products. By the time I was 16, I was purchasing products with my own money. My choices were basic: a moisturiser and a cleanser. From that day on, I have used beauty products every day of my life.

When I moved to Spain, I lived in Madrid for a time, but I never stopped visiting Asia – places such as Hong Kong, Seoul and Taiwan. On these trips, I would fill my suitcase with new cosmetics and treatments because in Europe I was unable to find everything I needed, and the latest trends were always ‘made in South Korea’.

THE MIIN CONCEPT BEGAN WITH A PERSONAL NEED BECAUSE TRAVELLING THOUSANDS OF MILES TO PURCHASE COSMETICS WASN’T AN IDEAL SOLUTION. I remember that on one of my visits I had to queue to enter a Korean cosmetic shop offering one of the most famous brands. Queuing to enter a shop? How bizarre! It seemed like every Asian woman was craving these products yet they were still unknown in Europe, and I kept asking myself why...

This led me to formulate a plan to introduce my favourite brands 10 to Europe. In this way, it would be easier for me to buy them and it would also allow European women to discover their excellent properties. The venture involved a great deal of time and effort, particularly at the beginning, as I was still studying at university, but I loved every minute of it, and still do.

IN 2014, WE OPENED OUR FIRST SHOP IN THE EIXAMPLE AREA OF BARCELONA. It wasn’t easy to start with. Cosmetics play a very important role in people’s lives, because they use the products every day in direct contact with their skin, they need to trust the brands they use.

How could it be that the best cosmetics in the world came from a country so far away? During the first few months, the MiiN team was still very small and focused on sharing the word about the virtues and special qualities of Korean cosmetics. People soon began to look for information on the products by themselves and would come to the shop with specific queries.

So great was the demand that the shop in Barcelona became the starting point for something much larger: expansion throughout Europe. Our first step was to open an online shop in five languages. After that, we opened shops in various locations: Madrid in the summer of 2015, Munich in 2016, then Paris and Milan, two incredible cities where we hope that Korean cosmetics will make their mark. Our shops are small and welcoming; this is our hallmark. We try to address the smallest of details, and of course we pay special attention to the selection of products.


WHY ARE WE CALLED MIIN COSMETICS?
MIIN ACTUALLY REPRESENTS TWO KOREAN WORDS, MI AND IN, WHICH MEAN ‘BEAUTIFUL WOMAN’. THE COMPANY LOGO IS BASED ON THE KOREAN SPELLING OF THESE WORDS AND IS A MIXTURE OF TRADITIONAL AND MODERN LETTERING, WHICH ADDS A TOUCH OF KAWAII (CUTENESS) TO THE FACE.



By moving into the international sphere, we have been able to observe cultural differences in client choices, which we enjoy. We learn something new every day. Although our story is short, we hope it will have a very long future. So, if you want to enter the fascinating world of Korean cosmetics, all you have to do is keep reading.

FOR MIIN, BEAUTY IS ABOUT WELLNESS AND CARING FOR YOURSELF. WHAT WE LOVE MOST ABOUT THE KOREAN BEAUTY ROUTINE IS THAT IT ALLOWS YOU TO TAKE A FEW MINUTES EVERY DAY JUST FOR YOU TO FEEL AND BE BETTER. BEAUTY IS A RITUAL. It’s not just about looking good; it’s also about caring for yourself.

WHY WRITE A BOOK ABOUT KOREAN COSMETICS?

The MiiN team has always known that Korean cosmetics are more than just a passing trend. However, sharing the benefits of them with the general public required us to amass a great deal of information. We can’t sell something that people don’t trust and believe in. Therefore, it’s very important that we teach and demonstrate the strengths and innovations of South Korean cosmetics. Over the past four years, we have answered and resolved literally thousands of queries. It’s no wonder, then, that compiling them in a book seemed the obvious way to bring all that information together and satisfy our clients’ curiosity. How did Korean cosmetics begin? Why are they so esteemed? What products should I use? Where can I find the ten steps of the Korean beauty routine? All the answers are within this book.

WELCOME TO THE KOREAN SKINCARE BIBLE.

LILIN YANG

Founder of MiiN Cosmetics
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