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HOW TO USE THIS EBOOK

Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.

Look out for linked text (which is in blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections.

You can double tap images and tables to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.


INTRODUCTION

How often have you looked at a pile of fruit pips and thought ‘I wonder if they would grow?’, before consigning them to the dustbin? The truth is, they probably would grow – and more easily than you think.

Growing plants from pips is fun, requires very little equipment or outlay – most of what is needed can be found in the kitchen – and can be done indoors, all year round. Growing a pip is a great project for anyone interested in starting gardening in a small way, even without a garden. It is also a brilliant means of introducing children to the outdoors and the science of plants.

No previous gardening experience is necessary, only enthusiasm and a little patience. How to grow each pip is described in foolproof detail, backed up with general advice on the basics of looking after plants.

A pip could produce an unusual houseplant like the date palm, or it could create a new variety of apple or raspberry (why not give it a name yourself?). Whichever pips you choose to grow, the excitement of seeing the first shoots appear, and the satisfaction of raising a plant from a pip, are hard to beat.

So before you throw away those pips, remember, all you need is a pot and a windowsill, and you could do something interesting with them instead.
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

This book includes everything you need to know about pips and how to grow them – from the anatomy of a single pip, to how to grow specific fruits. It’s not necessary to read it from cover to cover: perhaps start with growing a single type of pip, then return to find out more information about the science of pips at a later date and try something more adventurous.
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Chapter 1 explains what pips are and how they grow, and what to expect when growing pips at home.
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Chapter 2 gives general information on how to start off growing pips and the basic equipment that is needed. Use this chapter in conjunction with the specific information for each pip in Chapter 3.




[image: Illustration]
Chapter 3 is about each pip in detail. It includes pips from exotic fruit that will grow into interesting houseplants, pips from vegetables that could be grown inside or out, and pips from fruit that will happily grow outdoors.




KEY TO GROWING PIPS

EASINESS: [image: Illustration] very easy[image: Illustration][image: Illustration] moderate [image: Illustration][image: Illustration][image: Illustration] some skill required

PATIENCE: [image: Illustration] fast growing [image: Illustration][image: Illustration] needs more time [image: Illustration][image: Illustration][image: Illustration] grows into a tree.
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Chapter 4 contains information on looking after the pips as they grow, and what to do if anything goes wrong. As with Chapter 2, use this as a general guide but also refer to the specifics for each pip in Chapter 3.
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Finally, the Glossary explains technical terms, and the Further Resources section gives some sources of more information.
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