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How to Use This Ebook

Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.

Look out for linked text (which is in blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections.

You can double tap images and tables to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.
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Defining a classic climb isn’t easy. Some ascents have the weight of numbers behind them: monstrous gradients and eye-watering elevation. Others have history, and the echoes of great battles fought by the legends of bicycle racing on their roads. For some it might be their natural beauty; others are feats of engineering. Yet all of them are united by one crucial aspect: the challenge of conquering them by bike, a challenge that can immerse a cyclist in suffering along the way, but with the promise of euphoria at the summit.

Cyclist magazine has spent its existence exploring these climbs, and here we have picked 35 of the very best, each one ridden from foot to summit with ride statistics logged and stunning photography captured. The big question is: where to start?

There are the great European mountain ranges, where so many summits have been made famous by the Grand Tours of France, Italy and Spain, with names that will send a shiver down the spines of pro and amateur cyclists alike: Alpe d’Huez, Col du Tourmalet, Passo dello Stelvio, Mortirolo and Alto de l'Angliru to name just a few. There are also climbs that seem to exist purely for their own sake, such as the stunning Sa Calobra in Mallorca or Trollstigen in Norway. Other climbs aren’t quite so long and steep but do present their own challenges, such as the cobbled Mur de Huy or Muur van Geraardsbergen in Belgium. Others are even longer and steeper, for example the monster Mauna Kea in Hawaii and Pikes Peak in Colorado, USA.

The choice is yours, but wherever you start you can be sure of an epic adventure along the way.

Oh, and there is one final point to consider. Given that each of these 35 climbs ends at a summit, that means there are 35 descents for you to enjoy as well. See you at the bottom.
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