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INTRODUCTION

Intelligent, loyal, affectionate, great fun and brilliant walking buddies – there’s a lot to love about dogs. From those that sniff out disease and bombs to those four-legged superstars who support the blind, deaf and disabled by acting as their eyes, ears and mobility, dogs are far more than pets to those who depend on them.

As long-standing inspiration for artists and writers, dogs are also celebrated in literature, art, film, television and song. Their cute factor also makes them a marketeer’s dream, which is why some of the world’s most memorable advertising campaigns feature dogs.

And for many, dogs truly are man’s or woman’s best friend. Always willing to cock an ear and listen to your woes, or let you cuddle up to them for comfort, they are our confidantes as well as our companions, truly a part of our family.

Whether you are a dog owner or just a dog lover, this book is a salute to pups, pedigrees and mutts the world over. I hope that it will cheer, inform and entertain in equal measure.
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