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The revised edition of Malt Whisky is dedicated to Dr Nicholas Morgan, to mark his 20 years in the whisky industry, and in gratitude for 20 years of help and friendship.
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FOREWORD

No one knows who first conceived the simple but ever wondrous idea of converting the humble barley grain into spirit but all agree it has been a collective gift from our Celtic forefathers. Perhaps they knew only too well that after a cheerful summer would surely come the dank drip or icy cold and snow of winter. Their foremost guard to ensure survival was the water of life – uisge beatha – itself.

That distillation in earliest times was an art, cultivated as much in remote Highland glens as in devout Lowland abbeys, cannot be denied. Nor can the claim be resisted that, on August 24, 1494, Friar John Cor of Lindores Abbey in Fife converted eight bolls of barley malt into aqua vitae for his sovereign, King James IV; the first record of distilled spirit in Scotland.

Now, more than 500 years on, Scotch whisky has established itself as a gift to discerning drinkers throughout the world; with care it improves from birth; it traces its original line through fire and water, themselves the chief elements of creation. It can be enjoyed as a single malt and yet will blend easily with brotherly spirits from across Scotland. It will never fail to offer a challenge to those most wise parts of the human body – the senses of taste and satisfaction.

That is why I commend this remarkable book. You may well be encouraged to try out the marvellous range of flavours and styles, then perhaps be inspired to come and visit the source. You will then realise how profound, through the medium of malt whisky, is Scotland’s contribution to humanity.

THE EARL OF ELGIN AND KINCARDINE KT
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INTRODUCTION

The genesis of this book was a talk I gave in Brussels in September 1995 to mark the launch of the Scotch Single Malt Whisky Society of Belgium. In it I attempted to answer the question: “Why are all malt whiskies different?” Borrowing Winston Churchill’s description of the Soviet Union, I said that malt whisky was “a riddle, wrapped in a mystery, cloaked in an enigma”. The riddle is the product itself, its taste and smell; the mystery is how it comes to be like this, made as it is from the simplest ingredients – malted barley and water; and the enigma is why so simple a product cannot be made elsewhere in the world.

Happily the conundrum cannot be solved, but in this book I have set about unwrapping the mystery and exploring the enigma from a variety of different angles, but always with the original question in mind. Thus, my rapid canter through the history of Scotch whisky pauses only to look at how flavour might have been affected by, for example, innovations in still design or taxation. My consideration of ingredients and the production process continually asks: “What contribution to flavour does each stage make, relative to the others?” My exploration of the differences between malts from one region of Scotland or another looks at flavour through the glass of geography.

Scotland is at the heart of the matter, for malt whisky is the quintessence of Scotland. It recollects the land of its birth with every sip – peat hags and bog myrtle, the sun on the loch, the rain on the mountain, white beaches and salt spray: the fugitive aromas of the land itself. It also speaks of the people of Scotland, the tough farmers who developed the art of distillation, the intrepid “smugglers” who kept the still-fires burning in the face of the law, the remarkable entrepreneurs who built a world market for Scotch in the later decades of the nineteenth century.

And in its effects, malt whisky epitomises the inherent dichotomy of the Scottish psyche – at once passionate and rational, romantic and ironic, mystical and sceptical, heroic and craven, full of laughter and despair.

As JP McCondach wrote in The Channering Worm: “Much abused, by its addicts and traducers alike, it is a complicated simple, the whisky, pure in essence, but diverse in effects; and against it none can prevail”.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL

This book owes a debt to many other books published on its subject. An extended list appears in the bibliography – alas, there is not room to list the general historical, scientific and topographical texts consulted – but I should like to single out a handful of sources that I have referred to in the text.

First, six relatively recent books which have made major contributions to the history of Scotch: Michael S Moss and John R Hume’s The Making of Scotch Whisky [1981] is the leading account of the subject, Charles Craig’s Scotch Whisky Industry Review [1994], an infallible archive of dates and details, the late Dr RB Weir’s The History of the Distillers Company 1877 to 1939 [1995], Gavin D Smith’s engaging A-Z of Whisky [1997], Misako Udo’s exhaustive The Scotch Whisky Distilleries [2006] and C Anne Wilson’s intriguing Water of Life [2006].

It would be immodest of me to add my own Scotch Whisky: A Liquid History [2003] and Whiskypedia [2009] to this list, but I have used both in revising and updating this edition of Malt Whisky. I have also used the invaluable Malt Whisky Yearbook [2010 edition], edited by Ingvar Ronde, an up-to date mine of information about the subject. The “classical” authorities begin with Alfred Barnard’s The Whisky Distilleries of the United Kingdom [1887], an engaging account of his tour to every distillery in the kingdom, and The Manufacture of Spirit as Conducted at the Various Distilleries of the United Kingdom by JA Nettleton [1898], the “bible” for production practice. My “desert island” book is Whisky by Aeneas Macdonald [1930, re-issued, with a revealing introduction by Ian Buxton in 2006]; other favourites are Sir Robert Bruce-Lockhart’s Scotch [1951], Professor RJS McDowall’s The Whiskies of Scotland [1967] and Professor David Daiches’s Scotch Whisky, Its Past and Present [1969]. All have been reprinted.
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PERSONAL

In earlier editions of this book I listed 39 people who had been especially generous with help for Malt Whisky. All but seven of those named have now retired from the whisky industry – a telling indication of how time passes. I take the opportunity now to thank those who have supported me (materially and intellectually; with laughter and learning) over the years since the first edition:

Rob Allanson (Whisky Magazine), Jon Allen (writer), Michael Alexander (Diageo), Raymond Armstrong (Bladnoch distillery), Helen Arthur (writer), Iain Baxter (Inver House Distillers), Michael Beamish (Tullibardine distillery), Giuseppe Begnoni (Whisky Paradise), Jim Beveridge (Diageo), Dave Broom (writer), Alex Bruce (Adelphi distillery), Rob Bruce (Whyte & Mackay), Ulf Buxrud (Malt Maniacs), Ian Buxton (writer), Ian Chapman (Gordon & Macphail), Geraldine Coates (writer), Trevor Cowan (SMWS), David Cox (Edrington), Ronnie Cox (Berry Bros & Rudd), Jason Craig (Edrington), Katharine Crisp (Burn Stewart Distillers), Douglas Cruikshank (Chivas Bros), Bob Dalgarno (The Macallan distillery), Raymond Davidson (Glencairn Crystal), Gordon Doctor (Ian Macleod Distillers), Rob Draper (SingleMalt TV), Jonathan Driver (consultant), Campbell Evans (Scotch Whisky Association), John Finnie (Balgonie House), Andrew Ford (Diageo), Ken Grier (Edrington), David Grant (Wm Grant & Sons), John and George Grant (Glenfarclas distillery), Kenny Grant (Glen Garioch distillery), Alan Gray (analyst), Micky Heads (Ardbeg distillery), Johannes van den Heuvel (Malt Maniacs), Justin Hicklin (Hicklin Slade), Robbie Hughes (Glengoyne distillery), Olivier Humbrecht (Malt Maniacs), David Hume (Wm Grant & Sons), Kai Ivalo (SMWS), Christine Jones (archivist), Richard Joynson (Loch Fyne Whiskies), Mike Keillor (Morrison Bowmore), Davin de Kergommeaux (Malt Maniacs), Fred and Stewart Laing (Douglas Laing & Co), Mari Laidlaw (Morrison Bowmore), Keith Law (Diageo), Paul Lockyer (Diageo), Ian Logan (Chivas Bros), Graham Logie (Lagavulin distillery), Dr Bill Lumsden (Glenmorangie), David Mair (Wm Grant & Sons), Neil Mackinlay (Inver House Distillers), Stephen Marshall (John Dewar & Sons), Alexander McCall Smith (writer), Frank McHardy (Springbank distillery), Rowan McKenzie (Inver House Distillers), Alastair McIntosh (Scotch Whisky Experience), John McLellan (Kilchoman distillery), Marcin Miller (Quercus Communications), Glen Moore (Morrison Bowmore), Douglas Murray (Diageo), Martine Nouet (writer), Hans Offringer (writer), Silvio Preno (The Vintners Rooms), Lucy Pritchard (Diageo), John Ramsay (Edrington), Andrew Rankin (Morrison Bowmore), Donald Renwick (Royal Lochnagar Distillery), Mark Reynier (Bruichladdich distillery), Captain Stewart Robertson (S.Y. Grampus), Stuart Robertson (Huntly distillery), Maureen Robinson (Diageo), Ingvar Ronde (publisher), Colin Ross (Ben Nevis distillery), Ian Russell, (archivist), Peter and Leonard Russell (Ian Maclead Distillers), Professor Alan Rutherford (Heriot Watt University), Graham Scott (NEVIS Design), Jacqui Seargeant (archivist), Euan Shand (Duncan Taylor), Sukhinder Singh (The Whisky Exchange), Charlie Smith (Talisker distillery), Gavin Smith (writer), David Stewart (Wm Grant & Sons), Kier Sword (Royal Mile Whiskies), Douglas and Willie Taylor (Speyside Cooperage), Hamish Torrie (Glenmorangie), Gerry Tosh (Edrington), David and Michael Urquhart (Gordon & Macphail), Serge Valentin (Malt Maniacs), Billy Walker (BenRiach distillery), Mark Watt (Duncan Taylor), Ian Williams (Cardhu distillery), David Williamson (Scotch Whisky Association), Anthony and Cathy Wills (Kilchoman distillery), Allan Winchester (Chivas Bros) and Vanessa Wright (Chivas Bros).

CHARLES MACLEAN, EDINBURGH, 2011

OEBPS/images/f0002-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0009-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0003-01.jpg
CHARLES MacLEAN

MALT WHISKY

PHOTOGRAPHS BY JASON LOWE

MITCHELL BEAZLEY










OEBPS/images/f0007-01.jpg






OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
CHARLES MacLEAN

L

“Charles MacLean is Scotland’s leading whisky expert”
The Times

“Charles MacLean writes like no other expert on the
subject. His prose is informed and highly entertaining”
Independent
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