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Dramatis Personae



	Astra Ordott
	Gaian political refugee. Code daughter of an Is-Lander mother and Non-Lander father



	Muzi Bargadala
	Shepherd; Non-Lander





The Youth Action Collective (YAC)



	Enki Arakkia
	Rhymer and warrior



	Bartol
	Trainer and warrior



	Lilutu
	Producer and warrior



	Ninti
	Speaker and warrior



	Malku
	Speaker and warrior



	Tiamet
	Singular [see also Pithar]



	Simiya
	Singular



	Asar
	Singular



	Sepsu
	Asar’s partner and carer



	Éšgíd
	Warrior



	Khshayarshat
	Warrior (deceased)



	Abgal
	Izruk Mentor (deceased)





The Non-Land Alliance (N-LA)



	Una Dayyani
	Lead Convenor



	Marti
	Personal assistant to Una Dayyani



	Artakhshathra
	Researcher



	Tahazu Rabu
	Chief of Police





Kadingir



	Uttu Dúrkiñar
	Elderwoman; grandmother of Muzi (deceased)



	Kingu Dúrkiñar
	Eldest son of Uttu



	Habat Bargadala
	Daughter-in-law of Uttu, married to Kingu



	Gibil Dúrkiñar
	Second son of Uttu



	Nanshe Emeeš
	Daughter-in-law of Uttu, married to Gibil



	Geshti Bargadala
	Daughter of Kingu and Habat



	Hadis Bargadala
	Daughter of Kingu and Habat



	Suen Emeeš
	Son of Gibil and Nanshe





Pithar [In Zabaria]



	Tiamet
	Singular [see also YAC] and sex worker



	Neperdu
	Sex worker



	Anunit
	Sex worker



	Ebebu
	Infant son of Tiamet





Shiimti



	Zizi Kataru
	Astra Ordott’s Code father



	The Zardusht
	The High Healer of Shiimti



	Hozai
	World Whirler



	Šàñál
	World Whirler



	Boranduhkt
	Beer-tent manager



	Salamu
	Friend of Zizi Kataru



	Talmai
	Son of Salamu





Is-Land Ministry of Border Defence (IMBOD)

[VC: Member of the Vision Council]



	Chief Superintendent Clay Odinson
	Head of the Non-Land IMBOD Barracks; VC



	Superintendent Samrod Blesserson
	Code Scientist; VC [see also Is-Land]



	Peat Orson
	Sec Gen constable [see also Is-Land]



	Laam Vistason
	Sec Gen constable (deceased)



	Jade Sundott
	Sec Gen constable



	Robin Steppeson
	Sec Gen constable



	Chief Convenor Stamen Magmason
	Head of National Wheel Meet; VC



	Riverine Farshoredott
	Senior Officer; VC





Is-Land



	Hokma Blesser
	Astra’s Shelter mother (deceased)



	Samrod Blesserson
	Hokma’s brother; leading scientist [see also IMBOD]



	Ahn Orson
	Hokma’s ex-partner; leading architect



	Klor Grunerdeson
	Astra’s Shelter father; Code worker



	Nimma
	Astra’s Shelter mother; Craft worker



	Sheba
	Klor and Nimma’s Code daughter; killed in a Non-Lander nanobomb attack



	Peat
	Astra’s older Shelter brother [see also IMBOD]



	Yoki
	Astra’s Shelter brother; Sec Gen



	Meem
	Astra’s Shelter sister; Sec Gen (still at school)



	Congruence
	Ahn’s partner, a relationship begun secretly and illegally in her teens; non-Sec Gen



	Dr Cora Pollen
	Code worker; political prisoner





The Council of New Continents (CONC)



	Major Akira Thames
	CONC Compound Director



	Dr Tapputu
	Non-Lander; Head of CONC Medical Outreach Service



	Rudo Acadie
	Mobile Medical Unit medic



	Photon Augenblick
	Mobile Medical Unit medic



	Sandrine Moses
	Mobile Medical Unit supply coordinator







 

‘Oh Glorious Hoopoe,’ cried another bird,

‘I cannot come – have you not heard?

My heart’s held hostage here, my Love

an outlaw in the dunes, a blazing dove,

her face a torch that sears my wheat to waste –

and yet her absence fuels my haste

to heap the bonfire of my soul, stoke

the passions she provokes . . .

The Way is not for me; a cinder on the wind,

I am weak, unworthy, chaff to leave behind.’

‘Your suffering,’ said the Hoopoe, ‘is a game

you play against the clock. Time

will seize Love’s smile, grind her beauty into dust.

You cannot see the unseen prize: and yet now you must.’

from The Conference of the Birds

by Farid ud-Din Attar [c. 1110–1221]

author’s version




 

Her name is Istar. She is placeless. You will know her by these signs:

She will arise in the night, enchained by the light of a day that is dead. Young among the mighty, knowing among the innocent, with her first kiss she will appoint her vizier, the raven-haired Helpmeet of Harpies. Her chariot charged with the anger of ages, she will arrive resplendent at the House of Abundant Women. The Seer shall bless her, and she shall heal his warriors. Attended by the Prince of Shepherds, she will move like a mergallá over the windsands. She will greet her father, drink his beer, steal his [word missing] and her lustre will illume his alliance. Alone, she will fly to the ashlands and bury herself in the earth. When she arises the placeless ones shall be in all places, and all places shall sing glad hymns of welcome and of [word missing].

The Prophecy

[Fragments from cuneiform tablets c. 3250 BCE]
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