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INTRODUCTION

CRAFT BEER FOR THE GEEKS

Craft beer is a cult of the curious.

It draws you in, with its welcoming pale ales and enveloping stouts. It offers you a point of difference, thanks to the stories of the men and women who wake and work at all hours. It gives back what you put in, as you learn about the styles, follow the breweries and gain a greater appreciation of what it all means. And what it all means is this: Craft Beer is for The Geeks. 

But that’s okay. There’s nothing wrong with being a Geek. Far from it.

Back in the day, geeks (with a small g) were socially inept, clueless types on TV, orbiting at the periphery of their respective scenes, failing to fit in. Typically, they clung to one thing they knew well – science, maths, trivia – and it became a crutch they both leaned on and were beaten with. These brainiac outcasts were mocked and pitied for their lack of assimilation. But you know what? Geekery has grown up.

The tipping point was a moment of realization in popular culture. Being a Geek (with a big G) is about more than knowledge. It’s about enthusiasm. Passion. If you take an interest in something and gain a desire to learn more about it, you’re a Geek. If you care about something enough to talk to others, you’re a Geek. And if you travel for hours to join a queue for something, you’re very definitely a Geek.

These all apply to craft beer every bit as much as technology, music or collecting things. That queue could be a video-game launch or performance from the latest beat combo*, but it could just as easily be a canned-IPA release or a taproom unveiling. Ever driven to another city for a beer festival? Packed a few #trainbeers for the weekend? Asked a question of the person who brewed, poured or brought you that pint? You’re a Geek. And it’s great.

Geeks have done more than inherit the earth, we have changed the world. And, yes, we switched to first person there. Because at BrewDog, we are Geeks too. That’s the kicker; the beauty of craft beer is that the person who brewed, poured or brought you that pint is likely also a Geek. We exist on both sides. And that’s the greatest weapon craft beer has when faced with the industrial, mass-produced beers out there. Our community. Our passion.

Small, independent, local breweries are being supported and driven forward by people who realize they are a point of difference like never before. Hell, those same breweries are founded by people who realize this. It’s a self-fulfilling prophecy that the big boys can never hope to understand. They rely instead on uniformity. Beers you wouldn’t recognize if they were in an unbranded glass. Fake stories. Drink the beer and conform to an identity you see in an ad.

Totalitarianism won’t play here. Craft beer is for The Geeks, but Geeks don’t like to be pigeonholed. It’s one reason we have reappropriated the very term itself. To conform to our own identity, not someone else’s.

Here’s why… Here’s what craft beer brings to the party and why all Geeks should rejoice…

*not a music guy.

VARIETY

From bitter, dry and quenching craft-brewed Pilsners to earth-moving barrel-aged stouts, craft beer has it all. There’s nothing else you can put in your glass that has as many flavours, aromas or layers. We have sharp, puckering sours; funky beers made joyous by wild, windborne yeast; hop-charged pale ales that bring a smile to the face. Craft beer is the broadest of churches, here to welcome each and every Geek, every week.

RESPONSIBILITY

Reduced to a bumper sticker, it would be this: Craft Brewers Do It The Right Way. We proudly give back, embrace provenance, seasonality and locality. We stand up for the little guy, and each other. Anyone can get on board with this, and the driver that is independence of thought and mind is (or should be) a principle that no self-respecting Geek should leave the house without.

BACKSTORY

Every Geek loves something to get their teeth into, and the joy of craft beer is that it is a scene that shares its stories. Embrace the power of social media to discover the philosophy of your new favourite brewery. Ask them why they brew what they do. Every brewer unshutters their brewhouse in the morning for a different reason; there are as many as the people who turn the keys. And most of us are open enough to engage on what they are.

OUTLOOK

Craft beer respects history, but not boundaries or borders. You can be anywhere in the world and discover it. This is what our scene has given to the world – the chance to find that point of difference. No longer are geeks to be found poring over old magazines or holed up in dusty museums. Geeks can enjoy an entire world of different beers whether they live in Patagonia or Paignton.

HYPE

Not to be underestimated is the power craft beer has to create a movement. Individual geeks have connected into communities tens-of-thousands strong, with local chapters around the globe. Doing this lifts the tide that floats all boats and makes those who brew to satisfy balance sheets aware there’s another way of doing things. A way where people with passion have the final say. 
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Over the course of this book, we’ll break down these concepts and more, and let you discover (or revel in) your Geekery. In Chapter 1, we begin with the Point of Difference, and lead with the key battleground that keeps brewers up at night – Beer Quality – dialling in to why it matters and detailing the importance of freshness. We also take a deeper dive into the Fantastic Four and a look at how craft has changed the game when it comes to water, malt, hops and yeast.

Next up, Culture Club focuses on the single biggest difference between craft beer and the wannabes – the culture of those who brew and enjoy it. We discuss why craft beer is for the people instead of the elite by profiling the pioneers who truly made – and are continuing to make – a difference (people and beers both). These are our heroes.

In Chapter 3: The Style Council, we chart the journey beer styles have taken as craft brewers have got their mojo going – experimentation and the lack of boundaries has created so many amazing beers. We dissect a dozen ways in which traditional styles have evolved into beers to start a movement, as craft beer changes the very style of beer itself.

We also revisit mealtime majesty in Dog Eat Dog 2.0, as we look at the science behind why beer and food work so well together. Rather than us simply telling you, we also include 18 recipes you can recreate at home, divided into six multi-course, themed pairing dinners. If there’s anybody you know who remains sceptical about the nature of your Geekery, invite them over to make them see the light. We’ll tell you exactly how.

Finally, we raise the bar for home-brew once again. We have another selection of BrewDog recipes and those from guest breweries to bastardize at home, many of which have never been published or even revealed before. And we look at the technical aspects of nailing the perfect brew at home; how to avoid off-flavours, brews going bad; and revel in the high-level tricks a home-brewer can deploy in their arsenal.

We invite you to join our world, where every beer is different, whether you are looking for that or until you find one you love like no other. We already proved that Craft Beer is for the People. But Geeks are People too. Beer people.
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