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THE CREATIVE JOURNEY

Home is a powerful word and so much more than bricks and mortar, fabrics and paint colours or the latest style trends. For us, home is a feeling, a place of self-expression, of nurturing, safety and privilege. Creating spaces with soul and meaning is something we are passionate about. Ever since we met 30 years ago, as two young designers who found a home in each other, we have continued creating them together – for ourselves and our clients, and as photographic studios and holiday lets. You could say we are compulsive homemakers.

Right from the start, our ethos has always been about good, honest design that is authentic and full of integrity. We only create homes that we would want to live in ourselves, and our attention is always firmly focused on the human experience. Interiors should enhance the everyday, make small mundane tasks a pleasure and help us all to live in the moment. We have always worked to create spaces that make us feel better – about oneself, one’s life, day-to-day tasks and the world around us.

To create a home with soul, we must also consider our emotional connection to it, and when designing a space, alongside the practicalities of structure, layout and materials – the building blocks of any room design – there’s the emotion. The first thing we ask ourselves when embarking on any project is, ‘How do I want to feel in this space?’ ‘What’s the story?’ The narrative of a room is at the heart of our approach so that it is not only beautiful to the eye but also feeds the inner self.

More than ever, in our fast-paced world fuelled by information overload and the pressure to achieve perfection, it is important for our homes to be a respite from the ‘more is more’ demands of our modern lifestyles. They should be a sanctuary in which we can carve out some time and space for us to be ourselves. Minimalists have been pioneering a simpler, pared-back lifestyle for years, and while many of us might have an idea of what we think minimalism is – empty rooms, no possessions, zero decoration – in our minds it is more about living mindfully, enjoying the moment with fewer distractions and having the space to breathe. Of course, a certain level of paring back is needed, and while some might aspire to live in the beautiful, Zen-like interiors of the greats, such as John Pawson or Vincent Van Duysen, the reality is that these architectural works of art are quite extreme and, for many, not necessarily attainable. A softer minimalism is what we are suggesting, one that taps into all those minimalist sensibilities while allowing for creativity, self-expression and the normal chaos of life. This idea of pushing back against a culture in which we are defined by the things that we buy or our social media presence, so that we are able to slow down and live mindfully in the moment, also points towards a romantic nostalgia for a simple domesticity that honours the values of the past. This concept has always been at the forefront of our design process, not least because of the environmental impact of our modern lifestyles but also for the benefit of our mental and physical health.

The chemistry of The Romantic Minimalist is all about these fundamental elements: quality over quantity, good and honest materials, the desire to slow down and enjoy one’s surroundings. But, much like our own partnership, it is also about the synergy of opposites and the balance of contrasts. All things must have a foil, a counterweight – masculine with feminine, old with new, industrial with pretty, cosiness with airiness, romance with minimalism – and it’s the juxtaposition of these contradictions that gives a space equilibrium, harmony and tranquillity.

Behind every good interior there is always a lot of hard work, head-scratching and innovation. The trick of a successful design is it should feel like it’s always been there: unobtrusive, relaxed, effortless, even obvious. It should be a return to a natural state – a homecoming.
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