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PREFACE

People have never been indifferent to the Jaguar marque, either for its air of prestige or its performances on the track. Few manufacturers can boast that they have combined luxury, elegance and performance so effectively in their cars. The personality of Jaguar’s founder Sir William Lyons – at once cold and phlegmatic, fiery and irascible – could not leave me indifferent either. The story of the company reflects his temperament, wholly contradictory yet with a single goal: the triumph of his marque.

The victories of the C-type and D-type in the Le Mans 24 Hours left their mark on the pantheon of endurance racing. And the marque’s stunning return to Le Mans in the 1980s and 1990s, with its XJRs, continued this wonderful story. Jaguar has always known how to evolve and take risks. The marque’s arrival in Formula One with the R1 in 2000 proved this, even though the car’s engine came from Ford. The marque’s emblem and its credibility were at stake: it took a lot of courage to take on such seasoned competition. The electric Formula E cars were born of the same recklessness, a perpetual desire to forge ahead. Several companies have taken possession of the British marque during the course of its history, but none has ever been able (or perhaps willing) to alter its strong identity.

This is rooted above all in certain legendary models, from the XK120 to the E-type – not forgetting the great XJ6. How many crowned heads have ridden in a Jaguar at the same time as the British marque was competing fiercely in a motor race, be that a rally, endurance race or speed event? What car collector has never dreamed of possessing an XKSS or an E-type Lightweight, while using an F-type for their day-to-day driving?

Over the years, Jaguar has been able to adapt to the car market without in any way betraying its DNA. Obviously, the first diesel engines, like the first SUV, risked getting a poor reception, but the marque’s strength lies in its capacity to renew itself without losing any of its identity. This is why I am proud to represent it today, racing in Monaco at the wheel of the I-Pace eTrophy. Jaguar is a marque unlike any other!

Anthony Beltoise

Winner of the 1992 Volant Elf, second at the 2000 Le Mans 24 Hours, winner of the 2005 Carrera Cup, champion of the French FFSA GT in 2011 and 2012. Jaguar ambassador. Son of the Formula One racing driver Jean-Pierre Beltoise.

“How many crowned heads have ridden in a Jaguar at the same time as the British marque was competing fiercely in a motor race?”
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William Lyons was interested in the export of cars from the start. These 1946 Jaguar Mark IV saloons are ready to embark for the United States.
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The young William Lyons was passionate about motorbikes. Here he is on his Harley-Davidson in 1920.
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William Lyons, alongside an E-Type from 1961. He said: “The car is the closest thing we will ever create to something that is alive.”




FOREWORD

If the name of William Lyons has remained forever linked to the Jaguar marque – rather than that of William Walmsley, who co-founded the SS company (later Jaguar) with him – it is because of his courage tinged with dishonesty, not to mention his penny-pinching. When the two young men were still manufacturing Swallow sidecars, Lyons met the famous George Brough, father of the Brough Superior, the “Rolls Royce of motorcycles”. Lyons borrowed a Brough Superior to use in an exhibition of Swallow sidecars at the London Motor Show, on a stand that was not even his. A few decades later, he had no qualms sending a telegram to Queen Elizabeth II on the day of her coronation in 1953, dedicating to her the victory of the Jaguar C-type in the Le Mans 24 Hours. He was knighted three years later.

Another anecdote details the way in which Lyons silenced an American customer who told him at a show that the heating in his XK140 was not working. Lyons started the engine, turned on the heating and held a cigarette in front of the vents. The smoke was blown back slightly. He cried: “Your heating is working,” to which the customer replied that it was -15°C (5°F). Lyons retorted: “Just put on a coat!”

We could have written this book about Jaguar by simply telling more of these little stories, as Sir William’s career was full of them, but we didn’t. We could have described all the Jaguar models, but we chose to leave some out. It was all down to choice. Instead, we have endeavoured to relate the richness of the Jaguar story through its cars (some of them legendary, others less so), through a chronology of events, as well as Jaguar’s exploits in competition. Photographs play a crucial role in this task. They illustrate the development of Jaguar, where tradition and modernity have always gone hand in hand.

We hope that this book will meet the expectations of readers new to the story of this important British marque.

The authors,

Zef Enault and Nicolas Heidet
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