
  
  [image: ]
  

  
[image: ]



THE QUEERIODIC TABLE 


 

Copyright © Summersdale Publishers Ltd, 2019


 

Text by Abi McMahon


 

All rights reserved.


 

No part of this book may be reproduced by any means, nor transmitted, nor translated into a machine language, without the written permission of the publishers.


 

Condition of Sale


This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent, resold, hired out or otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

 

An Hachette UK Company 

www.hachette.co.uk 


 

Summersdale Publishers Ltd

Part of Octopus Publishing Group Limited 

Carmelite House

50 Victoria Embankment

LONDON 

EC4Y 0DZ

UK


 

www.summersdale.com


 

eISBN: 978-1-78783-051-6


 

Substantial discounts on bulk quantities of Summersdale books are available to corporations, professional associations and other organisations. For details contact general enquiries: telephone: +44 (0) 1243 771107 or email: enquiries@summersdale.com.






Contents





Introduction

 

Chapter 1: Queer History

 

Chapter 2: The Trouble with Sex Is…

 

Chapter 3: Labels, Labels, Labels

 

Chapter 4: Key Events

 

Chapter 5: Game Changers

 

Chapter 6: It's a Celebration!

 

Chapter 7: The Arts

 

Conclusion

 

More, More, More






Introduction





Welcome to The Queeriodic Table! Here you will find all the essential elements of queer culture, from history to culture-defining figures; from the hardest struggles to the greatest victories and from the sweetest love story to the campest cult film.


 

One of the (many) pitfalls of the fact that much of queer history and culture is not taught in schools and is reserved for 'special seasons' on TV and in cinemas, is that people might assume there isn't much to be found. Sure, there are a few queer icons that everyone has heard of and yes, we all know about that one film, but that's about it, right? Queer culture just started in the 1970s and there wasn't anything before that, yes? No! No, no, no! Queer culture is rich and multitextual and extends back to the beginning of known history. Brilliant queer people have been making scientific advances, creating beautiful art, fighting wars and campaigning for peace and civil rights this whole time. The art is out there! The history is out there! The people are out there! It just helps a little to know where to look. Hopefully that's where this book comes in; here are some of the main elements of Western queer culture.


 



Chapter 1:

 

Queer History





The first written evidence of the use of the word queer was in 1508, in a poem titled 'The Flyting of Dunbar and Kennedy'. Flyting was a sort of courtly rap battle; a poetic exchange of insults in front of the court; in this case the Scottish court of King James. Dunbar and Kennedy were both real and it appears that this was a genuine exchange that both settled a feud and entertained the court. The use of queer was pejorative but did not obviously refer to sexuality. The line read 'Hey, here comes our own queer clerk' – insulting but rather throwaway in a poem that includes the jibes 'ignorant elf', 'owl irregular' and 'wanfucked foundling'.


 

Over the years the word queer remained in the English language as an insult, although still a rather nebulous one. The Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue, published in 1785, records several definitions of the word queer. The main entry defines the word as meaning 'roguish' and 'bad'. There are several other entries, including a verb, 'to queer'. According to the dictionary 'to queer the old full bottom' means to puzzle a judge, while a 'queer bluffer' is a crooked innkeeper.

 

The sad beginning of the word queer as a homophobic slur came in 1894 when the 9th Marquess of Queensbury, architect of more than one tragedy in queer history, used the word as an insult against Lord Rosebery, who he believed had been having a relationship with Queensbury's son Francis. He was writing to his other son, Lord Alfred Douglas, whose lover, Oscar Wilde, he would later send to prison.


 

This letter was made public during the trial of Oscar Wilde in 1895 and the word queer took on a new, darker life. Usage as a homophobic slur grew; it was used alongside the older, more general definitions at the start of the twentieth century, but by the end of the century the definition had narrowed and it was undeniably targeted hate speech.


 

Activists started to reclaim the word in the 1980s and 1990s. One of the earliest uses of the word queer by LGBTQ+ groups is the 'Queers Read This' leafleting campaign by LGBT direct-action group Queer Nation. Formed in 1990 by HIV/AIDs activists, Queer Nation campaigned against the appalling levels of violence LGBTQ+ people were facing in their daily lives. The 'Queers Read This' leaflet was distributed at the New York Pride march that year and addressed several subjects, including street violence against LGBT people, the AIDS crisis, queer culture and what it means to be queer. They addressed their use of the word, saying:

 

'... we've chosen to call ourselves queer. Using "queer" is a way of reminding us how we are perceived by the rest of the world. It's a way of telling ourselves we don't have to be witty and charming people who keep our lives discreet and marginalized in the straight world.'


 

Queer Nation also weaponised the word queer in several chants, their most famous being 'We're here, we're queer, get used to it!'

 

The reclamation of the word queer continued. Academics developed 'queer theory' in the 1990s, using it as a lens through which gender and sexuality were studied. Queer theory particularly scrutinised gender roles and how society's enforcement of binary gender roles limited the lives of gay, straight, intersex, trans and cis men and women – so… everyone.


 

In recent years the usage of queer has widened even further, as the LGBTQ+ umbrella has opened to include more marginalised identities. It's now considered a useful umbrella term that handily encompasses non-conforming genders and sexualities. Some prefer queer to LGBTQ+ because, unlike the initialism, it doesn't name identities, which is seen by some as a way to avoid prioritising some identities over others, or unnecessarily acknowledging the gender/sexuality binary.
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