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INTRODUCTION

 

Within these pages you will find many queer icons who have helped shape the world for queer people today. Not every story is a happy one – the fight for LGBTQ civil rights has been a long one and continues to this day. Along the way, we, as a community, have experienced tragic losses. It is important not to forget the stories of those who fought for queer liberation, because these people used their queer superpowers to make our lives better. 


When asked which superpower you would rather have, it is not uncommon to hear the answer "invisibility". I have been guilty of giving that answer myself. For an anxious queer boy, having the option to hide away from a cruel world sounded like a dream come true. But in writing this book I have learned, as I hope you will too, that the strongest and most useful superpower for any queer person is not invisibility, but visibility. 


The people in this book have all lived their lives as unapologetically queerly as they wanted to. From fighting for the rights of the LGBTQ community, to sharing their experiences and validating queer lives, they have been as visible as possible with their queer identities. They have raised their voices in solidarity with a community that still faces daily prejudice and oppression, and defiantly lived their truth.


Invisibility is safe, but it is lonely. Invisibility does not inspire change, but visibility demands it. In writing this book I have come to realize this and I truly believe it. We live in a world that is changing all the time and for every act of tolerance, intolerance is only ever a few steps behind. We have to be visible as the people we are. 


We all have the power to inspire change, however small that change may be. Be unapologetic in your queerness, live your truth and change the world. 


I hope these words, and the stories and experiences within, inspire you as they have me. 


Be visible. 


 

Samuel Alexander, 2018
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OSCAR WILDE


 

1854-1900


 

SUPERPOWERS

 

Flamboyant, bravely queer poet, writer, star pupil, academic.





THEIR INCREDIBLE STORY

The brilliant Irish writer and poet Oscar Wilde brought The Picture of Dorian Gray and The Importance of Being Earnest to life, although sadly his own story ended in tragedy. 


Wilde studied classics at Trinity College Dublin in 1871 before moving on to Oxford's Magdalen College. While studying, Wilde developed an interest in Greek literature, and he would later become interested in the Aesthetic and Decadent movements. He was always a star pupil, graduating with high grades from both institutions. Wilde became well known for his stories, poems and plays, but he also wrote reviews of theatre and literature for The Woman's World magazine – of which he was editor from 1887 to 1889 – as well as many essays and articles for other magazines, which frequently proved controversial in their content. 

When passages from The Picture of Dorian Gray were published in Lippincott's Monthly Magazine in 1890, the novel was heavily criticized for its homosexual allusions. When the book was published in 1891, Wilde felt forced to remove portions of text to avoid further allegations. 


In 1895, Wilde found himself embroiled in a legal feud with the Marquess of Queensberry. In 1891, Wilde had begun a relationship with Lord Alfred Douglas, Queensberry's son, which led to Queensberry publicly accusing Wilde of sodomy. Wilde initiated a prosecution against Queensberry for criminal libel, but Queensberry avoided the charges when it became clear he could prove his allegations against Wilde. Wilde's private life became the subject of controversy and investigation, and the content of his writings – both public and private – were used as evidence against him. 


A warrant was issued for Wilde's arrest – he was charged with "gross indecency" – and he was incarcerated in 1895. He spent his time in prison writing a long letter to Douglas, reflecting on his career and – sometimes scathingly – on their relationship. Wilde was not allowed to send the letter, but was permitted to carry it with him upon his release in 1897. After his release and before his exile to France, Wilde was briefly reunited with Douglas. They were forced to separate soon after, as their families threatened to cut them off financially if their relationship continued.


Wilde spent his final years in Paris in impoverished exile, writing letters calling for penal reform after suffering harsh treatment in prison, before his early death from meningitis in 1900. His former lover and dear friend, Robert Ross, was by his side in his final moments. Wilde's burial took place just outside Paris at Cimetière de Bagneux, but he was moved to Père Lachaise several years later, to a tomb built by sculptor Sir Jacob Epstein and commissioned by Ross. 


Wilde was pardoned more than 100 years after his death, under the Alan Turing Law (see below). 






THEIR AWESOME ACHIEVEMENTS


	Wrote many iconic stories' poems and plays. The Picture of Dorian Gray is one of his most famous literary works, a novel well known for its subtle queer themes.



	Wrote a 50,000-word letter, entitled De Profundis, while in prison, which he kept with him until he was released. The letter was addressed to his lover, Lord Alfred Douglas. The letter was entrusted to and published by Robert Ross after Wilde's death.



	Paved the way for queer rights in the arts, with his literary works brimming over with suggestion and subtle queer themes. They may seem tame by today's queer literary standards because Wilde was aware of the need to hide his sexuality. Despite this, he never expressed any shame in his sexuality.



	His legacy reminds us of the persecution faced by the LGBTQ community in Britain before the queer rights liberations of later years, and of the struggles still faced by the queer community in countries where LGBTQ rights are oppressed.







"BE YOURSELF; EVERYONE ELSE IS ALREADY TAKEN."
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