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Witchcraft was hung, in History But History and I Find all the Witchcraft that we need Around us, every Day.

Emily Dickinson
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INTRODUCTION



What does witchcraft make you think of? For many, it’s the idea of ancient hags on broomsticks that fill the skies on Halloween night. For others, it’s the witches in classical literature, such as the weird sisters in Macbeth and Morgan le Fay from Arthurian legend, while to a younger audience it’s the boy wizard Harry Potter, who made magic something fascinating but eminently dark and not to be meddled with unless you’ve done your time at Hogwarts.

For those who have delved into the history of witchcraft, it’s the notorious witch trials that are engraved on the memory. With these references, it’s not so surprising that witchcraft is considered something dangerous and forbidden. Yet modern-day witchcraft, white witchcraft in particular, is altogether more palatable and accessible. Its focus is on using magic for positive purposes and in a contemporary context this can mean anything from aiding the pursuit of love to unifying people who don’t see eye to eye, to even something mundane like assistance in finding the money to pay for an unexpectedly large water bill.

This book focuses on white witchcraft and the belief that all nature is magical. White witchcraft harnesses nature’s power with the help of natural resources, such as crystals, herbs and the phases of the moon, along with items traditionally associated with witchcraft, such as a wand or cauldron to perform spells and rituals. However, it’s important to remember that the power of the mind is the most important tool in spell-casting.

The Little Book of Witchcraft will furnish you with knowledge as to the origins and possibilities of witchcraft and, for those whose interest has been piqued, there is an introduction to casting spells and performing rituals for the twenty-first-century witch.

[image: ] A note [image: ]

Witchcraft is frequently considered the domain of women, but men and those who are gender fluid may also find that witchcraft resonates for them too. Female pronouns are used throughout, but this is not to exclude anyone from enjoying the book or exploring the world of white witchcraft.
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