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INTRODUCTION

The Irish are known all over the world for their cheer, love of banter (and the drink), works of literature and national saint who yearly provides people the world over with the excuse for having a good time. That’s not bad for such a small island clinging to the west of Europe. For much of history they have been the underdogs, though in the face of countless invasions they never gave up and always rebuilt their communities. This pattern changed in the twentieth century: Ireland as a nation was split in the 1920s and while the majority of the island is a republic, six counties in the north remain part of the United Kingdom. This book was written with the intention of giving an overview of the whole island of Ireland. It can be dipped into for information on a chosen topic or read from cover to cover as a starting point for learning about this small nation famous for Guinness and craic – and so much more.

The first three chapters go through the history of Ireland – from prehistoric times until the twentieth century – and the next chapter takes us up to the modern day. Throughout the book, we delve into a little detail on each of the four provinces of Ireland: Ulster, Munster, Leinster and Connacht. These ‘portraits of a province’ contain specifics about each county. The Language chapter looks at the languages spoken in Ireland, while the following one explores the celebrations we hold and festivals we enjoy. As Ireland is a nation known for its love of a good time, this chapter is full of things to do. The chapter about religion gives an overview of the different faiths within Ireland and, following from that topic, the next chapter looks at the country’s previous beliefs through myths and legends. The chapters about the arts and sports describe the pastimes of Ireland and its achievements in those fields. The Science and Technology chapter follows from this, looking at our successes in science and technology, and the final chapter looks at some of our best loved dishes.

I grew up in Ireland – I have lived in Leinster, Munster and Connacht – and since then have moved to Sweden, Scotland, the US and Canada, before finally settling in England. Years of explaining my accent and my religion (or lack of), telling stories, writing about my culture and often conforming to (or confirming) the stereotype as a friendly cheerful woman who likes a drink meant that talking about my heritage, enjoying my culture and celebrating our achievements has felt like a privilege – and something I am very happy to share with you.
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	c.3500 BC
	Farming using wall-enclosed fields.



	3200 BC
	Newgrange built.



	c.AD 220
	Cormac mac Airt is High King of Ireland. It is still unknown if he is legend or really part of history.



	433
	The first Christian bishop – Palladius – arrives in Ireland.



	432
	St Patrick returns to Ireland to spread Christianity.



	795
	Viking raids begin.



	852
	Dublin is established by the Vikings, Ivar Beinlaus and Olaf the White.



	980
	The Viking king of Dublin abdicates.



	1014
	The Battle of Clontarf: though Brian Boru is killed, his army is victorious and achieves the end of Viking power in Ireland.



	1167
	Dermot MacMurrough, king of Leinster, asks for help from England to protect his land and invites the Norman invasion.



	1171
	Henry II declares himself ‘Lord of Ireland’.



	1264
	The first Irish Parliament meets, but it’s only attended by prelates and magnates.



	1297
	First full parliament meets.



	1315
	Edward Bruce from Scotland arrives in Ireland to claim the high kingship and turn the Irish lords against the Anglo-Norman peers, only to be defeated and killed at the Battle of Faughart 1318.



	1494
	Poynings’ Law curtails the power of the Irish Parliament, so that it can no longer pass a law without prior consent from the English Parliament.



	1542
	The Irish Parliament establishes the Kingdom of Ireland to be ruled by Henry VIII and his successors.



	1594
	The Nine Years’ War begins when Hugh O’Neill and Red Hugh O’Donnell declare they no longer recognise Elizabeth I’s rule over Ulster.



	1607
	The Flight of the Earls: Hugh O’Neill, Rory O’Donnell and many other earls, following their defeat, flee Ireland in fear for their safety.



	1609
	The Plantation of Ulster begins in earnest, as many Scottish Presbyterians settle in Northern Ireland on lands confiscated from the Irish chiefs.



	1641
	Another Irish rebellion, as Irish Catholic lords pit themselves against Scottish Protestant settlers.



	1642
	The Irish Confederate Wars begin when the Irish gentry create a confederation that rules Catholic Ireland. They support the Royalists in the English Civil War. Victory for Parliament results in a massive transfer of land in Ireland from Catholic to Protestant control.



	1760
	The French invade during the Seven Years’ War. They take over the town and castle of Carrickfergus for five days before retreating.



	1782
	Poynings’ Law is repealed.



	1796
	The French again attempt to invade Ireland, with a large force, to aid the Society of United Irishmen in overthrowing English rule but are rebuffed, mainly by winter storms.



	1798
	The Irish Rebellion, aided by the French. The first United Irishmen rebellion leads to the Republic of Connacht being declared at Castlebar.



	1800
	The Act of Union 1800 is passed formally, dissolving the Irish Parliament and creating the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.



	1803
	The second United Irishmen rebellion – or ‘Robert Emmet’s rebellion’, after the student leader who led this disastrous failed uprising.



	1829
	Catholic Emancipation is passed, allowing Catholics to sit in Parliament.



	1834
	Dublin and Kingstown Railway opens – it is the first commercial railway in Ireland.



	1845–1849
	The Great Irish Famine. Potato blight leads to one million deaths and one million people emigrating.



	1867
	The Fenian Rising: the Irish Republican Brotherhood stage a rebellion.



	1914
	The British Parliament passes an Act that gives the Irish Home Rule, though it is simultaneously postponed for the duration of World War One.



	1916
	The Easter Rising: the Republic of Ireland is declared after a large-scale rising organised by the Irish Republican Brotherhood.



	1918
	The general election gives hard-line republican party Sinn Féin the vast majority of Westminster seats in Ireland but they refuse to take them.



	1919
	The first Dáil of an independent Ireland meets and issues a declaration of independence. The Irish War of Independence begins.



	1921
	The Irish Free State and Northern Ireland are established after the signing of the Anglo-Irish Treaty. The Irish Civil War begins.



	1923
	The Irish Civil War ends.



	1937
	A new Constitution of Ireland is adopted, ending the dominion status of the Irish Free State.



	1949
	The Republic of Ireland Act abolishes the remaining roles of the British monarchy in the government of the Irish State.



	1955
	Ireland joins the United Nations.



	1969
	The Troubles begin in Northern Ireland.



	1973
	Ireland joins the European Community and the Northern Ireland Assembly is elected.



	1985
	Ireland and the United Kingdom sign the Anglo-Irish Agreement.



	1990
	Mary Robinson is voted first female president of Ireland.



	1995
	The Celtic Tiger begins in Ireland, marking a time of great economic growth for the country.



	1998
	The Belfast Agreement is signed and a Northern Irish Assembly is set up.



	1999
	Ireland adopts the euro as its currency.



	2008
	Taoiseach Bertie Ahern resigns, in the wake of the Mahon Tribunal’s investigations into allegations of financial corruption in Irish politics.



	2011
	The ongoing financial crisis drives Ireland into a recession, causing renewed emigration. A general election elects the thirty-first Dáil and economic recovery commences.



	2015
	Same-sex marriage is legalised.
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