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For Martin and Eigil
and our children



And higher, the stars. The new stars of the land of grief. Slowly the Lament names them:—Look, there: the Rider, the Staff, and the larger constellation called Garland of Fruit. Then, farther up toward the Pole: Cradle; Path; The Burning Book; Puppet; Window.

But there, in the southern sky, pure as the lines on the palm of a blessed hand, the clear sparkling M that stands for Mothers . . . . . .–

RAINER MARIA RILKE, FROM THE TENTH ELEGY
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