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Heidi Howcroft was educated in England and completed her professional training as a landscape architect in Germany, where she lived and worked for many years. In addition to design work, she has curated exhibitions and is the author of more than 25 books in German and English covering a wide range of garden topics, from paving to plant portraits and more general themes. Now based in Somerset, England, she lectures and travels throughout Europe and the US, and leads tours to far-flung destinations in search of gardens.

Marianne Majerus is one of Europe’s finest garden photographers. She works on commissions across the continent, and her artistic and sensitive images are widely sought-after by publishers and private clients. She has won many awards, including International Garden Photographer of the Year, and has been named Photographer of the Year by the Garden Media Guild on several occasions. In 2018 she was named European Garden Photographer of the Year. She is a founding member of the Professional Garden Photographers’ Association.
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Garden Design: A Book of Ideas, was published in 2015.
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HOW TO USE THIS EBOOK

Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.

Look out for linked text (which is in blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections.

You can double tap images and tables to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.
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INTRODUCTION

In the wake of the pandemic there has been a seismic shift in attitudes towards private open spaces. No matter how small, whether at ground level or up high on a roof or balcony, gardens are highly sought-after. This, coupled with an increased awareness of the need to be sustainable, has led to a renewed interest in all things gardening. Styles long forgotten are re-emerging; cottage gardening, grow-your-own, and even rock gardening are gaining traction. While some novice and experienced garden owners know immediately how to shape their personal paradise and what their chosen style is, others struggle to blend aspirations and function into a coherent whole.

So how can you find a style that suits you and your plot? As with so many things, it is best to start with the basics. Simply put, style is an arrangement of components in a specific way to create a distinct look. It encompasses everything down to the finishing touches, such as furniture, and is in many ways like a formula. In broad terms, orderly and symmetrical equate to a formal style, and loose and organic to an informal style. Walking along a street is a lesson in style: no front garden or balcony is the same. The same is true of back gardens. The gardens of terraced row houses in London or Amsterdam all have a similar plot size but each looks different. The variety is astonishing. We might not like everything we see, nor want it for ourselves. Style is personal. That is why it is so special.

No garden style is conjured from thin air; each one is intertwined with the location, the climate, the materials, and its use. Each style is a result of the time and the environment in which it was developed and reflects the interests and the economic stability and wealth distribution of the period. Garden style is a huge subject that spans historic to contemporary styles, from those driven by architecture to those shaped by nature. Add the styles of different countries and climates to the mix and the variety is astounding. It should come as no surprise that the study of styles forms an integral part of every design course. This is not just an academic exercise. By looking to the past and to other climate zones and natural habitats, we can design for the future, not slavishly copying a style but being inspired by it and picking out components that have potential and giving them a new lease of life.

By identifying the styles and grouping them into broad categories and subdividing them where appropriate into bite-sized sections, there is a better chance of finding your garden style through a process of elimination. Some styles overlap or are only subtly different – that is the nature of styles that have evolved over centuries. Pinpointing key aspects of each style and illustrating them with case studies helps to understand the rationale behind each style choice, and perhaps how they can be adapted. This book is ambitious but does not claim to be all-encompassing. If it were, you would need a crane to lift it.

But before rushing out and buying plants or furniture or both, take a step back. Use the Tailor-Made chapter to ask yourself, as a landscape architect or garden designer would, what do you want? Formulate your own brief, and list your basic requirements and wishes. Look at your plot. Note what is there. Be realistic about the conditions, your budget, and the time you have. Consider local bylaws and planning regulations. With this information to hand, check which styles are feasible, then what you like. Is it a formal, informal, or a country style, or one that you have seen while traveling, or perhaps your own mix?

When the choice is narrowed down, picture your garden style. Collect images, pin them to the fridge, even to the window, and refer to them at different times of the day, in different moods. Look through this book and try to imagine yourself in the gardens. Lay a photograph of yourself, your partner, family, even dog, on the pages. Is it a fit? Could this be your style?

Try out styles. Take part in open garden days, visit public gardens and squares – many have areas with a personal feeling to them, so sit, take a breath, look around, and note how you feel. The garden should make you happy, not edgy.

How long do you want to take to achieve your style? The time factor is not just a question of finances but of attitude and patience. While some might choose a piecemeal method, relishing the creative process and creating their garden style over time, others may opt for a key-turn, instant garden. Whatever route you choose, have a plan and a vision and remember there is nothing wrong with revisiting and tweaking.

If in doubt, ask the professionals. Landscape architects and garden designers can help you sift through the possibilities to achieve your garden style. They might have their own signature style, so check if this is a match to your vision. Some garden and landscape contractors have in-house designers and show gardens. Ask for references and do not be swayed by fleeting trends. Remember, it is your garden, your space to live in and enjoy; it need not please anyone except you, your partner, family, and, importantly, the environment.

Garden Style is conceived as a companion to Garden Design: A Book of Ideas. The latter introduced the principles of design; here, we delve deeper into the world of gardens and explore specific styles, to provide yet more ideas.

This book would not have been possible without the marvellous gardens and the support of garden owners, gardeners, architects, landscape architects, and designers. Heartfelt thanks go out to you all for so generously sharing your expertise so that others may discover their style and fulfil the dream of their own private paradise.
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