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Author’s Note

In 1836, five boys were hunting rabbits on the north-eastern slopes of Arthur’s Seat, which is the main peak in the group of hills in the centre of the Scottish city of Edinburgh.

In a small cave in the rocky side of the hill, the boys stumbled across something incredible and macabre: seventeen miniature coffins. Each coffin was carved from pine, and each was decorated with ironwork. The coffins were stacked in two neat rows of eight, with one lonely coffin beginning a new row on top.

Bizarrely, each coffin contained a small wooden doll. Each doll was dressed with painted black boots and individually crafted clothing. The dolls were about four inches long.

Even more bizarrely, the coffins appeared to have been buried over a long period of time, with the top ones fresher and the lower ones more decayed.

In the nearly two hundred years since these toy coffins were discovered, no clue has been unearthed to explain what they were made for, who made them and who hid them. I’m sure other writers have, or will, use this bizarre historical story as the basis for their own novels. This is my attempt to put some flesh on the bones, if you will forgive the phrase.

Nigel McCrery, May 2015
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