

[image: How to make the best coffee at home by James Hoffman, best-selling author of The World Atlas of Coffee. Dark green background with a golden illustration of a French Press pouring coffee into a cup.]



[image: A cup of coffee and a smaller cup of espresso rest on a wooden table next to a sofa.]


[image: The title page of ‘How to Make the Best Coffee at Home’ by James Hoffmann. Mitchell Beazley logo at the bottom.]



For Beth, Lyla and Theo.




CONTENTS

Introduction

1 How to Buy Great Coffee

2 The Essentials for Great Coffee

3 How to Taste Coffee

4 How to Brew Great Coffee

5 Iced Coffee and Cold Brew

6 How to Make Great Espresso

Acknowledgements




HOW TO USE THIS EBOOK

Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.

Look out for linked text (which is in blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections.

You can double tap images to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.





INTRODUCTION

A cup of coffee can be many things: a jolt of caffeine, fuel for our work, a social lubricant, a necessity or a luxury. It can be surprising, delightful and delicious, and it can transport you around the world. It can also be a lot of fun.

Coffee is produced in dozens of countries around the world, is consumed in every single country and has wrapped itself up in many different cultures in many different ways. Drinking the roasted, pulverized and infused seeds of the fruit from a small tropical shrub is a very human act.

Coffee, especially the modern speciality coffee movement in the last decade or two, has gained a reputation as being a bit serious, too earnest, occasionally pretentious and something requiring study and education in order to enjoy. As I start this book, a book full of the intricacies and minutiae of great coffee, I think it is important for both you and I to remember that the goal is fun, that the goal is enjoyment above all else.

I want to share the things that have helped me make better coffee, while also highlighting what makes it surprising, delightful and intriguing. It doesn’t have to be those things every day, it can just be a gentle and welcome liquid light-switch for your brain in the morning – because some mornings that’s all we really want it to be.
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JAMES HOFFMANN
Best-selling author of The World Atlas of Coffee
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