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INTRODUCTION

Football makes people do strange things. It makes me do strange things. Things that non-addicted souls would look at and ask ‘but why?’ And, like true addicts, we do these things over and over again, always chasing the next hit. We do them for the love of football.

Still now, I turn up for games of football in the depths of winter, when anyone with a firmer grip on their sanity would stay inside. The thermometer might well be below zero and the snow might be piled up around the pitch but, if the pitch is playable and everyone is ready to go, then so am I.

I once dragged myself up before dawn, jumped on flights across Europe and stayed in a stranger’s spare room to see a European Cup final contested by two teams, neither of which I supported. The atmosphere was electric but the game was dreadful.

As a child, I insisted to my parents that wearing a full football kit and drawing on a moustache was a suitable costume for fancy dress parties. I spent my last pennies on football stickers, forgoing chocolate and sweets. Week after week, in the pursuit of completed sticker books. I’ve repeated this behaviour as an adult, pretending when someone asks that the stickers are for my not-yet-old-enough son.

There are plenty of other stories. The point is that football has ended up mapping out my life. For example, I can remember as a nine-year-old the excitement of staying up late with my dad to watch Liverpool v Roma in the European Cup final, hooked on every second and mesmerised by Grobbelaar’s wobbly legs. Fast forward a couple of years and just back from an eye-opening school trip to France, a new feeling of utter despair was gripping me as I watched Maradona’s hand and feet knock England out of the World Cup.

Then there was sneaking off to see AFC Bournemouth play Manchester United in the fifth round of the FA Cup in 1989. We had to be secretive on that February day because dad had only two tickets, so we couldn’t let my brother know what we were doing. A little over 11 years later, I was playing football on a Brazilian beach. A side of 20-something Brits overcame a bunch of younger locals thanks to the triumph of organisation and passing over flair and determined yet doomed dribbling. Jump to 2015 and, with my fifth decade approaching, I was on another beach, with my brother, witnessing my local club’s greatest ever moment. After an entire history spent in the lower leagues, the Cherries had won promotion to the promised land of the Premier League and were celebrating on Bournemouth sands. A historic day that was one of my dad’s very last.

I’m pretty certain this happens the world over: lives wrapped in football. I have the good fortune to play football every week with guys from every corner of the earth. They all have football moments that they will never forget. You’ll find their stories scattered throughout the book. This is mine:


FOOTBALL MOMENT

I don’t remember much about the first 112 minutes of England’s game against Belgium at the 1990 World Cup. And watching the game back, I’m not surprised. It was a turgid match with Belgium providing most of the barely memorable moments. They should have won. But with the game heading to penalties, in the 113th minute, substitute David Platt, a relative unknown to this viewer, scored a sensational volley to win it. England fans went mad, including a bunch of football-mad 15-year-olds crowded round a small television in a friend’s bedroom. It was a moment of uncontrolled joy, which looking back was so joyful because it was laced with an enormous dose of disbelief. I didn’t realise it at the time, but you don’t get many of these.

Johnny, England




A BRIEF HISTORY OF FOOTBALL

“Playing football is very simple, but playing simple football is the hardest thing there is.”

DUTCH FOOTBALL LEGEND JOHAN CRUYFF

When did it all begin? Who gets credit for inventing the beautiful game? Well, that isn’t entirely clear. There’s mention of tsu chu, involving a leather ball filled with feathers and hair, in China around 200 bc; kemari, which featured players standing in a small circle trying to keep the ball off the ground, in Japan in ad 600; episkyros, a much more physical pursuit than its Far Eastern equivalent, at roughly the same time in Greece; something called Shrovetide football, akin to mob football where hands were used as much as feet, in the Middle Ages in England; and calcio, comprising 27 players whose focus was fighting as much as football, in Italy in the 1500s. Let’s just say it’s a global game. But one thing is certain: the modern game, as we know it, was born in 1863 and the fun hasn’t stopped since.

A TIMELINE OF MODERN FOOTBALL



	1862
	Notts County, the oldest professional football club, is formed



	1863
	The rules of Association Football are drawn up in England



	1869
	Goal kicks are introduced to the game



	1870
	The position of goalkeeper is officially recognised



	1872
	Corner kicks are introduced to the game



	1872
	The first international takes place: Scotland plays England



	1874
	Shin pads are introduced and teams change ends at half-time



	1877
	The duration of a match is set at 90 minutes



	1890
	Goal nets are used for the first time



	1891
	Penalty kicks are introduced



	1893
	The first three-figure transfer: Willie Groves to Aston Villa for £100



	1904
	Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) is founded in Paris



	1923
	The first Football Association (FA) Cup final at Wembley: Bolton v West Ham



	1930
	The first World Cup takes place in Uruguay



	1937
	Football is televised for the first time: highlights of Arsenal v Arsenal Reserves



	1939
	Shirt numbering becomes compulsory



	1951
	 The use of a white ball is permitted for the first time



	1960
	The European Championship is founded



	1960
	The first live English Football League game is broadcast on TV



	1965
	Substitutions are permitted in the English Football League



	1970
	The game sees its first red and yellow cards



	1979
	Trevor Francis becomes the first British £1-million footballer



	1991
	The first women’s football World Cup takes place in China



	1992
	The English Premier League is born



	1992
	The Champions League replaces the European Cup



	2002
	The World Cup takes place in Asia for the first time



	2010
	The World Cup is held in Africa for the first time



	2012
	Goal-line technology is first used



	2014
	Vanishing spray and goal-line technology make their debut at the World Cup



	2016
	A fourth substitute in extra time is trialled in the Copa América final and at the 2016 Olympic Games



	2016
	Goal-line technology is introduced for all European Champions League games



	2016
	Video refereeing is trialled in an international friendly between France and Italy



	2017
	An additional substitute is allowed in extra time in the quarter-finals, semi-finals and final of the FA Cup in England



	2018
	FIFA hopes that the World Cup in Russia will be the first tournament to see video referees help on-pitch officials with ‘game-changing’ decisions




A LEVEL PLAYING FIELD

While football had existed in various forms for centuries, it wasn’t very organised. Steps had to be taken to turn the chaos into something more cultured, into a spectacle that was fairer, and whose joy could be shared far and wide. Association Football was the result, with the first laws drawn up in 1863 with the purpose of ‘embracing the true principles of the game, with the greatest simplicity’.

WHEN PRESTON RULED THE WORLD

The first football league competition was held in England between the autumn of 1888 and the spring of 1889, and Preston North End dominated it completely. The Lilywhites, as their fans call them, were on top of the world – they were invincible, unbeaten over the entire 22-game season. They won the year after, too. Since then, things haven’t been quite so good, but they’ll always have that season in the sun.

And what a season it was. It took until 2003–2004 for another team, Arsenal, to emulate Preston and go a whole English Football League season without loss. The Gunners had to play nearly twice as many games, but let’s not get bogged down in detail. The Lilywhites were one of the 12 founding fathers of the league and you can only beat what’s put in front of you, and that they did. They put seven past Stoke City and five past Burnley, Derby County, and Wolverhampton Wanderers at home, and seven past Brighton & Hove Albion on the road. Two Preston players led the top scorers’ table, with John Goodall just pipping teammate James Ross thanks to a goal-a-game record.

Incredibly, Preston won the FA Cup in the same season, becoming the first English team to claim the coveted Double. They did it without conceding a goal, too: they rattled three past Bootle, two past Grimsby Town, two more past Birmingham City and one past West Bromwich Albion, before beating Wolves 3–0 in the final at the Kennington Oval in London in front of over 27,000 fans. How do the Arsenal Invincibles compare? They lost in the semi-finals. Close, but no cigar.

England manager Alf Ramsey to striker Rodney Marsh:

“If you don’t work harder I’ll pull you off at half-time.”

Soon to be ex-England striker to manager Alf Ramsey:

“ Crikey, Alf, at Manchester City all we get is an orange and a cup of tea.”

THE SECOND COMING

Talk to fans of a certain age group and you’d think that football didn’t exist before the advent of the Premier League. Before this juggernaut came rumbling into view, there was just darkness, lurking in which were horrors such as really short shorts, mullets and limited media coverage.

It’s not true, obviously, but the Premier League did usher in a new era of football and, with the help of a sports channel belonging to a certain Australian media tycoon, turned it into the behemoth we look upon today. And it’s not just a British we: visit virtually any city in the world and you’ll spot the shirts of Manchester United, Liverpool, Arsenal, Chelsea and others. There’s a reason for that: the rise and rise of the Premier League.

Before 1992, watching football on television wasn’t always so easy. The number of televised games was limited to one or two a week, if you were lucky, and as far as highlights went, you had to pay attention to the listings and hunt down specific programmes at certain times to get a glimpse of the action. And if your team was playing in the week, watching the match took some serious dedication and the ability to stay up late (past the greyhound racing and showjumping). You couldn’t just turn on the box and breezily flick around until you found something you wanted to watch. Four or five top-flight games over a weekend? Soccer Saturday? Super Sunday? Monday Night Football? For that kind of joy you had to wait for the World Cup.

The make-up of English football has changed in other ways since the arrival of the Premier League. The extra money has enabled more and more domestic clubs to look further afield for talent and they have grabbed this opportunity with both hands: the league now has the second-largest proportion of overseas players in Europe (Cyprus is first). The merits of this evolution are much debated: for all the Cantonas, Zolas, Henrys and Bergkamps, there are the Boogerses, Bogardes, Bebés and Brolins. Furthermore, the England team hasn’t been much cop of late, a decline which some argue is a result of the lack of opportunity for young home-grown players. Nevertheless, it has created an insatiable appetite around the world for the league.

Talking of hunger, the influx of Premier League riches means that today top footballers become millionaires almost overnight. Not too long ago, the footballing wage was largely a modest one: in 1958, the maximum a footballer could earn was £20 a week; now Wayne Rooney gets paid £300,000 a week. Transfer fees have also gone through the ceiling: from £1 million for Trevor Francis in 1979 to £93.2 million for Paul Pogba in 2016. And let’s not forget other Premier League moves such as £59.7 million for Ángel Di María, £51 million for Kevin De Bruyne, £50 million for Fernando Torres, £49 million for Raheem Sterling, £47 million for John Stones, £44 million for Mesut Özil and £39.5 million for Sergio Agüero.

So, in a way, 1992 was year zero: before that it was a game that a lot of fans would no longer recognise.
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WHAT A GOAL!

[image: ]   The first Premier League goal was scored by Brian Deane for Sheffield United against Manchester United in 1992. The Blades beat the Red Devils 2–1.

[image: ]   The 10,000th Premier League goal was scored by Les Ferdinand for Tottenham Hotspur against Fulham in 2001.

[image: ]   The 20,000th Premier League goal was scored by Marc Albrighton for Aston Villa against Arsenal in 2011.

[image: ]   The 24,000th Premier League goal was scored by Kieran Gibbs for Arsenal against Tottenham in 2015.




93.2

The most expensive player in the world is Paul Pogba. Manchester United signed the French international from Juventus in August 2016 for £93.2 million, topping the £86 million Real Madrid paid Tottenham for Gareth Bale in 2013. The Italian side made a very healthy profit on the midfielder: he cost them just £800,000 in 2012. Where did he come from? Manchester United.



OEBPS/images/Common.jpg





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
FOR THE LOVE OF

FOOTBALL

JOHNNY MORGAN





OEBPS/images/title.jpg
FOR THE LOVE OF

FOOTBALL

A COMPANION

JOHNNY MORGAN

sssssssssss





OEBPS/images/ball.jpg





