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INTRODUCTION
 WHY IS GRAMMAR IMPORTANT, ANYWAY?



WELCOME!

Whether you’re a confident writer who’s looking to brush up your grammar skills, or someone who turns pale at the sound of terms like ‘future perfect’ or ‘double negative’, this book is here to help you.

Before we begin, it’s important to think about the concept of ‘rules’, and what we’re trying to achieve. People who write and think about language often fall into two camps. On one side we have the descriptivists, who look at language as it is actually used in everyday life by real people. The descriptive approach to language looks at how usage changes over time, and does not cling to old and out-of-date practices. This means that a descriptivist is less likely to wince if you say ‘LOL’ instead of ‘That was funny’. On the other side are the prescriptivists, who have studied the rules of English closely and spend their time disseminating them in order to maintain the quality of the language. These people probably will wince if you say ‘LOL’ – and if you say ‘That made me LOL IRL’, as I have been known to do, it might even make them fume and grind their teeth.

However, in real life, most people tend to fall somewhere in the middle of this slightly artificial divide. We know that some expressions are more acceptable than others, but we also know that new words are entering the language seemingly faster than ever (just look at clickbait, selfie and YOLO), while other words are seeing their meanings change (for example, hipsters used to be low-rise jeans, and now they’re people who wear ironic glasses and too much tweed).

So what we need is a middle path between the extremes of prescribing and describing. We want to make ourselves understood, and we need to choose a way of speaking or writing that’s suitable for the context we’re in. The tools of grammar are here to help us achieve precisely those goals. In this book I’ll be showing you how grammar works, by looking at the parts of speech, punctuation and confusing words. Let’s Eat Grandma is designed so that you can easily dip in and out of it to find the answers to the questions that are on your mind. And by the end, when it comes to grammar, you will really know what’s what!

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Each chapter tackles a specific subject, and within the chapters you’ll find numerous subsections, each guiding you through one aspect of the English language. Peppered throughout the text, there are also a variety of boxes focusing on different themes:


[image: ] PROBLEM SOLVER

These boxes provide helpful tips for dealing with the grammar problems and confusions that we all encounter.




[image: ] WHAT NOT TO DO

This is where I get out my big grammar stick and outline mistakes to be avoided – and how to do exactly that!




[image: ] THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX

These sections explore situations when you don’t have to follow a so-called grammar rule religiously, or when well-known writers have broken the rules to good effect.




[image: ] DID YOU KNOW?

From time to time, I’ve popped in a language fact, just to shed a little light on how we got to where we are today.



I’ve also included some quotations about language and writing, to entertain and inspire you as you read.

“Writing is the geometry of the soul.”

Plato
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